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INTRODUCTION.

THE principles of the gentleman, who is the
subject of the following pages, are very clearly ex-
plained and illustrated in four essays entitled ¢ A New
View of Society ’ or, ¢ Essays on the formation of hu-
man character, preparatory to the developement of a
plan for gradually ameliorating the condition of man-
kind,” published by him about 10 years back—and the
good sense and utility of his practice are daily shewn
in the very improved state of his village of New Lanarky
of which a view is given.

We subjoin some extracts from the essays,
which state’ Mr. Owen’s leadmg ptiniciples, and which
give, in his own words, an authentic accotint of the rise
and progress of New Lanark, up to the périod when
those essays weére written'; adding' such information as
we can vouch for, relative to' the progréss made since
that time, and the present state of that most interésting
establishmént.

¢ ANY GENERAL CHARACTER, FROM THE BEST TO
THE' WORST, FROM THE MOST IGNORANT TO THE
MOST ENLIGHTENED, MAY BE GIVEN TO ANY COM-
MUNITY, EVEN TO THE WORLD AT LARGE, BY THE
APPLICATION OF PROPER MEANS; WHICH MEANS ARE
TO A GREAT EXTENT AT THE COMMAND AND UNDER

THE CONTROUL OF THOSE WHO HAVE INFLUENCE IN
THE AFFAIRS OE w.”
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¢ The fundamental principle, on which all these
essays proceed, is, that ¢children collectively may be
taught any sentiments and habits;’ or, in other words,
¢ trained to acquire any character.’

¢ No one, it may be supposed, can now be so defec-
tive in knowledge as to imagine that it is a different
human nature, which by its own power forms itself
into a child of ignorance, of poverty, and of habits
leading to crime and to punishment—or into a votary
of fashion, claiming distinction from its folly and in-
consisten¢y; or to fancy that it is some undefined,
blind, unconscious process of human nature itself, dis-
tinct from instruction, ithat forms the sentiments and
habits of the men of commerce, of agriculture, the
law, the church, the army, the navy, or of the private
and illegal depredator on society; or that is a dif-
ferent human nature which constitutes the societies of
the Jews, of Friends, and of all the various religious
denominations which have existed or which now exist.
No ! human nature, save the minute differences which
are ever found in all the compounds of the creation, is
one and the same in all. It is without exception uni-
versally plastic, and by judicious training, THE 1IN~
FANTS OF ANY ONE CLASS IN THE WORLD MAY BE REA~
DILY FORMED INTO MEN OF ANY OTHER CLASS; EVEN
TO BELIEVE AND DECLARE THAT CONDUCT TO BE RIGHT
AND VIRTUOUS, AND TO DIE IN ITS DEFENCE, WHICH
THEIR PARENTS HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO BELIEVE AND
SAY WAS WRONG AND VICIOUS, AND TO OPPOSE WHICH,
THOSE PARENTS WOULD ALSO HAVE WILLINGLY SACRI-
FICED THEIR LIVES. :

¢ It will then be seen that the foundation, on which
these evils have been erected, is gﬁomnce, proceeding
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from fhe errors, which have been impressed on the
minds of the present generation by its predecessors ;
and chiefly by that greatest of all errors, the notion
that individuals form their own characters. For while
this aost inconsistent and therefore most absurd of all
human conceptions shall continue to be forced upon
the young mind, there will remain no foundation what-
ever, on which to build a sincere love and extended
charity fpom man to his fellow-creatures.

¢ The doctrines, which have been, and now are taught
throughout the world, must necessarily create and
perpetuate, and they do create and perpetuate, a
total want of mental charity among men. They also
generate superstition, bigotry, hypocrisy, hatred, re-
venge, wars, and all their evil consequences. For it
has been, and is a fundamental principle in every
system hitherto taught, with exceptions more nominal
than real, ¢that man will possess merit, and receive
eternal reward, by believing the doctrines of that
peculiar system ; that he will be eternally punished if
he disbelieves them ; that all those innumerable indi-
viduals also, who, through time, have been taught
to believe the tenets of this system,. must be
doomed to eternal misery.” Yet nature itself, in
all its works, is perpetually operating to convince men
of such gross absurdities, |

¢ Yes, my deluded fellow-men, believe me, for your
future happiness, that the facts around us, when you
shall observe them aright, will make it evident, even to
demonstration, that all such doctrines must be erroneous,
because THE WILL OF MAN HAS NO POWER WHATEVER
OVER HIS OPINIONS; HE MUST, AND LVER DID, AND
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EVER WILL, BELIEVE WHAT HAS BEEN, IS, OR MAY
BE IMPRESSED ON HIS MIND BY HIS PREDECESSORS,
AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH SURROUND HMiM. It
becomes therefore the essence of irrationality to sup-
pose that any human being, from the creation to this
day, could deserve praise or blame, reward or punish-
ment, for the prepossession of early education.

