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THE VANGUARD

‘‘We’re beaten back in many a fray,
Yet never strength we borrow,
And where the Vanguard camps today,
The rear shall rest tomorrow.’’

\ol 4, No 11, \r]ILWAUhEE WIS SEPTEMBER 1906 Whole Number -13

The Month’s Story.

The Queer, what a mess the capitalist papers make of it when
they try to argue against Socialism or Socialistic meas-
Hungry  yres. The Milwaukee Sentinel throws a fit because there
Child s a “foolish and mischievous bill” in the English parlia-
ment, empowering the state to feed school children at the public ex- -
pense, and because a Chicago paper declares that “the hungry child
is, or should be, the concern of the state.” This, according to the
Sentinel, is “pauperization,” it encourages “imprudent marriages’—
as if there were not terrors enough to scare voung working people
away from the marriage tie—it is “Socialistic wish-wash,” etc., etc.

Yet with the Anti-Socialist’s usual inconsistency, the self-same
sheet in the self-same issue pleads for public playgrounds for children.
And why? Because “the boy who must play on the street is being
educated in criminality,” and because the establishment of public play-
grounds “goes to effect the work of making good citizens.”

Good. Grant that it is the business of the state to “make good
citizens,” and the whole Socialistic programme is endorsed. For the
abolition of the capitalistic system would remove the temptation to
_dishonesty not only from the small gamins who play “craps” in the
alleys, but from the bigger scamps who play worse games on "Change
and in Wall street. .

And for the hungry child! If a man can be so cold-blooded as
to weigh a theory before relieving its misery, then here are theories
a- plenty

For of all uncertain, uneasy, shuddering foundations for a state,
the most unstable is hunger. The hungry man cannot be a good citi-
zen. The hungry child cannot grow up a useful prop of society.

A teacher in a Chicago public school was annO\ed by the
stupidity ‘and restlessness of one of her pupils. She kept him after
school and asked him why he had been so naughty all day? Tears
fitled the little fellow’s eyes, and he answered wistfully, “Because I
was so darned hungry.”

The hungry child cannot learn. The hungry man-cannot—and will
not — reason. ' '

. Socialistic wish-wash, is this? Well, my friend of the Sentinel,
‘the French nobles of Louis Sixteenth’s time thought that the defenders
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of the starving people in those days talked nothing but wish-wash.
Hunger was fearfully prevalent in the years just preceding the
French Revolution. And when the people of Paris demanded bread
for their children, an official with a soul like that of the Sentinel editor,
told them to “eat grass.”

These grass-fed men and women created the Reign of Terror.
They set up the guillotine. They could not construct, alas, for hun-
ger does not develop the intellectual faculties. But they could cut
off heads. And many a nobleman and many a lady of rank, as they
laid their heads on the block, must have learned too late the fallacy of
their theory that “The hungry child is not the concern of the state.”

* * * -

The Lash 1here are times when an American has to rub his
eves to decide whether he is really living in the Land of

f?r the Free or the Land of the Knout. Such must have been

Radicals the feelings of any true American who read Secretary
Bonaparte's recent address on the anarchists.
' Our Secretary of the Navy urges that any anarchist who takes or
attempts to take life shall be put to death. With this no believer in
capital punishment will quarrel. But this noble representative of our
free government makes some suggestions which we should consider
revolting in the last degree if they emanated from Trepoff or Pobie-
denosteff or the Grand Duke Vladimir. Substitute the word “knout”
for the word “lash,”” and we might indeed fancy ourselves listening to
the threats of the Third Section. :

Says this servant of democratic institutions, “Let the most vigor-
ous imprisonment, solitary, comfortless, and pitiless, with liberal priv-
ate application of the lash, be the punishment of everv anarchist guilty
of offences which cannot be punished with death.”

Our Secretary of the Navy explains what he means by these of-
fences which cannot be punished by death, but on/y by “pitiless” im-
prisonment, “‘with liberal private application of the lash.” Such “piti-
less” punishment is to be reserved for less grave offences than com-
mitting or procuring murder. And among these offences he counts
public speeches which advocate the overthrotw of the government.

Now we want to say right here, that while we are as far opnosed
as possible to the absurd doctrines of the Anarchists, vet as Social-
Democrats we stand for the overthrow of the present government.
This we intend to bring about by peaceful means, by the use of the
ballot. But as Socialists we are utterlv against the present capitalistic
svstem. We intend to overthrow it. We intend to substitute in its
place a new government, which will be both politically and economi-
cally an administration of the people. by the people, and for the people.

No doubt, in Secretary Bonaparte’s eyes this is a grave crime. For
this he would like to subject us to ‘“the most rigorous imprisonmert,.
solitaryv, comfortless, and pitiless.” He would like to make the lash
sing over the heads which contain such daring projects.

It is not reallv for the Anarchists that these punishments are
contrived. Thev and their crazy notions are not the slichtest menace
to the existing order of things. The cry against them is simply a thin
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pretense to give a reasonable color for a persecution of the Socialisis,
who the oligarchs well know are the real obstacles in the path of their
insolent tnumph.

Then while the padlocks are Leing forged for our lips, let us speak
while there is still time. It may not always be so safe as it is today to
tallk of the coming of tiie co-operative commonwealth.  Let us push
the work, before the law, as Secretary Bonaparte recommends, shall
decree the lash and “pitiless imprisommuent”™ as a punishment for free
speech.

IFor the honor of America, we hope that Secretary Donaparte's
suggestions will not be adopted. But for the growth of Socialist
principles. thev might be splendid rropaganda. It was an old saving
of the early Christians that the blood of the martyrs was the sced of
the church. We doubt not that there are thousands of Socialists
whom neither the dungeon nor the lash could scare into silence.  And
a few such martyrs would be mightily convincing teachers.

¥ B3 A

Reply The most refreshing document we have read for a long
To time is the reply of the Wisconsin State Federation of La-
bor to Mr. Gompers’ Campaign Programme. Our readers
Gompers will remember that Mr. Gompers, forgetting his faith in
“pure and simpledom,” and his holy horror of wicked Social-Demo-
crats who introduce Socialist resclutions in the A. F. of I.. conven-
tion. himself “has gone into politics"and counselled the trades unions
to do likewise.

His recent Campaign Programme addressed to all lahor bodies
affiliated with the American Federation of Lahor, advises that “where
a congressman or state legislator has proven himself a true friend
to the rights of labor he should be supported and ne (Zln(ll(ldt\ nom-
inated against him.”

