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VULGAR SOCIALISM

CHAPTER IV. COLLECTIVISM

k B - A Study In Bourgeois Tolerance
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ir The Berenbergmn class struggle, as | is not the place to “advocate either
be-  we saw in our last, was merely an plan.” Both aim at the same thing,
'hi:! afortunate squabble over the size of don't they? The first i3 the highest

ties | the pieces that go to cap: alist and | jorm of
)1u- laborer of that mysterious product
th-! & rplus value, We saw that in the

mg R 1d School brand of Socialism th=| .
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capitalism, with the state as
capitalist, more powerful than ever
in Listory and more oppressive—with
he worker as a slave—the true ser-
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gn-; ¢' s struggle found a place only vile state.

at— be wse “the masters” of Sacialism How painstaking he is to make]

2 ha spent a lot of time upon it. himseli clear! “An extension oi the
’\. wing it as a mere hargaining 1)!‘0-: functions of THE EXISTING

Je- | cess attended with considerable and STATE.” The “existing state” has

to unlyrtunate disorder, the Rand Schou! the post-office, it has the railroads,
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proposes to abolish it as soon as |
postible and on the strength of thatT mines. How surplus value 18 vanish-
cla the support of all iibcrt}'-! ing! How iree the workers are! See
lovis izens” (Hillquit.) {the class struggle ceasing now that

Bt correspondence | the State threatens t otake over the
cour aows no inkling of the fact|coal mines to stop the class strug-
that e class struggle is the tremen-| gle, which means that the govern-
dous weapon thag will emancinate | ment will try to stop the working
society from its own evils,  This| class from struggling; but the net
conception of the class struggle ren-|resuit is that it changes the struggle
the fam-|irom one against the employer to a
| struzele against the employer’s most
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:renberg’s

urantelligible
ous dictum, “Tast history

ders sterly

the his-|
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| parts, i. e, the parts least contra-

u.hctory) and reconciles the irreconcii- -
ible by saying, “Don’t be a0 dogma-

[tic, don’t be so sure that you are
right and the other fellow wrong;
don’t be so intolerant.”

Right Wing Eclesticism.

| Thus Berenberg (and he is typical
of Right Wing Socialism) seeks to
soften the contradiction between
State Cap:talxsm and Communisy So-
cialism. Thus ‘he produces a state-
m:nt that Bismarck and Wilscn can
swear by. Thus he cannot “‘adve-
cate either of the two plans” whic
are as wide apart as the two poles.
Thus he inculcates tolerance and g/l 3 Rl
avoids dogma by permitting “the Sl Selanig.
student to choose for himself.” Thus Prmphiive Nk, 5

| he can be eclectic by teking “the best | :’t’ P;"t’ and I"‘ELFW W.” A &
out of each plan” and looking for‘ ate between erguson, repre

something common to both of his seiey e C’ommumst Pa"?" -
“plais® he. fonclen-Thel betk stin 3¢ Harold Lord Varney representing th
the climination of value! Industrial Workers of the World
Thus he has reconciled the irrecon- 'I.'he STR— fro_m- th_e'C . it
citshle! And thus, finally, he has side is conducted in a friendly spiri
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done his little best (and a very little ;n a: eéfort - (;le\ elopha muft:al ':h]
hest it is) to soften the edge of class crslanciuy)” g $o, St ki e
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contradictions and bulwark the capi fomm:m.stv lParty a_ndﬁthe IH\: t:‘l
talist system. It is this type of ideo- rehnﬁ n.xta :largartxza hons, s 1 a‘
logy that in a period of mere theore- te:: woiske,rz ?Dace”:;n:ﬁ;a:-t;:gge -
tical activity manifests itself in Be- s . -

\ . = ; :| “The Proletarian Revolution in
renbergs course, and in a period of gl 7 E .
. : ; : Russia.” By Nicolai Lenin, and Leon
action manifests itself in the course : R %
. Trotsk.y. This book' contains the
taken by Vandervelde, by Thomas, | : [ the Runits: Pibiled s
by Henderson, by Kerensky, by story of the Russian Revolution zs
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The Communist. National organ
the Communist Party.

The Communist World. Organ
local New York, Communist Party.

Pamphlet No. 1. Containing t!
Manifesto, Program and Constitutic
together with the report to the Thi
International.

Pamphlet No. 2. “The Develoy
ment of Socialism from Science t
Actt By Karl Radek, A panm
phlet that Will take its place alon,
side of Engel's “Socialism, Utopia

“The Commur

pmur ful bulwark, the embodiment of
his class power, the State.