¢ It is comparatively of little avail to give to either
young or old, ®precept upon precept, and line upon
line,, EXCEPT THE MEANS SHALL BE ALSO PRE-
PARED TO TRAIN THEM IN GOOD PRACTICAL HABITS.
Hence an education for the un-taught and ill-taught
becomes of the first importance to the welfare of
society ; and it is this which has influenced 2l the ar-
rangements connected with the new institution,

¢¢ From the earliest ages, it has been the practice of
the world, to act on the supposition that each indi-
vidual man forms his own character, and that there-
fore he is accountable for all his sentiments and habits,
and consequently merits reward for some, and punish-
ment for others. Every system, which has been es-
tablished among men, has been founded on these
erroneous principles. , When, however, they shall be
brought to the test of fair examination, they will be
found not only unsupported, but in direct opposition to
all experience, and to the evidence of our senses.
This is not a slight mistake which involves cinlitrivial.
consequences. It is a fundamental error of the highest
possible magnitude. It enters into all our proceedings
regarding man from his infancy, and will be found to
be the true and sole origin of evil. It generates and
perpetuates ignorance, hatred, and revinge, where,

pigitized by (5O gle HARVARD
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without such error, only intelligenee, confidence, and
kindness, would exist. It has hitherto been the evil
genius of the world. It severs man from man
throughout the various regions of the earth; and
makes enemies of those, who, but for'this gross error,
would have enjoyed each other’s kind offices and sin-
cere friendship. It is, in short, an error, which carries
misery in all its consequences,

¢ This error cannot much longer exist, for every day
will make it more and more evident THAT THE CHAR-
ACTER OF MAN 18, WITHOUT A SINGLE EXCEPTION,
ALWAYS FORMED FOR HIM; THAT IT MAY BE, AND
1S CHIEFLY, CREATED BY HIS PREDECESSORS; THAT
THEY GIVE HIM, OR MAY GIVE HIM, HIS IDEAS AND
HABITS, WHICH ARE THE POWERS THAT GOVERN AND
DIRECT HIS CONDUCT, MAN, THEREFORE, NEVER DID,
NOR IS IT POSSIBLE HE EVER CAN, FORM HIS OWN
CHARACTER,

‘ Fhe facts, which by the invention of printing have
gradually accumulated, now show the errors of the sys-
tems of our forefathers so distinetily, that they must be,
when pointed out, evident to all classes of the cornmu-
nity, and render it absolutely necessary, that new legis-
lative measures be immediately adopted, to prevent ilie
confasion which must arise, from even the most ignorant
being competent to detect the* absurdity and glaring
injustice of many of these laws, by which they are now

¢ Such are t_ho;ia laws, which enact punishments for a
very great variety of actions designated crimes; while
those, from whom such actions proceed, are regularly

trained to acquire no other knowledge than that which
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compels them to conclude, that those actions are the
best the}' could perform.

“ How much longer shall we continue to allow gener-
ation after generation, to be taught crime from their
infancy, and, when so taught, hunt them like beasts of
the forests, until they are entangled be;, ond escape in
the toils and nets of the law 2 when, if the cxrcumstan-
ces of those poor unpitied sufferers had been reversed
with those who are even surrounded with the pomp and
dignity of justice,—these latter would have been at the
bar of the culprit, and the former would have heen in
the judgment seat.

¢ Can any question be brought forward of deeper in-

terest to the co'mmunity, than that which affects the
formation of character and the well-being of every in-
dividual within the empire? a question too which,
when understood, will be found to offer the means of
amelioration to the revenues of these kin gdums, far
beyond any practical plan now likely to be devised.—
Yet, important as are considerations of revenue, they
must appear secondary, when put in competition with
the lives, liberty, and comfort of cur fellow-subjeets;
which are now hourly sacrificed for want of an ¢ffective
legislative measure to prevent erime. And is an act of
such vital importance to the well-being of all to be
longer delayed? Skall yet another year pass in whick
crime shall be forced on the infant,who, in ten, twenty,
or thirty years hence, shall suffer praTH for being taught
that crime ? Surely it is impossible. Should it be so
delayed, tke individuals of the present parliament, the
legislators of this day, ought in strict and impartial
justice to be amenable to the laws, for not adopting the
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means in their power to prevent the crime; rather than
the poor, untrained, and unprotected culprit, whose
previous years, if he had language to describe them,
would exhibit a life of unceasing wretchedness, arising
solely from the errors of society. »

< The principles developed  in this ¢ New View of
Society,” will point out a remedy whick is almost simpli-
city itself, possessing no more practical difficulties than
many of the common employments of life ; and such as
are readily overcome by men of very ordinary practical
talents.

¢ That such a remedy is easily practicable, may be
collected from the account of the following very partial

experimeut.
-

¢ In the year 1784, the late Mr. Dale, of Glasgow,
founded a manufactory for spinning of cotton, near the
falls of the Clyde, in the county of Lanark, in Scot-
land ; and about that period cotton mills were first in-
troduced into the northern part of the kingdom.

¢ It was the power which could be cbtained from the
falls of water which induced Mr. Dale to erect his mills
in this situation, for in other respects it was not well
chosen.—The country around was uncultivated,—the
inhabitants were poor, and few in number,—and the
roads in the neighbourhood were so bad, that the falls,
now so celebrated, were then unknown to strangers.

“ It was therefore necessary to collect a new population,
to supply the infant establishment with labourers. This
however, was no light task; for all the regularly trained
Scotch peasantry disdained the idea of working early
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‘and latey day after day, within cotton mills. Two modes
then only remained of obtaining these labourers;—the
otte, to procuve children from the various publie chari-
ties of the country,—and the other, to indace iamlhes
to settle around the works.

«T'o accommodate the first, a large bouse was erect-
ed, which ultimately contained about five hundred
children, who were procured chiefly from work-houses
and charities in Edinburgh. These children were to
be fed, clothedd and educated; and these duties Mr.
Dale performed with the unwearied benevolence, which
it is well known he possesscd.