The Wisconsin State Federation of Labor turns the tables
on him very neatly in their reply. They point out that in Wisconsin,
“all the candidates elected by the hona-fide political lahor movement—
the Social-Democratic (Socialist) partv—have proven absolutely loval
to the cause of labor, in other words true to the party platform. which
contains all that a progressive union man can hope for at the present
time.”

And therefore. while “our state FFederation is not a partisan or-
ganization,” it “advises all union members and wage-wor kers gen-
erally to support the party nearest their class inter St

Tn fact. the Wisconsin State IFederation has solved the problem
of the right attitude of Socialists to the trades unions, and of the right
attitude of the trades unions to Socialism. If all other labor or-
ganizations in America would follow the example of the Wisconsin
trades unionists, we should soon see  a- genuine labor movement, the
cconomic expression of which would be the trades unions. and its
political expression the Social-Democratic (Socialist) party.

Then, indeed it would be a force with two arms and after all its
vears of struggle and defeat. would seize its just inheritance with
hoth hands.
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Teddy Theodore Roosevelt and the Republican party have thrown
: down the gauntlet to the trades unions. This need not
and surprise any union man who has not taken pains to forget
Labor the president’s stand for the open shop in the government
printing office. But the administration now really goes out of its way

. to slap organizgd labor in the face. It is sending Speaker Cannon, of
notorious anti-labor legislation fame, into Maine to stump for Repre-
sentative Littlefield, another enemy of the workingmen. [hus the ad-
ministration dextrously contrives to give labor a double kick, and box
it on both ears at once.

The A. F. of L. leaders have alreadv marked Littlefield for
defeat. Roosevelt and the Republican party have determined to save
him. Nobody doubts what will be the result. But when Littlefield
has returned in haughty triumph to Congress, the unionists will have
learned a valuable lesson. They will discover that thev have taken up
a big proposition, and taken it by the wrong handle. They will begin
to have some glimmerings of the fact that only by an organized politi-
cal party can they hope to overthrow the organized power of capi-
talism.

Of course, the Democratic party will trv to do its usual juggliiig
act of standing on both sides of the fence at once. It will try to be
the friend of labor and capital, and ‘solemnly assure them that their
mterests are identical. This mdy cdtch some suckers for a while,
but not for long. The division between labor and capital is not onlv
a barbed wire fence, but it is a live wire, and it is pretty dangerous
for any political party to sit on it. The old lie about the identity of
labor’s and capital’s interests has been worn into holes and is ready
for the rag-pile. When it is safely deposited there, the Democratic
party will have nothing wherewith to cover its hypocrisy on the labor
question.

It is to be hope(l that no self—respectmg workingman will ever
again vote the Republican ticket. And it is further to be hoped that
this state of things will soon force the Democratic party to show its
hand. Wthen the working people find that both the old parties are
their enemies—one defiant, and one treacherous—they will realize that
the working class can only be saved by a political organization of 'ts
own.

With this knowledge theyv will be compelled to accept the Social-
Demaocratic partv. And every move of the trades unions towards inde-
pendent political action, if such action is really independent and
inspired with even a tinge cf class-consciousness, will inevitably land
them at last on the road to Socialism.
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Trades Unions and Political

Parties
By AUGUST BEBEL

Translated by E. H. Thomas

let, which I made May 31, 1900 at the public convention of

the lithographers, engravers and allied trades, held at the

Trades Union Hall in Berlin, has called out a lively dis-
cussion at meetings and in the press.

Although the subject on which I spoke has been publicly dis-
cussed for a considerable time—I myself had already spoken on it in
February of this year in Weisensee, near Berlin, a lecture which re-
mained entirely unnoticed, since no report of it appeared—the dis-
cussion has became more lively in consequence of my last lecture and -
has embraced the widest circles. However, since my remarks have
been much misunderstood, perhaps because they were not quite cor-
rectly reported—correctness is hard to get in the daily press—a repe-
tition of my remarks in print may not be out of place. In this I have
not kept to the wording of my speech, but only to its line of thought;
and because of the discussion which has meantime arisen, I will treat
many points in full which I did not touch upon orally,

I must first, however, defend myself against a misrepresentation
in a part of the bourgeois press, that I spoke in favor of non-political
unions, or advocated a sort of neutrality, which means the same
thing. I never had and could not have any such intention. A non-
political union, in respect to anything which the workingmen could
gain by such an organization, would be a knife without handle or
blade. In the class struggle, it would be no weapon to keep the capi-
talists in awe, but a plaything at which they would smiile.

What I had to say in my speech was twofold. First, I wished
to speak against the motion recently adopted by many union members
that the trades union movement per se is the main thing, and that the
political movement is a secondary matter. This was the chief reason
for my speech at Weisensee. Next I wished to show what tasks the
trades union can accomplish, and what it cannot. and that in order
to accomplish its tasks it must admit the greatest possible number of
trades workers—best of all, every trade worker—which is only pos-
sible when it holds aloof from party politics proper and does not con-
sider itself an appendage of any political party. But the trades union-
ist ought to be a party man, not as a trades unionist, but as a class-con-
scious workingnan, who is a member of a state and a society organ-
ism which uses and abuses him as a worker,

T HE speech on the subject designated by the title of this pamph-
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ON THE HISTORY OF THE TRADES UNIONS.

T O rightly understand the present conditions and difficulties of
the German trades unions, a brief review of their rise and de-
velopment is necessary.

The rise of German trades unionism differs essentiallvy
from the rise of English unionism. The English union movement
arose from the class struggle of the English workingmen with the em-
plovers. No political party stood by its cradle, served as its nurse and
took it under its protection.

It was otherwise in Germany.

The labor movement, which was born in Germany in the revolu-
tionary period, met an early death, before it had come to vears of un-
derstanding. It came to its end through the reaction which begun in
the second half of the vear 1849 and lasted till the end of 1850. The
decree of the Bundestag at Frankfort (the representation of the gov-
ernments united in the German Bund) was therefore almost superflu-
ous. This decree provided that workingmen’s societies, and especially
those with Socialistic or communistic tendencies, should be forbid-
den once and forever, a decree which anticipated the later anti-So-
cialist law. But when, at the close of the fifties, the political stag-
nation came to an end, when the middle class resumed its political ac-
tivity, and formed the National Union as its organization, the work-
ing class also began to start into life.

During the reaction period, industry on a large scale had made
tremendous progress and a modern working class had been created
which by reason of its numbers was already a powerful factor. The
German bourgeoisie knew this, and so did its political exponent,
Liberalism.