I' Berenberg knew that the capl-'
Having mentioned the class strug- st system was doomed to destruc- |
| gle, having given it the perfectly ade-| tion because of the contradictions |
pace of thirty-five lines, je-'\\l‘h-‘l it which manifest themselves
feels that he ‘has disposed of ! in two opposing classes and a class
he promptly proceeds to for-| struggle, if he understood the class
1t it. Conse,juently it finds!nature of the state (of which mors

in the -2t of his course,|anon), he would realize, perhaps, that
totally vnwecessary and out| “State Capitalism or State Socialism,”

when cur  “revolutionist” [a la Bismarck, even though our au-
comes his pericetly rcmecl'\b!" thor should decide to lend it his pow-
“three methods of attaining it.” Tt|erful cannot these |
R|is this respectable discovery of aim|contradictions, cannot eliminate the
3 | and methods that we are now to dis-!classcs that embody them, cannot eli-
| minate the class struggle. Indeed,
| State Capitatism will merely intensi-
fy the contradictions, make more open

¥ | tory qf class struggles,” for bargain-
ing ovFr wages pre-supposes the hour.

geois tpoch.

auat
renb
it, ar

1 nct

-

no
and
pl:

}

1t | of

|
l

advocacy, solve

CUuss.

Coll:ctivism—Whs: Is It?

|
|
l

“Cilectivism™ is avery unfamiliar the class nature of the state, and
| term in the writings of Marxists. | make more bitter the class struggle.
.‘ Terms are the crystallizations uf‘ But what is the uss of going on |
g | ide ad when Berénherg finds the | with our amalves of the, “two lines
o | Tomiliar t ‘ms, (“siministration of of collective development”® it is =
| i ’ n— "7 marg’s nest, . Who gunld
e, it Je had read hat p 'i’msv
: e ted to his pur- that so mach ignorance, .7) much stu-
nose, ssume that it is  pidity, so much assininity could be
: because h : nmeeas a uew Terni i eX= ' concentrated in so short x space! We
| press a ew discovery. We found intended to keep our temper’ when®
)
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it so in te case of “material deter- | we started this series in Vulgar So-
minism,” ~e ﬁnq it so here. cialism, we intented to write m a veia

His ver + approach to the definition | of cheerful, if rather caustic good
of the te m, “collectivism” is full of | humor —but when we think of that
interest. |It must not be confused, ' junk being sent out all over the coun-
he assures us, “with such fantastic 1!) (for a fee) to workers thirsting
communiskic schemes as those of Rob- | information concerning Social-

art Ogvend (can he mean Owen?) and jem! . . .
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| T.onis Le /Blanc'™ (Is it Louis nl:m(‘: Put, then, why blame Berenberg
he's b dng of?) {or the Rand School or the Socialist
He » assures us that collectiv-| pyios 1oy ys blame it on the class
ism is ot to be confused with the ... o0 and see where Berenberg's
! variov 6-operative communities that : Conies Site Sxute 3t
y wled during the last century. | : :in
‘ét’-“;f‘v ‘1 he makes an imaginary op-| B°“75°°15‘ Eclecncx.sm. |
pone: argue before he has learnt] The essence of b?urgems t!?ou;ht
Y".";l:lt collectivism is, that it will not|is its abhorrence of dogx:na,.llts mj‘
%‘-‘mk ‘(-renhcr: oives the cru:.:.n;-;‘ sistence szon the reconclla})lhry of |
| reininder. “CO-OPERATIVE UN-  cor 1‘r1dis.uons. its tolerance, itz eclec-

| DERTAKINGS HAVE WORKED | ticism”
| IN THE PAST.” We are moved to Bourgeois thought denies that there
7\\'.')\1dcr how he expects the uniniti-) science of society, because to'
ated student to keep from confusing | ac ‘mit it is to admit the grim validity
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Scheideman, by Ebert and Noske— told by Lenin and Trotsky, in tacir

articles written as the evenis took
[ who see no cotradiction between pro-

place,
letariat and bourgeoisie so irreconcil- i ’ 2 .
able that it prevents their partici- The Soeia! Revolution in Ger-

pating in the “existing state.” But, many.” By Louis C. Fraina. This
of course, the Rand School socialists, | 1S a critical analysis of the struggle
while they would not be insulted if| which‘ t°_°!" place in Gemzlany at'.tcr
we called them prospective Vander- | the signing of the armistice, which
veldes, wax very indignant v culminated in the revolt of the Spar-

hen we |

4 . § : “ge
call them prospective Scheidemanns | 35‘3"’5' - £ Lo S i
and Noskes. Perhaps they are right, _ Revolutionary Socialism.” Dy L.
for it takes a man of heroic propor-| C- Fraina. An'essay on the princi-

| pies of Communisin based on the ex
' perience of the workers of this couy
Some Questions and Answers. | tPy. :

Space will not permi an examina-!
tion of Berenberg's three methods of |
attaining collectivism in this issue,
and, anyhow, Berenberg saves it for
Lesson IX, so let us examine the
question at the end of Lesson VIII|
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Manhattan Opera House, 34h St and Eighth Ave.