“To obtain the second, a village was built, and the’
houses were let at a low rent to such families as could
be'induced to accept employment in the mills: but such
was the general dislike to that occupation at the time,
that, with a few exceptions, only persons destitule of
friends, employment and character, were found willing
to try the experiment—and of these a sufficient number
to supply a constant increase of the manufactory could
not be obtained. It was therefore deemed a favor on
the part, even of such individuals to reside at the vil-
lage, and when taught the business they grew so valu-
able to the establishment, that they became agents not
to be governed contrary to their own inclinations. =

¢ Mr. Dale’s principal avocations were at a distance
from the works, which'he seldom visited more than once
for a few hours in three or four months.—He was there-
fore under the necessity of committing the management
of the establishment to various servants, with more or
less power,

) .
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¢ Those who have a practical knowledge of mankind,
will readily anticipate the character which a population
so collected and constituted would acquire. It is there-
fore necessary to state, that the community by degrees
was formed under these circumstances into a very
wretched society.—Every man did that which was right
in his own eyes, and vice and immorality prevailed to a
monstrous extent. The population lived in idleness—
in poverty—in almost every kind of crime ; consequent-
ly, in debt—out of health, and in misery. Yet to make
matters still worse,—although the cause proceeded from
the best possible motive, a conscientious adherence to
principle,—the whole was under a strong sectarian in-
fluence, which gave a marked and decided preference to
one set of religious opinions over all others, and the
professors of the favoured opinions were the privileged
of the community. ;

¢ The boarding-house containing the children pre-
sented a very different scene. The benevolent proprietor
spared no expense to give comfort to the poor children.
The rooms provided for them were spacious, always
clean, and well ventilated ;—the food was abundant, °
and of the best quality,—the clothes were neat and use-
ful,—a surgeon was kept in constant pay to direct how
to prevent or to cure disease,—and the best instructors,
which the country afforded, were appointed to teach
such branches of education as were deemed likely to be
useful to children in their situation. Kind and well-
disposed persons were appointed to superintend all their

- proceedings. Nothing, inshort, at first sight seemed

wanting to render it a most complete charity.
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“ But to defray ithe expense of these well-devised
arrangements, and support the establishment generally,
it was absolutely necessary that the children should be
employed within the mills, from six o'clock in the morn-~
ing 'till seven in the evening, summer and winter ; and
after these hours their education commenced. The di-
rectors of the public charities, from mistaken economy,
would not consent to send the children under their care
to cotton mills, unless the children were received by
the proprietors, at the ages of six, seven and eight ;—
and Mr. Dale was under the necessity of accepting
them at those ages, or of stopping the manufactory
which be had commenced.

¢ It is not to be supposed that children so young could
remain, with the interval of meals only, from six in the
morning until seven in the evening, in constant employ-
ment on their feet within cotton mills, and afterwards
acquire much proficiency in education.—~And so it
proved; for many of them became dwarfs in body and
mind, and some of them were deformed. Their labour
through the day, and their education at night, became
so irksome, that numbers of them continually ran away,
and almost all looked forward with impatience and

‘anxiety to the expiration of their apprenticeship of seven,

cight, and nine years; which generally expired when
they were from thirteen to fifteen years old. At this
period of life, unaccustomed to provide for themselves,
and unacquainted with the world, they usually went to
Edinburgh or Glasgow, where boys and girls were
soon assailed by the innumerable temptations which all

large towns present, and to which many of them fell
sacrifices, :

|
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¢ Thus Mr. Dale’s arrangements and kind solicitude
for the comfort: and happiness of these children, were
rendered, in their ultimate effect, almost nugatory. They
were hired by him, and sent to be employed; and with-
out their labour he could not support them ; but, while
under his care, he did all that any individual, circum-
stanced as he was, could do for his fellow-creaturés.—
The exrvor proceeded from the children being sent from
the ﬁ'ﬁrk-hpus@s at an age much too young for employ-
ment. They- ought to have been detained four years
'Ionger, and elucated ; and theqpme of the evils, which
followed, would have been prevented.

“If such be a true picture, not overcharged, of
pavish apprentices to our manufacturing system, under
the best and most humane regulations, in what colours
must it be exhlblted under the worst?

i Mr. Dale was advancing in years: he had no son
to succeed him; and finding the consequences just
described to be the result of all his strenuous exertions
for the improvement and happiness of his fellow-
creatures, it is not surprising that he became disposed
to retire from the cares of the establishment. He
accordingly sold it to some English merchants and
manufacturers ; one of whom, under the circumstances
just narrated, undertook the management of ‘the con-
cern, and fixed his résillence in the midst of the
population. This individual had been previously in
the management of large establishments, employing
number of #ork-penp}_e in the neighbourhood of Man-
chester ; and in every case, by the steady application
of certain general principles, he succeeded in reforming
the habits of thos¢ under his care, and who alwags
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among their associates in similar employment appeared
conspicuous for their good conduct. With this previous
success in re-modelling English character, but igno-
rant of the local ideas, manners, and customs of those
now committed to his management, the stranger com-
menced his task. '