Just as soon as the workingmen began to bestir themselves and
form societics—and these societies in the vears 1860 to 1863 sprung
out of the ground like mushrooms after a warm summer rain—all
kinds of liberal spokesmen tried to get control of these societies. In
all sorts of ways they placed themselves at the head of these organiza-
tiong, in order to get the leadership of these societies in their own
hands and protect their members against any dangerous tendencics
that might come up. . .

The communistic and Socialistic ideas which had become notice-
able in the vears of agitation through the propaganda of the Com-
munist Bund and Weitling’s agitation, were unknown to the genera-
tion of workingmen who had grown up in complete political ignorance
under the pressure of vears of reaction. Among the older generations
of the working class they were as good as forgotten. Yet the bour-
geoisie held them in remembrance and did all in their power to prevent
their possible reappearance. ,

Dut in vain. In the Leipzig Workingmen's Association (Gewerh-
licher Bildungsverein). founded in Februarv, 1861, the progressive
clements, I'ritzsche, Vahlteich, in concert with Professor Rossmaessler,
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Dr. Dammer and others urged independent political activity. This led
to a split, since the majority of the society opposed the agitators. A
new society (the Vorwaerts) was started, from which afterwards was
chosen the workmgmens committee which supported Lassalle and is-
sued the famous “Open Letter to the Central (.ommlttee for the pur-
pose of calling a universal German Labor Congress.”  This led.
April 1862, to the founding of the Universal German W orkingmen’s
Association (allgemeine Deutsche Arbeiter-Verein), with which was
born the first Social-Democratic party in Germany.

In opposition to the Universal German Workingmen’s Associa-
tion (allgemeine Deutsche Arbeiter-Verein). the workingmen's asso-
ciations under liberal and democratic influence united in the conven-
tion of the German Workingmen's Federatlon (Deutsche  Arbeiter-
\'ereine).

In both camps there was no thought of a craft organization. But
the business prosperity which prevailed from 1864 to 1806 led to a
series of strikes, the exceedingly disastrous result of which proved to
the workingmen that besides their existing political organization, they
needed another organization for their economic aspirations and strug-
gles. Thus in 1864 a great strike broke out in the Lauenstein wagon
shops, followed by strikes of the wool-workers in Burg, of instrument-
makers and cabinet-makers in Hamburg and Altona, of basket-
makers, tinners and turners in Hamburg, of type-setters and shoemak-
ers in Le1p21g, etc. -The necessary financial support was collected in
open meetings, of course in a very inadequate fashion.  Moreover
thev led in may cases to arrests and prosecutions, since the laws pro-
hibiting unions were then still in force. These strikes first occasioned
the founding of local trade organizations in a number of German
cities, as for instance, the typesetters in Leipzig.

But the first universal union, extending over all Germany, had al-
ready been formed. This was the Universal German Cigar and To-
bacco Union, which Fritzsche had started in Leipzig and for which he
at once got a paper of their own. But since Fritzsche himscf was a
prominent member of the Universal German Workingmen’'s Associa-
tion, and the cigarmakers who formed his union were at the time the
cream of the Universal German Workingmen's Association, the ten-
dency of this first German union was decidedly Socialistic.

It was otherwise with the typesetters union. which started in 1866.
This union preserved a strict neutrality in politics and a studied con-
servatism in regard to the general movement, which in many ways
gave great offense.

The German-Austrian war of 1866 brought the labor movement
to a standstill, but it was only the more active in the following years.
Yet the Universal German Workingmen's Association. which reached
its height in 1866, looked upon the trades union movement as a sort
of brake or lightning conductor to the detriment of the political move-
ment. There were, however, other members in the association who
followed Fritzsche's example and aided the trades union movement
with all their powers. Among these were Luebkert of Berlin, who
started the German carpenters’ union in 1867, and Schob of Koeln
who organized the German tailors’ union.
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But the majority of the association was opposed to the trades
union movement. They held strictly to Lassalle’s program that only
the political movement could improve the condition of the working
class. Everyvthing else they looked upon as palliative measures and a
division of strength. Therefore they rejected the proposal for a gen-
eral convention of the Association in the summer of 1868 for the pur-
pose of organizing strikes. On the other hand they approved the ac-
tion of Fritzsche and Schweitzer, the president of the Association, who,
in their capacity of members of the Reichstag, had called a universal
German workingman’s congress at Berlin. At this congress a Bene-
ficial Working Class Union was formed, which. by its leadership and
organization, was a dependencv of the political Universal German
Workingmen’s Association.

The example of Fritzsche and Schweitzer was soon followed. At
the very time when they were starting the above-mentioned trades un-
ion federation, Max Hirsch and Max Dunker were founding the Ger-
man trades societies (Gewerk-Vereine), which, according to their
founders, were to serve as a following of the Progressist party.
Moreover in the autumnof 1868, the leaders of the federationof German
workmen associations in Leipzig, which meanwhile had come over to
the Socialist camp, founded international trades unions which, in
turn. were under the influence of the leaders of this federation. Like
the different labor parties, unions of different tendencies were now at
war with each other and tried to take the wind out of each other’s sails.

This action of the workingmen had the result that in 1870 the
capitalists formed their first dual organizations, first the tobacco and
cigar manufacturers, then part of the owners of the machine shops,
iron foundries and iron furnaces.

Meanwhile in the political Universal German Workingmen's As-
sociztion, the antagonism against the trades unions gradually increased.
At the convention of the association in 1872, Toelke pleaded forthedis-
solution of the Workingmen'’s Beneficial Society, the name taken by the
Universal Workingmen'’s Alliance, founded in 1868, and the unions
affiliated with it. This proposition was so far embodied in a resolu-
tion that an emphatic warning was given against advancing the trades
union movement at the expense of the political movement..

The resolution was repeated next year at the general convention
‘of the association in' Frankfort-on-the-Main, and in 1874 at the Han-
over general convention. In the latter resolution, those who continued
to push the trades union movement into the foreground, in spite of the
previous resolutions of the convention, were branded as traitors to the
working class, because “they injured the political agitation of the Uni-
versal German Workingmen’s Asssociation in a most unjustifiable
manner.”

Those in a position to know, maintain that even Schweitzer, al-
though in following Fritzsche’s advice in 1868 he had helped to call
the German Labor Congress, nevertheless regarded the flour-
ishing trades unions with very mixed feelings, since he felt that they
would gradually get out from under his influence.
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However, in the camp of the Social-Democratic Labor party, the
so-called Eisenach faction, the attitude towards the unions was en-
tirely different. On this side was the cabinet-maker, York, the actual
leader of the trades union movement. At the trades union congress in
Erfurt (June 15-17, 1872) he offered the following resolution, which
was unanimously adopted:

“In consideration of the fact, that the capitalist power equally op-
presses and exploits all workingmen. no matter whether they are con-
servative, progressive, liberal or Social-Democrats, this congress de-
clares it to be the sacred duty of the workingmen to lay aside all
party strifc, in order to create the conditions for a vigorous and suc-
cessful resistance on the neutral ground of a united trades union or-
ganization, to secure their threatened existence and to conquer for
themselves an improvemet in their class conditions.”