EDDY BROWN—-Briiliant Violinist.

tions to be a Noske . . .
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that are supposed to be answered be-
iore the student goes on to the next
lesson.

(T;; Be Continued)
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SERGEY PROKOFIEFF fodern Genious of the piano.

VLADIMER RESNIKOFF—Well-Known Baritone.

JANUARY 18TH, 1920, at 230 P. M. °

22.00

TICKETS 50 Cents to

at
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Costume and Dressmakers’ Tnion—Forward Hall.

Katz's Music Store, 181 East Broadway.

Auspices Workers’ Music League.

FirstGrand CONCERT and BALL

| collectifism with ‘past Utopian|o Marxism. Scientific observation
'echemeq when he cannot keep fro mi-«! cconomic and resulting social ten- ; Fafs : 23 & o : fagsii”
1C""f‘-"“‘!~' them himself | dencies leads inevitably to the coa- of the SOUUTH SLAVIC BRANCH (Communist Party)
| But at length, ! p:.swr‘- :::*.-!ch-a'iun .tlmt capitalism is doc_amed to
’o-‘is. we comie to revelations, and now : ( cs_lrnctmn. Hence ‘gourgfo:s ap'oll- SATURDAY EVEN[NG,December 20“]’
| hold your Breath while you read with | ogists d(-.!l;' !hflt society is ’capao'?‘

of scientific observation. In this 2t HUNGARIAN WORKMEN'S HOME. 350 E. 81s( St.
o recalm of sociology, in the realm -:\il

The' Best Thing In the Course.

“Phars are today two definite lines |
of collective developmerm One x"!
+he farm of collectivism known L.J!f’n'_
State Capitalism or State Socialism.|™ "
Tts cistinctive feature is the exten- |

;f the functions of the EXIST-|losophy :
is—they refuse to admit the va-

economics, they are nihilists—becausz {

their choice is between annihilation |

It fellows that in the realm of phi- |

~ion

ING STATE ... Its effect would be ' that

to sibstitute . . . the State as sole lidity of any system of thought and |

Canialist.” vast that they pick the best xror}l
“The second suggestion is that form system, wherever they find it

~f collectivism which we might call we might add, wherever its

“ndustrial democracy,” in which the | conclusions do not threaten the su

STATE would be reconstituted (what | premacy of the -capn,_al:st class and the

| evey that means) on a basis of indus- | eternity of their system).

| ‘rial representation.  The STATE They oppose dogma, because dogma
wounld then become a federation of g system of thought |

v

r\ a definite

indus:ries, (Who told Engels it|..cepted in its entirety. They urge
|+ ld dic out? ) This plan aims,| (glerance of all opinions and l’ahL
{E THE OTHER, at the elimina-| (,'.;ynce 10 2 virtue, because oniy
1 of surplus value. thronzh the toleration of contradic-

BOTH THESE PLANS ARE v on'aions can one blind onesel!
SEN TO CRITICISM. THIS IS 1 others to the intolerable nature
3T THE PLACE TO ADVO- the contradictions in the social|
ATE EITHER ONE OR THE ... To “study those contra
THER. THE STUDENT MUST, is to se> that they are so
UF COURSE, CHOOSE FOR HIM-| .islent and so irreconcilable that
'SELF WHICH ONE OF THESE will in the end \\ork the destruc-|
TWO PLANS HE PREFERS! ! I” apitalist “ society. Hence
Sb this is collectivism And this ilear ‘,‘.f‘-v=n'm‘h‘v' deprecates |
% th Rand School bran Social- ma, dep ates '1-\€h iveness and
IF m. And Berenberg is al Marxist. ainty. softens nt ;'1(1’;111)‘1» by
N O ne rer r COUrss O “hest”

|
science and the annihilation ofl
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they are confirmed cclectics.,

35 Cents.

Tickets

Ladies Accompaniced by Gentlemen Free.
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Jewish Communist Federation for benefit of
JEWISH COMMUNIST DAILY

SATURDAY EVENING, JANUARY 2, 1920
at McKinley Sg. Casine, 169th St. & Boston Road, Bronx
Admission 19 Cents
HAT-CHECK 25 CENTS
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6TH A. D. KINGS (Combtned Branches)

will hold an

ENTERTAINMENT and CONCERT

EDUCATIONAL ALLIANCE, Street, B'klyn
SATURDAY NIGHT, DECEMBER 20TH, 1919,
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