© <At that period the lower classes inScotland, like
those of other countries, had strong prejudices against
strangers having any authority over them, and parti-
cularly against the English ; few of whom had then
settled in Scotland, and not one in the neighbourhood
of the scenes under description. It is also well known
that even the Scotch peasantry and working classes
possess the habit of making observations and reason-
ing thereon with great acuteness; and in the present
case those employed naturally concluded that the new
purchasers intended merely to make the utmost profit
by the establishment, from the abuses of which many
of themselves were then deriving support. The per-
sons employed at these works were therefore strongly
prejudiced against the new director of the establish-
ment ; prejudiced, because he was a stranger and from
England; because he succeeded Mr. Dale, under
whose proprietorship they acted almost as they liked ;
because his religious creed was not theirs ; and because
they concluded that the works would be governed by
new laws and regulations, ealculated to squeeze, as
they often termed it, the greatest sum of gain out of
their labour. X

“In consequence, from the day he arrived among
them, every means which ingenuity could devise was
was set to work to counteract the plan which he at-
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tempted to introduce; and, for two ycars, it was a re-
gular attack and defence of prejudices and mal-prac=
tices between the manager and population of the place;
without the former being able to make much progress,
or convince the latter of the sincerity of his good inten-
tions for their welfare. He, however, did not lose his
patience, his temper, or his confidence in the certain
succes of the principles on which he founded his con-
duct. These principles ultimately prevailed ; the popu-
lation could not continue to resist a firm well-directed
. kindness administering justice to all. They therefore
slowly and cautiously began to give him some portion
of their confidence ; and, as this increased, he was
enabled more and more to develope his plans for their
amelioration. It may with truth be said, that at this
period they possessed almost all the vices and very few
of the virtues of a social community, Theft and the
receipt of stolen goods was their trade, idleness and
drunkenness their habit, falsechood and deception their
garb, dissentions civil and religious their daily practice:
they united only in 2 zealous systematic opposition to
their employers.

Y

“Here, then, was a fair field on which to try the
efficacy, in practice, of principles supposed capable of
altering any characters. The manager formed his
plans accordingly : he spent some time in finding out
the full extent of the evil against which he had to con-
tend, and in tracing the true causes which had pro-
duced, and were continuning, those effects. He found
that all was distrust, disorder, and disunion; and he
wished to introduce confidence, regularity, and har-
mony. He therefore began to bring forward his vari-
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ous expedients, to withdraw the unfavourable circum-
stances by which they had been hitherto surrounded,
and replace them by others caleulated to producea
more happy result. - He soon discovered that theft was
extended through almost all the ramifications of the
community, and the receipt of stolen goods through all
the country around. To remedy this evil, not one
hﬁl punishment was inflicted, not one individual im-
prisoned, even for an hour : but checks and other rc-

gulations of prevention were introduced. AE short plain
explanation of the immediate benefits they would de-
rive from a different conduct was inculcated by those, in-
structed for the purpose, who had the best powers of rea-
soning among themselves. They were at the same time
instrueted how to direct their industry in legal and use-
ful occupations; by which, without danger or disgrace,
they could really earn more than they had previously
obtained by dishonest practices.—Thus the difficulty of
committing the crime was increased, the detection after-
wards rendered more easy, the habit of honest industry
formed, and the pleasure of good conduct experienged.

“Drunkenness was attacked in the same manner. It
was discountenanced on every occasion by those, whao
had charge of any department. Its destructive and per-
nicious effects were frequently stated by his own more
prudent comrades, at the proper moment, when the
individual was soberly suffering from the effects of his
previous excess. Pot-and public-houses were gradually
removed from the immediate vicinity of their dwellings:
the health and comfort of temperance were made fami-
liar to them: by degrees drunkenness disappeared,
and many who were habitual bacchanalians are now
conspicuous for undeviating sobriety.’
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“Falsehood and deception met with a similar fate.
They were held in disgrace ; their practical evils were
shortly explained ; and every countenance was given
to- truth and open conduct. The pleasure and sub-
stantial advantages, derived fron the latter, soon over-
came the impolicy, error, and consequent misery, which
the former mode of acting had created. ‘
¢“Dissentions and guarrels were undermined by ana-

| logous expedients. 'When they could not be readily

adjusied between the parties themselves, they were
stated to the manager ; and, as in such cases both dispu-
tants were usually more or less in the wrong, that
wrong was in as few words as possible explained—
forgiveness and friendship recommended—and one sim-
ple and easily remembered precept inculcated, as the
most valuable rule for their whole conduct, and the
advantages of which they would experience every mo-
ment of their lives :—viz. ¢ That in future they should
endeavour to use the same active exertions to make
each other happy and comfortable, as they had hitherto
done to make each other miserable; and, by carrying
this short memorandum in their mind, and applying
it on all occasions, they would soon render that place
a paradise, which, from the most mistaken principles of
of action, they now made the abode of misery’.—The
experiment was tried—the partics enjoyed the gratifi- -
cation of this new mode of conduct—references rapidly
subsided—and now serious differences are scarcely
known.

Considerable jealousies also existed on account of
one religious sect possessing a decided preference over

ﬂﬂie-ot_hers. This was corrected by discontinuing that
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preference, and giving an uniform encouragement to
those who conducted themselves well, among all the
various religious persuasions; by recommending the
same consideration to be shown to the conscientious
opinions of each sect, on the ground, that all must
believe the particular doctrines which they had been
taught, and consequently all were in that respect upon
an equal footing ; nor was it possible yet to say which
was right, or which wrong. It was likewise inculcated,
that all should attend to the essence of religion, and
not act as the world was now taught and trained to
do: that is, to overlook the substance and essence of
religion, and devote their talents, time, and money, to
that which is far worse than its shadow, sectarianism ;
another term for something very injurious to society,
and very absurd, which one or other well meaning en-
thusiast has added to #rue religion ; which, without
these defects, would soon form those characters which
every wise and good man is anxious to sece.