This resolution further demanded that the different factions of
the Social-Democratic labor party especially should further the trades
union movement, and regretted that the Lasalle faction (the Universal
German Workingmen's Association) had adopted the above mentlone(l
hostiie resolution.

It is certain that the former unfriendly sentiment of a part of the
Social-Pemocracy against the trades unions had led the latter to be-
lieve that the party gave them insufficient support.  During almost
three decades, the members of the unions founded by the Social-Democ-
racy believed it to be the dutv of the pariy to serve the unions in every
way. Proof of this can be found in the conventions of the Social-
Democratic party held at Halle-in 18go, at Berlin in 1892, at Cologne
in 1893, etc.

On the other hand, the party believed that the special mission of
the trades unions was to serve more or less as recruiting grounds
for the Social-Democracy. Many Social-Democrats lent them their
support solely on this ground. Even I myself at first regarded the
trades unions from this standpoint.

When in 1875 the two factions of the German Social-Democracy
united at Gotha—the Universal German Workingmen'’s Association
and the Social-Democratic party founded at Eisenach in 1869—this
resulted also in the unification of the trades unions on both sides.
How destructive to the Socialist union movement the division in the
political party had been up to this time, is shown by the conduct of
Fritzsche as president of the Universal German Tobacco and Cigar-
makers union. To hold his union together, he was obliged to remain
strictly neutral after the organization of the Eisenach faction, al-
though he was at heart an adherent of the Universal German Work-
ingmen’s Union (the Lassalle faction). The members of his union
were divided in the two Socialist camps.

Immediately after the unity Congress in Gotha, the union leaders
of the two till now divided camps held a conference, in order to
bring about also a consolidation of the trades unions. Toelcke mean-
~ time had abandoned his position of hostility to the trades unions. He
now presented a resolution which was accepted and which ran as
follows: That although the trades union organizations are not suffi-
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cient to thoroughly and permanently improve the condition of the
workingmen, vet they are nevertheless adapted to temporarily raise
the material condition of the latter, to further their development and
bring them to a consciousness of their class condition. It was
therefore declared to be the duty of the workingmen to join a trade
union or to start one in case such an organization did not exist in their
trade.

At this conference, it was further resolved that it is the duty of
the trades union movement to keep politics out of the trade wunions,
but to join the Social-Democratic Party of Germany—the name of the
now united party—since it alone could make the political and indus-
trial position of the workers completely worthy of human existence.

Meanwhile, the persecution of the trades unions as.political so-
cieties had begun, first of all in the kingdom of Saxony. There the
sentencing of Liebknecht and myself in the Leipzig trial for high
treason caused a very bitter feeling among the organized working-
men which found expression in mass meetings and in the labor press.
The Saxon authorities replied to this by proceeding against the party
and the trades unions. They looked upon the unions in different
places as independent political socizties and accordingly broke
them up.

In the next year (1873) Bismarck tried to deal a death blow to
the trades union movement. He introduced a bill in the Reichstag for
the criminal punishment of contract-breaking. The Reichstag, how-
ever, rejected it.

Nevertheless he discovered in Tessendorf a tool who seemed just
to correspond to his wishes. In 1874 Tessendorf had been summoned
from Magdeburg, where as state’s attorney he had won his spurs in
the nght against Social-Democracy and had been made state’s attorney
in the municipal court of Berlin. Here he found kindred spirits in
the members of the seventh district (a labor.district).

Tessendorf, like the Saxon judges, regarded the trades unions
as political societies, which had been formed contrary to the Prussian .
law in regard to societies. The judges of the seventh district, like the
court of Chambers and the supreme court, accepted this interpretation.

Dissolutions of trades unions and confiscations of their funds now
became the order of the day. The trades unions tried to escape this
persecution by removing their headquarters from Berlin and other
Prussian cities to places outside of Prussia. But they gained only a
brief respite. =~ Then came the Anti-Socialist law (October, 1878)
and mercilesslv mowed down as dangerous to the government that
which had been created by a decade of hard and self-sacrificing labor.

Only the printers’ union and the unions of ship-carpenters,
saddlers, upholsterers and leather workers continued in existence.
Also not one hair of the Hirsch-Dunker trade societies (Gewerk-Ver-
eine) was touched. They were considered loval to the government and
harmless to the capitalists. The iron-cizd pledge which since that time
they have forced upon their members.according to which none of them
can belong to the Social-Democracy, is rightly considered one of the
basest means of coercing their consciences, and is worthy tneir capi-
talist leadership.
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The printers’ union could permanently save its life only b» bow-
ing under the Caudian yoke forced upon it by Herr Von Puttkamer,
of Anti-Socialist law memory. When it tried to escape the tricks of
the Leipzig police court by removing its headquarters from Leipzig
to Stuttgart, Herr von Puttkamer threatened to consider it as an in-
surance office and subject it to the Prussian insurance law, unless it
accepted the following conditions: 1st, to remove the headquarters of
the union to Berlin; 2nd, not to elect politically offensive persons
(that is, not to elect any Socialists) to its executive board; 3rd, that
the authorities should have the right to confirm or reject the executive
board. The printers’ union submitted. for which, of course. it was
severely censured in the circles of class-conscious workingmen.

After the fall of the Anti-Socialist law in 18go, the trades union
movement, having lain low during,its continuance, began anew to
gain ground, although slowly. The industrial crisis, which began in
the vear 1890, after a short period of business activity, and lasted till
1895, was now the chief difficulty. In trades union circles the main
reason for this small growth was supposed to be the indifference and
even, as was claimed, the hostility of a portion of the party and their
leaders. Hence the excited discussions at the above mentioned con-
ventions in the first half of the nineties and at meetings and in the
labor press.

But with the great epoch of prosperity beginning in 1895 and con-
tinuing to the present day, the situation changed. From that time,
trades unions took a new impulse never known before. And thercupon
the views of a portion of the trades union members changed so much
that to them the trades union activity seems the alpha and omega of
all labor politics, and the political activity and the party are con-
sidered secondary and subordinate.

On the other hand, this rapid rise of the trades unions was the
reason why the leaders of the Catholic and Protestant workingmen's
societies considered it necessary to their influence to create trades un-
ions of their own. Thus was introduced a further division of the
-trades union movement, that is, of that movement which more than
any other requires for its success the unity and the solidarity of the
workingmen. But thus the question how to oppose this division and
how this unity and solidarity shall be established, becomes for the
trades unions still more urgent.

THE NEXT PROBLEMS OF THE TRADES UNIONS.

In order to live, the workingman is compelled to sell the only
ware he has, his labor power, to thc emplover. He requires a wage
which will satisfy his customarv needs and the needs of his family,
if he has one. But since the workingman sells his labor power for
a definite time, he sells himself with it, figuratively speaking. Un-
iike every other seller of wares, he is not frece. On the other hand.
the price of his ware, like the price of every other ware, is regulated
by the law of supply and demand in the branch of industry in which
he seeks employment. It is the interest of the employer to keep
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wages as low as possible and make labor time as long as possible. It
is in the interest of the workmgman to get the highest possible wages
and the shortest possible labor time. The interests of the two are there-
fore opposed.

In fact, not high wages and long labor time, but hxgh wages and
short labor time, go hand in hand. 1ne longer the working time in
any trade, the lower are the wages, and vice versa. This is a social
law, the proof of which can be given by a multitude of examples
from daily life. The reason for Jtis this:—The shorter the average
working time of the workingman, the more of a man he is, and the
more of a man he is, the more he can do; and the more he can do, the
more he demands.

But the individual workingman is powerless before the employer.
Every attempt singlehanided to better his condition, as a rule, ends in
his submission and often in his discharge from employment. unless he
prefers to yield. The only way for him to better his conditions of la-
bor, and thus the conditions of his existence, or to resist their deter-
loration, is union with his mates, with his fellow craftsmen. There-
fore nwmbersln[’ mna Irades union is a necessitv of life for cvery work-
ingman.

The aims of the trades unio:ns are :—The raising of w. agee in pro-
portion to the condition of the labor market, the shortening of
working time, abolition of overtime or higher pay for it, wherever it is
unavoidably necessary, the introduction of human conditionsinindustry,
the right of free legal defense, a traveling benefit fund, and assistance
for the unemployed. The trade union fights moreover against de-
crease of wages and lengthening of working hours, in one word.
against the deterioration of conditions of labor. It moreover
strengthens the feeling of solidarity, without which no great aim can
be attained. It manages the collection of necessary funds for the
offensive and for the defensive and for the different benefits. It
calls for strikes and boycotts when there remains no other means of
obtaining its end.

The stronger the trade union is, the more thoroughly will its.
tasks and aims be accomplished. That is,. the more fellow workers
from the same craft belong to it, the more skillful will be its leadership,
and the fuller its treasury. Then also its moral power is so
strong, that many exactions on the workingman are dropped which
otherwise would be attempted.  The mere existence of the trade
union is a.warning to the emplover not to draw the strings too tight.

Moreover, since in the factory and in the respective industry,
workingmen are employed without reeard to religious and political
conviction, often also of different nationalities, the ftrade wunion
therefore must accept its members without respect to religious and
tolitical opinions and nmational descent.

To weld together all existing fellow craftsmen into one organiza-
tion must be its foremost policy, for unless this principle is followed,
it cannot accomplish its mission, or will only accomplish it very im-
perfectly.
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To this first policy for the trades unions, however, is opposed
the present division of the German trades unions. Independent trades
unions, Hirsch-Dunker trades socicties. Christian-Catholic and Pro-
testant workingmen's socicties stand in opposition.  The printers’ union
besides stauds as a peculiar organization, in opposition to which, more-
over, a part of the emplovers have organized a dual union of their
workingmen. .

These divisions are a great weakening of the trade union move-
ment and must be counteracted—a view which is continually gaining
ground in the various camps. It is only through ignorance and
short-sightedness that the workingmen aliow themselves to be abused,
to the damage of their interest, by divisions and mutual slanders—
divisions and slanders <which could never be dreamed of among the
cmployers. Far different is the example of the employers. This ought
to open the eves of the narrowest wnrkmqman and in fact has alrcad\
opened the eves of many.

The class of employvers, aided by the trades accident associations,
to which the accident insurance laws of the German empire com-
pelled them, have formed themselves into an organization far sur-
passing the workingmen’s organization as to solidarity. A large part
of these emplovers’ organizations embrace the emplovers of their in-
dustry to the last man, which cannot be said of any workingmen'’s or-
ganization.

These emiplovers’ organizations have a well-paid staff of officers.
a press unscrupulously subservient to their interests and means us-

- ually far surpassing those of the workingmen’s organizations.

Furthermore, these emplo_-ers’ organizations understand how to
make the best use for themselves of the power of the state and its legis-
intion. And thus they form a power superior, as a rule, to the best

workingmen'’s organizations. '

If there was once a time when the workingmen's organizations
and the feeling of solidarity among the workingmen served the em-
plovers as ait example worthy of imitation, the emplovers on the
other hand have now surpassed the workingmen. Therefore if the
workingmen’s organizations henceforward want to secure for them-
sclves an authoritative influence over conditions of labor, they can
do this only by unitedly and firmly resisting the emplovers, and by
this unity and firmness winning over those of their fellow working-
men who hold aloof either through opposition or indifference or be-
cause they are undecided where to stand. Such unity and firmness
are doubly necessary in view of the change which soon may come in
‘our industrial conditions.

In this world of capitalism. a period of industrial depression fol-
lows a period of industrial prosperity. The signs are multiplving
that the period of industrial prosperitv.which inGermanvbegan in18gs,
has passed its zenith and that industrial depression is now beginning.
With this will come hard times for the workingmen especially, -~ for
they are the first to feel the depression. as they are the last to profit
by the revival of industry, and then usually through struggles, fights
and privations.
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But while it is comparatively easy to gain concessions in a time
of business prosperity, provided the workingmen show a compact
front through their organizations, it is very hardintime of industrial de-
pression to keep what has been gained or to limit their wants to the
lowest possible degree.

LEven more than in time of industrial prosperity, the trade union
in hard times is the protective weapon of the workingman. Without
it he is lost and at the mercy of the employer. In such cases, unity
and solidarity in the trade union are doublv necessary.

Dut to attain this solidarity, that which hitherto has separated
them must be removed, and that must be put in the foreground which
is common to them all—the struggle for the improvement of the ma-
terial and social condition of the workingman.

T'his. thercfore, requires the cessation of bitter discussions about
religion and party politics on both sides, and also the removal of those
clements which by occupaiion and social position do not belong in the
trade union.*

For the trade union is a special workingmen’s organization.
And therefore it should contain only workingmen, or those who have
been workingmen and through the struggle for the cause of labor
have been thrown out of work, or have been called to the fromt by
the confidence of their fellow craftsmen.