 Such statements and conduct arrested sectarian
animosity and ignorant intolerance. Each retains
full liberty of conscience, and, in consequence,
each partakes of the sincere friendship of many
sects instead of one. They act with cordiality to-
gether in the same departments and pursuits, and
associate as though the whole community were not
of different sectarian persuasions: and not one evil
ensues.

¢« The same principles were applied to correct the
irregular intercourse of the sexes. Such conduct was
discountenanced and held in disgrace. Fines were
levied upon both parties for the use of the support
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fund* of the community. But because they had once
unfortunately offended against the established laws and
customs of society, they were not forced to become vi-
cious, abandoned, and miserable. The door was left
open for them to return to the comforts of kind friends
and respected acquaintance; and, beyond any previous
expectation, the evil became greatly diminished.

¢ The system of receiving apprentices from public
charities was abolished,—permanent settlers with large
families were encouraged, and comfortable houses were
built for their accommodation.

¢ The practice of employing children in the mills,
of six, seven and eight years of age, was discontinued,
and their parents were advised to allow them to acquire
health and education, until they were ten years old .

* This fund arose from each individual contributing one
sixtieth part of their wages, which, under their own manage-
ment, was applied to support the sick, the injured by acci-
dent, and the aged.

1 It may be remarked, that even this age is too early to
keep them at constant employment in manufactories, from
six in the morning to seven in the evening. Far better
would it be for the children, their parents, and for society,
that the first should not commence employment until they

“attain the age of twelve, when their education might be
finished, and their bodies would be more competent to un-
dergo the fatigue and exertions required of them. When
parents can be trained to afford this additional time to their
children without inconvenience, they will, of course, adopt
the practice now recommended. :

b
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¢ The children were taught reading, writing, and
arithmetic, during five years, that is, from five to ten,
in the village school, without expense to their parents.
All the modern improvements in education have been
adopted, or are in process of adoption . They may
therefore be taught and well trained before they engage
in any regular employment. Another important con-
sideration is, that all their instruction is rendered a
pleasure and delight to them. They are much more
anxious for the hour of school time to arrive than to
end. They therefore make a rapid progress; and it
may be safely asserted, that if they shall not be trained
to form such characters s way be #ost desired, the
fault will not proceed from the children : the cause will
be in the want of a true knowledge of humian nature in
those who have the matiagement o6f them and their
parents.

“ During the period thit these ¢éhanges were going
forward, attention was given to the domestic arrange~
ments of the community. Their houses were rendered
more comfortable—their streets were improved—the
best provisions were purchased, and sold to them at low
rates, yet covering the original expense, and under
such regulations as taught them how to proportien
thieir expenditure to their income. Fuel and élothes

f!.t-l "-ﬂ!'-.'"l gesn g bowa g U g “_-a-fn. aa o ol ol - i ] .

) To avoid the inconveniences whlch must ever arise
from the introductionof a particular creed into aschool, the
: chlldren are taught to read in such books as mculcata those
precepts of the christian religion, which are common to all
denominations.
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were obtained for them in the same manner ; and no
advantage was ever attempted to be taken of them or

means used to deceiye them.

\

“In consequence, their animosity and opposition
to the stranger subsided—their full confidence was aob-
tained, and they became satisfied that no evil was
intended them. They were conyinced that a real desire
existed to inerease their happiness, upon those grounds
alone on which it eould be permanently increased.
All difficulties in the way of future improvement
vanished. They were taught to be rational, and they
acted rationally. Thus both parties experlenced the
incalculable ndwantages of the system which had been
adopted. Those employed became industrious, tem-
perate, healthy, faithful to their emPIG}fers, and kind
to each other; while the proprietors were derivi
services from their attachmcnt, almost without inspec-
tion, far beynnd those which could be obtained by any
other means than thnse of mutual confidence and
kindness, Such was the effect of these principles on
the adults—on those whose previous habits had been
as ill formed as habits could be—and certainly the ap-
plication of the PI’IHCIPIEB to practice was made under
the most unfnvoumble c;rcumsfa.ncea.”"

. s s 10 G2 NIl I I oiehns Theinny snt : >

* It may be:uppomd that t.hucommumty nasaeparated
from other society ; but themppmmnnwmﬂd be erroneous,
for it had daily and hourly communication with a population

exceeding itself. The royal borough of Lanark is only one
mile distant from the works. Many individuals come daily

from the former to be employed at the latter; and a gene-
ral intercourse is constantly maintained between the old and
new towns.
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“ For some time to come there can be but one
practicable, and therefore one rational reform, which
without danger can be attempted in these realms—a
reform in which all men and parties may join—that is,
a reform in the training and in the management of the
poor, the ignorant, the untaught and untrained, or ill
taught and ill trained, among the whole mass of British
population ; and a plain, simple, and practicable plan,
which would not contain the least danger to any indi-
vidual, or to any part of society, may be devised for
that purpose.

“That plan is a national, well digested, unexclusive
system for the formation of character, and general
amelioration of the lower orders. On the experience
of a life devoted to the subject I ];essita'te not to say,
that the members of any community may, by degrees,
be trained to live ‘wuthout idleness, without poverty,
without crime, and without punishment ; for each of
these is the effect of error in the various systems preva-
lent throughout the world. They are all the necessmy
consequences of ignorance.”