So long as the trades unions do not understand that they mutually
must make the above mentioned concessions. there will be no unitv, but
then they will never become what they might be. It is not to be ex-

pected, in the nature of things, that this solidarity can be brought

about over night. But then in place of unity and solidarity should

come at least an aliance. Every thing else, time will bring with it.

Under what conditions such alliances shall be concluded, is not the

problem of this treatise. These conditions the parties concerned can

hest decide. '

FURTHER PROBLEMS OF THE TRADES UNIONS, OR
POLITICS IN THE UNION.

I have pleaded that discussion of religion and party politics and
similar matters shall be kept out of the unions, but this is a demand
which has already been made for several decades by far-seeing union
men and friends of the union. I will recall only the already quoted
resolutions of the trades union congress held in Gotha in 1872 and
the Gotha trades union conference in 1876. But then it was further
held that the trades unionist must be a(lvlsed to join the Social-Demo-
cratic party, and this advice I do not give him.

First, because if I did give this advice, any attempt at an under-
standing with the unions standing on the ground of other party politics
would be out of the question. And secondly, because I consider this
advice superfluous.

Whoever is as much convinced as I am. of the conquering
strength of the Socialist ideas and their power of attraction, knows that
they are gradually winning over the entire working class, even if they

l. In the Hirsh-Dunker trades associations, there are many lawyers anﬁ other profes-
<jona men,
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are not preached and propagated in the tradcs union day by day.

The attitude of the government and the bourgcois parties toward
the demands of labor, even when presented by non-Socialist working-
men, will take care that the logic of development follows its due
course.

When South German Catholic and non-Socialist textile workers
petition the Relchstag for a ten hour day, and a good Roman Catho-
lic workingmen’s society whose members vote the Centrum ticket, in
Beuthen, Upper Silesia, do the same for the introduction of the elght-
hour dav in mines and smeltmg furnaces, and then onlv the Social-
Democratic representatives support these petitions with all their might,
as was done in the last session of the Reichstag, that savs enough.

Besides, let us not f..get that in the sphere of social reforms as
elsewhere, the proverb holds good, that “appetite comes with eating.”
And there is no need to say which of all the political parties is re-
solved and in duty bound to best satisfy the appetite of the working
class for reforms. Let us have some confidence in our own cause.

I therefore maintain, that party politics and religious discussions
must be kept out of the unions. But I maintain that all the more
and all the more earnestly they must carry on workingmen’s politics,
class struggle politics.

The trades union is that organization of labor which fights for
the improvement of the workingmen's condition on the field of the
present order of government and society.

What part it will play later on, under another system of society,
we will not here consider.

The trade union will be true to its mission if it first fulfills the
aims mentioned in the last chapter and then strives for the accom-
plishment of a series of demands from the government and from gov-
ernment legislation, for the accomplishment of which the union, as a
labor organization, has not itself the power. By the laws of the
German Empire, the field of accident, old age, sickness and invalid
insurance, for instance, is withdrawn from the free activity of the
trades unions because the state [in Germany] takes care of that.

Yet the trades unions are interested in the highest degree in tic
execution of these laws and are therefore bound to discuss them and
formulate their wishes-aad demands. The same holds gocd for them
concerning the right of forming unions and holding pubiic mentings,
the right of combination, the entire labor legislation, particularly in re-
gard to Sunday work, a normal working day, night work, and the pro-
tection of work'ng women an young people.  TFurthernmiore the tiades
anions are deeply interested m legislation on home in lustries, fac-
tory laws, factorv inspection, the establishment of a lubor hoard and a
federal labor bureau, legislation on mining, taxes on the necessaries of
life, laws on commerce and taxes, the condition ¢f the workingn..n
in government employ —postal and telegraph service, army work-
shops, railways, construction of streets and waterworks, forestry. etc.
—protective legislation for agricultural laborers and the question of
freedom of moving from one town to another.
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In short, the trades union as a labor organization should embrace
in its discussion in meetings and the press all social and industrial ques-
tions which affect the interests of any considerable number of work-
inmen or of all workingmen. Upon these, it should take a stand.

It must be granted t!at this is a wide field of political activity.
And the trades union is a guarantee in itself that all the above men-
tioned questions will be discussed only from the class standpoint of
the workingman. The trades union press must discuss these subjects
all the more, because there are no means of self-help which the trade
union can itself adopt for changing and bettering these conditions.
The state or the national government must help.

To carry on politics within the limits of these problems is there-
fore the duty of the trade union.

THE LIMITS TO THE POWER OF THE TRADE UNION.

The trade union has a great rccruiting field in which it can ex-
pand. Without exhausting this field, it can number its members
by millions. Yet millions remain outside it and beyond its reach, from
ceneral social causes.

In the first place, there are those industries where female labor
is strongly represented or preponderates. Hitherto the attempt to
bring the working women in large masses into trades union organiza-
tion has failed And it hardly can succeed.

The fact that up till now the supply of female labor is still inex-
naustible, that the working woman by reason of her sex is bound to
lier place of residence or its immediate vicinity, that as a rule she
Tives in the familv and her wages are looked upon only as a supple-
ment to the family income—moreover her want of education and the
probability that in a cerrain number of cases she will be taken out of
the industrial field by marriage—all these are the main causes of this
phenomenon. But if the working woman is a wife and mother—and
the number of married women employed in industry increases vear by
vear—then it is even more difficult to win her for the trades union.

The same is true of those persons employed in home industry
and house work. Their number is also constantlv increasing.  They
compete with regular shop and factory labor and exist under condi-
tions which make the interference of organized forces absolutely in-
dispensable. But for obvious reasons,the organization of persons em-
ploved in home industry and house work will always be very imper-
fect and defective and therefore powerless.