¢ That which has been hitherto done for the com-
munity of New Lanark, as described in the ¢ Second
Essay,” has chiefly consisted in WITHDRAWING SOME:
OF THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH TENDED TO GENE-
RATE, CONTINUE, OR INCREASE EARLY BAD HABITS—
THAT IS TO SAY—UNDOING THAT WHICH SOCIETY
HAD FROM IGNORANCE PERMITTED TO BE DONE.

“To eﬂ‘ect this, lmwever was a far more dnﬂicult
task, than to train up a child from infancy in the way
he should go, for that is the most easy process for the
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formation of character ; while to unlearn and to change
long acquired habits, is a proceeding directly cpposed
to the most tenacious feelings of human nature.

*¢ Nevertheless the proper application steadily pur-
sued did effect beneficial changes on these old habits,
even beyond the most sanguine expectations of the
party by whom the task was undertaken. The princi-
ples were derived from the study of human nature itself,
and they could not fail of success.

¢ Still, however, very little, comparatively speaking,
had been done for them. They had not been taught the
most valuable domestic and social habits : such as the
most economical method of preparing food—how to
arrange their dwellings with neatness, and to keep
them always clean and in order ; but, what was of in-
finitely more importance, they had not been instructed
how to train their children—to form them into valuable
members of the community—or to know that principles
existed, which, when properly applied to practice from
infancy, would ensure from man to man, without
chance of failure, a just, open, sincere, and benevolent
conduct.” -

Mr. Owen’s then explains the views he entertains
respecting the manner in which he thinks both tire
young and old members of society should be treated
and employed, and makes some very interesting re-
marks on the subject of instruction and recreation.

“ It was in this stage of the progress of improvement,
that it became necessary to form arrangements for sur-
mundmg them with mrcumstances, which should gra-
&u.llly prepare tlm individuals to receive and firmly
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retain those domestic and social acquirements and
habits.

¢ For this purpose a building, which may be termed
the ¢ New Iustitution,” was erected in the centre of
the establishment, with an engclosed area before it,
The area is intended for a play ground for the chil-
dren of the yillagers, from the time thcy Fan wa]li
alone until they enter the sch;ml,

¢ It must be evident to those, who have been in the
practice of observing children with attentiop, that
much of good or evil is taught or acquired by a child
at a very early period of life—that mnch of temper or
disposition is correctly or incorrectly formed before he
attains his second year—and that many durable impres-
sions are made at the termination of the first twelve or
even six months of his existence. The children, there-
fore, of the un-instructed and ill-instrncted suffer mate-
rial injury in the formation of their characters, during
l.hesed].nnd the subsequent years of childhood and of
yout|

¢ It was to prevent, or, as much as possible, to coun-
teract, these primary evils, to which the poor and work-
ing classes are exposed when infants, that the area be-
came part of the ¢ New Institution.’ &

¢[nto this play ground the children are to be receiv-
ed, as soon as they can freely walk alone—to be super-
intended by persons instructed to take charge of them.

¢ As the happiness of man chiefly, if not altogether,
'depends on his own sentiments and habits, as well as
those of the individuals around him; and as any senti~
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ments and Habits may be given to all infants, it becomes
of primary importance that those alone should be given
to them which can contribute to their happiness. Each
child, therefore, on his entrance into the play-ground,
is to be told in language, which he can understand, that
¢ he is never to injure his play-fellows, but on the con-
trary that he is to contribute all in his power to make
them happy.” This simple precept, when comprehended
inall its bearings, and the habits which will arise from its
early adoption into practice, if no counteracting princi-
ples shall be forced on the young mind, will effectually
supersede all the errors which have hitherto kept the
world in ignorance and misery. So simple a precept,
too, will be casily taught, and as casily acquired ; for
the chief employment of the superintendents will be to
prevent any deviation from it in practices The older
children, when they shall have experienced the endless
allvantages from acting on this principle, will, by their
example, soon enfofee the practice of it on the young
stranigers ; while the happiness which the little groups
will enjoy from this rational conduct, will ensure its
speedy and general and willing adoption. The habit
also which they will acquire at this early period of life,
by continually aéting on the prineiple, will fix it firmly.
It will become easy and familiar to them, or, as it is
often termed, natural.

“ Thus, by merely attending to theevidence of our
senses respecting human nature; and disregarding the
wild, inconsistent, and absurd theones, in which man
has been hitherto trained in all parts of the earth, we
shall accomplish with edse and certainty the suppos
ed Herculéan labour of forming a rational character in
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man, and that too, chiefly, before the child commences
the ordinary course of education.

¢ The character thus early formed will be as durable
as it will be advantageous to the individual and to the
community ; for by the constitution of our nature, when
once the mind fully understands that which is true, the
impression of that truth cannot be erased except by men-
tal disease or death ; while error must be relinquished
at every period of life, when ever it can be made mani-
fest to the mind in which it has heen received. This
part of the arrangement, therefore, will effect the follow-

ing purposes :

¢ The child will be removed, so far as is at present
practicable, from the erroneous treatment of the yet
untrained and untaught parents.

%The parents will be relieved from the loss of time,
and from the care and anxiety which are now occasioned
by attendance on their children from the period when
they can go alone to that at which they enter the
school.

¢ The child will be placed in a situation of safety,
where, with its future school-fellows and companions,
it will acquire the best habits and principles, while at
meal times and at night it will return to the caresses of
its parents ; and the affections of each are likely to be
increased by the separation.

¢ The area is also to be a place of meeting for the
children from five to ten years of age, previous to and
and after school-hours, and to serve for a drill-ground,
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the object of which will be hereafter explained. And
a shade will be formed, under which, in stormy wea-
ther, the children may retire for shelter.

“These are the important purposes to which a play-
ground, attached to a school, may be applied.

“Those, who have derived a knowledge of human
nature from observation, know, that man in every situa-
'tion requires relaxation from his constant and regular
occupations, whatever they may be; and that, if he
shall not be provided with or permitted to enjoy inno-
cent, and uninjurious amusements, he must and will
partake of those which he can obtain, to give him tem-
porary relief from his exertions, although the means of
gaining that relief should be most pernicious. For
man, irrationally instructed, is ever influenced far more
by immediate feelings than by remote considerations.

““Those, then, who desire to give mankind the cha-
racter which it would be for the happiness of all that
they should possess, will not fail to make careful pro-
vision for their amusement and recreation.

““The sabbath was originally so intended. Tt was
instituted to be a day of universal enjoyment and hap-
piness to the human race. It is frequently made,
however, from the opposite extremes of error, either
a day of superstitions gloom and tyranny over the
mind, or of the most destructive intemperance and licen-
tiousness, . The one of these has been the cause of the
other; the latter, the certain and natural sonsequences
of the former. Relieve the human mind from useless
and superstitious restraints—train it on those principles
which facts, ascertained from the first knowledge of

: c
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time ta this day, demonstrate to be the only principles
which are true, and intemperance and licentiousness
will not exist; for such conduct in itself is neither the
immediate nor the future interest of man,—and he is
ever governed by one or other of these considerations,
according to the habits which have been given to him

from infancy.

#The sabbath, in many parts of Scotland, is not now
a day of innocent and cheerful recreation to the labour-
ing man; nor can those who are confined all the week
to sedentary occupations freely partake, without cen-
sure, of the air and exercise to which nature invites
them, and which their health demands.

“The errors of the times of superstition and bigotry
still hold some sway, and compel those who wish to
preserve a regard to their respectability in society to an
over-strained demeanour ; and ‘this demeanour some-
times degenerates into hypocrisy, and is often the
cause of great inconsistency. It is destructive of every
open, honest, denerous, and manly feeling. It disgusts
many, and drives them to the opposite extreme. It is
sometimes the cause of insanity. It is founded in igno-
rance, and defeats its own object. ‘

“While erroneous customs prevail in any country,
it would evince an ignorance of human nature in any
individnal to offend against them, until he has convinced
the community of their error.

“To counteract, in some degree, the inconvenience
which arose from this misapplication of the sabbath,
it became necessary to introdnce on the other days of
the wcek some innocent amusement and recreation
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for those, whoes labours were unceasing, and in winter
almost uniform. In summer, the inhabitants of the vil-
lage of New Lanark have their gardens and potatoe
grounds to cultivate. They have walks laid out to give
them health, and the habit of bemg gratified with the
ever-changing scenes of nature; for those scenes afford
not only the most economical but also the most inno-
cent pleasures which man can enjoy,~and all men may
be easily trained to enjoy them.

“ In winter, the community are deprived of these
healthy occupations and amusements. They are em-
ployed ten hours and three quarters every day in the
week, except sunday, and generally every individual
continues d uring that time at the same work ; but experi-
ence has shown that the average health and spirits of
the community are several degrees lower in winter
than in summer, and this, in part, may be fn.lrly attri-
buted to that cause,

Theso considerations suggested the necessity of
rooms for innocent amusements and rational recreation.

“ Many well-intentioned indiyiduals, unaccustomed
to witness the conduct of those among the lower. orders
who have been rationally treated and trained, may fan-
cy such an assemblage will necessarily become a scene
of confusion and disovder. Instead of which, however,
it proceeds with uniform propriety. It is highly fayour-
able to the health, spirits, and dispositions of the indi-
viduals so engaged; and if any irregularity should
arise, the cause will be solely owing to the parties, who
attempt to difect the proceedings, being deficient
in a practical knowledge of human nature.

-
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¢ It has been and ever will be found far more easy
to lead mankind to virtue, or to rational conduct, by
providing them with well regulated innocent amuse-
ments and recreations, than hpc forcing them to submit
to useles restraints, which tend only to create disgust,
and often to connect such feelings even with that which
is excellent in itself, merely because it has been injudi-
ciously associated.”

¢ The time the children will remain under the dis-
cipline of the play-ground and school will afford all the
opportunity that can be desired, to create, cultivate,
and establish those habits and sentiments which tend to
the welfare of the individual and of the community.—
And, in conformity to this plan of proceeding, the pre-
cept which was given to the child of two years old, on
coming into the play-ground, ¢ that he must endeavour
to make his companions happy,’ is to be renewed and
enforced on his entrance into the school; and the first
duty of the school-master will be to train his pupils to
acquire the practice of always acting on this principle.
It is a simple rule, the plain and obvious reasons for
which, children at an early age may be readily taught
to comprehend: as they advance in years, become fami-
liarised with its practice, ‘and experience the beneficial
cffects to themselves, they will better feel and understand
all its important consequences to society.

“ Such then being the foundation on which the
practical habits of the children are to be formed, we
proceed to explain the superstructure.