A third class of working people hard to bring into the union—
and their number runs into the hundreds of thousands — are the
workingmen emploved in governmental establishments. A beginning
lhas already been made towards their organization. But whether it will
attain sufhicient strength and force to be able to decidedly resist the
power of the government is very questionable, and hitherto -has never
Lieen proved.
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The same is true of the workingmen in those industries—and
these are the most important—in which the emplovers have united in
great protective associations in the form of syndicates, rings, and
trusts, first to keep up the prices of their wares and to regulate pro-
duction for this purpose, and furthermore to oppose their workmen
and prescribe to them the conditions of work. The power of these
employers’ organizations was clearly 1ccognized by the Webbs, who
must be acknowledged as authorities in the field of trades unionism.
In their book “Theory and Practice of the English Trades Unions,”
Vol. 11, pages 92 and 93, they say:—

“When an entire industry is in tae hands of one single great
capitalist, or is divided between a small number of non-competing
capitalists—espccially if the monopoly is in any way protected against
new rivals—then the trade union finds that its methods of mutual
insurance and collective contract-making are as good as useless.
Examples of this are the great railway companies of the United
Kingdom and some of the great capitalistic trusts of the United States.
Against the unlimited means. tae sure monopoly of news, the abso-
lute unity of will of this modern Leviathan—the quarter of a million
of property of the richest trades union” (the pound sterling is meant,
one pound equals about $5.00) “and the clamor of one or two hundred
thousand of the most obstinate and bitter workingmen are as ineffec-
tive as arrows against an armor-plated ship. * * * * When the govern-
ment is the emplover, the most obstinate and richest trades union can
no more gain its demands than the single workingman.

What the Webbs sav here of the great industrial establishments of
England and the United States, is also true of Germany. Look at the
great German industrial establishments of Krupp. Stumm, the “Dort-
munder Union,” the *“Laurahuette” and the “\ulcan,” etc., to say
nothing of the railway and other government works, and the ac-
curacy of their statements strikes us at once.

Professor Buecher similarly expressed himself in the proceedings
of the Societvy for Social Politics at Vienna in 1894. He there savs,
“The next result of the formation of trusts is alwavs and everywhere
a great strengthening of the emplovers in the fight over conditions
of labor. In a trustified industry the united emplovers stand as one
single, strong-willed individual against th eworkingmen.”

And Dr. L. A. Pohle says in his work “The Trusts of Industrial
Capitalists,” “As a rule, the combination of emplovers is just as far
superior to the organization of workingmen as the individual emplover
s superior to the individual workiningman.”

From all this it follows, tnat much asistance from the trades un-
ions is impossible for large branches of workingmen. And the agri-
cultural laborers collectively and severally come under this head and
demand attention by their great influx into the cities and industrial
circies.

The condition of these workingmen can be improved only by coe-
ernmental and legislative measures.  And therefore to stand for these
mieasures above all is the duty of the trades unions, because they have
the advantage of independence and often also of insight over those
who must be helped.
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Moreover this is for the interest of the trades unions, as they
must want to prevent the influx of badly paid workingmen. Whe-
ever therefore advises the trades unions to keep out of politics, injures
them most severely, for it is quite impossible that they can attain on
the lasis of pure trades union activity that which they wish to attain
and must attain.

The trades union press especially must aim to exert a clear and
stimulating influence on all the above-mentioned political questions.
And at the same time, it must keep in siglit the universal economic
devclopment, the conditions of the labor market and the world mar-
ket, inventions and discoveries which are important to economic life.
the social politics of governments and parliaments and factory in-
spection and its results.

The trades union's field of activity is therefore large and com-
prehensive. And if rightly worked, it must bear fruits which will ne-
cessarily conduce to universal economic and political progress.

THE TRADES UNIONIST AS A CITIZEN AND A
PARTY MAN.

From what has been said, it follows that, although the trades un-
1on must go into workingmen’s politics, but not necessarily party poli-
#cs. yet for the individual member of the trades union, the hour will
come when he must give due expression to his convictions in the
fight of political parties. But here he acts not as a trades -nionist,
but as a citizen of his country.

Moreover, in city, state and national elections, the trades unionist
must take a position not only on questions which especially interest
him as a member of his trades union, but also on other questions de-
manding attention as the times call them forth, and which concern
him as a member of the city and the nation. T hese questions are popu
lar and higher education, the position of religious communities in
state and community, taxes, traffic affairs of public welfare and pub-
lic and private security, public administration, care of public health
and the poor, administration of civil and penal justice, political rights
of men and women as citizens in the nation, state, and city, agrarian
and individual politics, commercial politics, foreign and colonial poli-
tics, army and navy affairs, etc.

The trades unionist, whether he takes part as a single voter or

solicits the confidence of the voters as a candidate, now appears as

. a party man. For only in a party can he gain his purpose, either to
sce clected the man of' his choice or to be elected himself.

What party he joins, is the affair of his own convictions. For
the trades union has no right to question him about his political con-
victions, nor has it the right to prescribe to him to what party he shall
belong outside of the trades union. If the trades unions know how
to practice this degree of tolerance on both sides, their future will be
satisfactory and useful.. .
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For those who cannot yet accustom themselves to such a stand of
the trades unions, I point to the attitude of the enemies of everv
strong labor movement,— according to my old rule of listening to
what the enemy .says. These opponents, without exception, are
against my deductions. This for me is a proof that I and those who
think with me are on the right road.

In conclusion, just a short reply to my critics in our own party.
I have here purposely avoided going into their objections against
my views. I do not wish to push an argument which can easily do
more harm than good.

In my opinion, the tendency to unity and solidarity in the trades
unions is irresistible, just because it results from the inherent nature
of this movement. I have not spoken on my own initiative, but I was
asked to state my opinion on this subject. Morcover, I am con-
vinced that no tongue, however eloquent, and no pen, however able,
can lonz persuade the trades unionists of different factions that what
has proved to be a great advantage to their natural enemies, the class
of the employers, is a disadvantage to the workingmen.

As centralization in the organization of the working class becomes
a necessity against the centralizing tendencies of capitalism, so the
centralized united trades union of the workingmen is necessary against
the centralized industrial organization of the emplovers. ’

The members of the various trades nnions daily must repeat to
themselves this question: Why are they urged to organize in inde-
pendent liberal, Catholic, and Protestant unions and unions “friendly
to emplovers,” while the employers themselves, laying aside all their
differences, unite together as a solid emplovers’ organization against
the divided union organizations? Andagain: Why are organizations
“friendly to employers” fornied, like the dual organization of the
printers union, while no one has ever heard of an employers’ organi-
zation friendly to workmen?

Answer: Class interest preserves the emplovers from such harm-
ful tollies. But the deficient class interest and class-consciousness,
the ignorance and narrowness of a great part of the workingmen en-
ables false friends to lead them by the nose and divide them to the
delight of their natural enemies.

\Who has ears to hear, let him hear!

WY EE,
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No Impossibilism for Us!

By Victor L. Berger .
a GAIN we are challenged by the I. W. W. element of our party

—an element, most of whom are as ignorant as they are fanati-

cal and hvpocritical—not only for our stand towards the

American Federation of Labor, which for all its weaknesses
is in every way preferable to the 1. W. W.—but also because we al-
wavs were in favor of a working program for our party and always
will be.

Now even some people of that sort who lay claim to a little brains
are opposed to a working program or belittle its value. Why? Well,
they say, we can never accomplish anything as long as capitalism ex-
ists.  And because any program means compromise with the
middle. class and is therefore treason. And because Hearst or Bryan
might steal our thunder, and that would be the end of us.

*® L] *

The first of these arguments—that nothing can be done under cap-
italism—we deny in toto.

A great deal has been done under capitalism for the laboring class
and for humanity.” And a great deal more must be done, or Socialism
will never be possible.

As a matter of fact, we do not know much about the co-opera-
tive commonwealth, and none of us who have really studied Socialism
and history care to desctibe it.

What interests us first, is the solution of those problems which
* ocialists must solve within the present society.

Therefore, we are compelled to put forth and maintain the series
of demands which form the working program of the Socialist plat-
form. The Social-Democratic party is just a political party. If we
were a mere sect, then we should only need a sort of confession of
faith.

As a political party, which wishes above all things to represent
the wage-working class, it is our first duty to take care that all the peo-
ple who perform the useful and necessary labor shall be economically,
morally, and physically strengthenel, rescued from extreme poverty
and made capable of resistance inbody and spirit. Every success in this
direction will naturally compel us to work for those demands which
are not yet attained.

In this way, the present capitalist system—not without many dan-
gers, and perhaps with repeated effusions of blood—will “grow into”
(to use L.iebknecht's expression) the Socialistic system.

* » *

As for the second argument, that all social reforms necessitate
working with the middle class at certain times —and certain ‘“com-
promises” as the Deleonites would call it—that cannot be denied.
But that is not treason, that is simply citizenship. Al politics is com-
promise, because it means abiding by the will of the majority. And
of course, we have not the majority.
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No real scientific Socialist will accuse the Social-Democratic
Herald of “opportunism” because we believe in a policy of steady
Socialistic reforms. We do not believe that a “catastrophe” can
change very much in the social system per se, unless economic
conditions (besides also the education and enlightenment of the peo-
ple) are favorable towards a complete change.

Otherwise, we might simply change masters.

And we can truthfully say that some of the so-called Socialists
we know personally and others perhaps that we do not know would
be worse task-masters than any the capitalist world has ever pro-
duced.

A moral, physical. and intellectual strengthening of the prole-
tariat, and the formation of a class alliance with farmers of progres-
sive views, we consider pre-requisites, without which, there is o
chance for Socialism, even if “revolutions’ do happen.

Moreover, as we have frequently pointed out in these columns, the
cvolutionary view which we stand for does not necessarily exclude a
“bloody revolution,” or even a round dozen of them. For proof of
this, take the revolutions and uprisings of the bcurgeoisie against mon-
archs and feudalism.

In the world’s history, there are no sudden leaps. Today, more
than 100 vears after the bloody abolition of the nobilityand the church
in France “forever.” it was only the Socialists who saved the repubiic
for the French people a few years ago from being overthrown by the
nobles and the crozier.

Just so, or even more so, it will be with the social revolution, or
rather, the social revolutions.

* * &

And the silliest argument of all is the one that Hearst and Brvan
“might steal our thunder.” If it can be stolen, it ought to be stolen.
If Hearst and Bryan should steal our thunder, they are really welcoine
to it. But we do not believe that they can steal it. They might steal
certain phrases—and especially, the phraseology of the I. W. W, and
of the S. L. P. is easily alienated, because it sounds big and means
nothing.

Besides, we, the Social-Democrats, do not simply “want to make
" a noise like Socialists.” We actualy want to do something as Social-
ists. We want to be constructive and build up, not only destruct-
ive and tear down. .

Our Socialism is not thunder—not simply hot air— it is lightning
that strikes, purifies and enlightens the world.

Since the time of Prometheus, nobody has ever stolen genuine
lightning.

According to the fable, Prometheus stole it, in order to teach men
the art of making fire and laying the foundations of civilization. If a
new Prometheus should steal the lightning of the “Socialist gods™ to
give it to men and thus build up a higher civilization. the writer, like
an old heretic, would be one of the first men to foliow.

But unfortunately, the Titans are all dead—Prometheus was the
last. .
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Neither Billie Hearst nor Billie Bryan have a drop of Titanic
blood in their veins.

But enough of mythology.

Some of us have little faith in heavens—either the ancient Greek,
the modern Christian, or the future Socialist heaven.

With this declaration, we give hereby the Sergeant-at-arms of the
“Socialist heaven” of the future the right to shut tl.e door in our face,
if we should ever apply for admission.

* * x

Yet, because we are evolutionary Socialists, we should like to see
a svstematic way of arming all the people. Not for the sake of “revo-
lution,” but for the sake of peace and progress.

An armed people are always a free people. Even the demagogues
then would have a great deal less to say than they have to-dav.

An armed people is always a strong people.

With the nation armed (as for instance, in Switzerland) reforms
of all kinds are carried easily and without bloodshed. With the nation
armed, the proletariat could even trust capitalist parties with earnestly
desiring social reforms and with earnestly carrying them out.

With the nation armed in a systematic way, the capitalist class
need not fear any sudden uprisings. But with the nation armed. the
workingmen are not in danger of being shot down like dogs at the
least provocation.

On the other hand, we are absolutely in favor of the Socialistic
reforms—*“one step,” two steps, or six steps at a time—as many as
we can make—and we are unalterably opposed to the impotent and
good for nothing REIYOLUTIONARY PHRASES and holy words

that are the stock in trade of cer- ;
tain hypocritical or ignorant “So- ) 7?)( v
cialist” shouters. t,j_t-‘l- . *2“

A Socialist Countess.

Speaking recently to a newspaper reporter in London, the Coun-
tess of Warwick said: ’

“I believe most firmly that in the ownership by the people
of all means of production lies the only true and effective remedy
for the evils which we see around us. So you must write me down a
pronounced Socialist, a .convinced adherent of the doctrines enunciat-
ed by Karl Marx and an entire sympathizer with the aims of the So-
cial-Democratic Federation. It seems to me impossible to consider
the present condition of the masses of the people—the unemployment,
the hideous sweating system, and the gray, hopeless lives of the great
majority of our toilers—without seeing that the whole root of the evil
lies in the possession of all the means of life by a small privileged
class.” : :




	Pages from vanguard_v4_oct_1905-oct_1906 (1)-9.pdf
	v04n11-sep-1906-vanguard
	Pages from v04n11-sep-1906-vanguard.pdf
	Pages from v04n10-aug-1906-vanguard.pdf