“ In addition to the knowledge of the lirinciple_ and
practice of the above-mentioned precept, the boys and
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girls are to be taught in the school to read well, and to
understand what they read—to write expeditiously a
good legible hand—and to learn correctly, so thatthey
may comprehend, and use with facility, the fundamental
rules of arithmetic. The girls are also to be taught to
sew, cut out, and make up useful family garments ; and
after acquiring a sufficient knowledge of these, they are
to attend in rotation in the public kitchen and eating-
rooms—to learnto prepare who lesome food in an econ-
omical manner, and to keep a house neat and well ar-
ranged.”

Having stated his views with respect to the nature
of man, and how he should be placed, healed and en-
lightened,—Mr. Owen proceeds to explain the neces-
sity of giving security and confidence to any small com-
munity who shall, while surrounded by perils and diffi-
culties occasioned by the errors and bad habits of their
fellow-creatures, acquire gentle and amiable manners

and dispositions, and an ardent wish to befriend the
human race.

“ Were all men trained to be rational, the art of
war would be rendered useless. While, however, any
part of mankind shall be taught that they form their
own characters, and continue to be trained from in-
fancy to think and act irrationally—that is—to acquire
feelings of enmity, and deem it a duty to engage in
war against those who have been mstructed to differ
from them in sentiments and habits,—even the most
rational must, for their personal security, learn the
means of defence; and every community of such char-
acters, while surruunded by men who have been thus
improperly taught should acquire a knowledge of this
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destructive art, that they may be enabled to over-rule
the actions of irrational beings, and maintain peace.

“To accomplish these objects to the ntmost prac-
tical limit, and with the least inconvenience, every
male should be instructed how best to defend, when
attacked, the community to which he belongs. And
these advantages are only to be obtained by providing
proper means for the ipstruction of all boys in the use
of arms and the arts of war.

“ As an example how easily and effectually this
might be accomplished over the British Isles, it is in-
tended that the boys trained and educated in the ¢ In-
stitution’ at New Lanark shall be thus instructed : that
the person appointed to attend the children in the play-
ground, shall be qualified to drill and teach the boys
the manual exercise, and that he shall be frequently s0
employed: that afterwards fire-arms, of propor-
tionate weight and size to the age and strength of the
boys, shall be provided for them; when also they
- might be taught to practise and understand the more
complicated military movements.

“ This exercise, properly administered, will greatly
contribute to the health and spirits of the boys, give
them an erect and proper form, and habits of atten-
tion, celerity, and order. They will, however, be
taught to consider this exercise an art rendered ab-
solutely necessary by the partial insanity of some of
their fellow-creatures, who, by the errors of their pre-
decessors transmitted throngh preceding generations,
have been taught to acquire feelings of enmity in-
cyeasing to madness against those who could not avoid
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differing from them in sentiments and habits—that
this art should never be brought into practice except
to restrain the violence of such madmen—and in these
cases that it should be administered with the least pos-
sible severity, and solely to prevent the evil con-
sequences of those rash actions of the insane, and if
possible cure them of their disease.

“ Thus, in a few years, by foresight and arrange.
ment, may almost the whole expense and incon-
venience attending the local military be superseded,
and a permanent foree created, which in numbers, dis-
cipline, and principles, would be superior beyond all
comparison for the purposes of defence—always ready
in case of need, yet without the loss which is now sus-
tained by the community of efficient and valuable
labour. The expenditure, which would be saved by
this simple expedient, would be far more than com-
petent to educate the whole of the poor and labouring
classes of these kingdoms.”

Mr. Owen, upon the opening of his ¢ Institution,’
which he said was for the purpose of forming the cha-
racter of every child in this village, or of the child of
any neighbour disposed to take advantage of it, deli-
vered an address to the assembled inhabitants, in which
he stated that,—* satisfied of the futility of the existing
modesof instruction, of the errors of the existing modes
of government, I was well convinced that none of them
could ever effect the ends intended, but were on the
contrary only calculated to defeat all the objects which
human instructors and governors had proposed to attain.

¢ I found, on such a patient consideration of the
subject as its importance demanded, that to reiterate
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precept upon precept, however excellent in theory,
while no decisive measures were adopted to place man-
kind under circumstances in which it might be possible
to put those precepts in practice, wasbut a waste of
time. I therefore determined to form arrangements
preparatory to the introduction of truths, the know-
ledge of Which should dissipate the errors and evils of
all the existing political and religious systems.

¢ Be not alarmed at the magnitude of the attempt
which this declaration opens to your view. Each change,
*as it occurs, will establish a substantial and permanent
good, unattended by any counteracting evil ; nor can
the mind of man, formed on the old system, longer in-
terpose obstacles capable of retarding the progress of
those truths which I am about to unfold to you. The
futile attempts, which ignorance may for a short time
oppose to them, will be found to accelerate their intro-
duction. As soon as they shallbg comprehended in all
their bearings, every one will be compelled to acknow-
ledge them—to see their benefits in practice to himself
and to each of his fellow-creatures, for, by this system,
none—no not one—will be injured. It is a delightful
thought, an animating reflection, a stimulus to the
steady prosecution of my purpose, beyond, nay far be-
yond, all that riches—and-honor—and praise can be-
. stow, to be conscious of the possibility of being instru-
mental in introducing a practical system into society,
the complete establishment of which skall give happi-
ness to every human being through all succeeding gene-
rations. And such I declare was the sole motive that
gave rise to this institution, and to all my proceedings
here.” ‘
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He concluded by an affectionate and simple're-
commendation to his villagers, to be kind and chari-
table to one another, in the following very impressg‘e

language :—

“ With regard to myself, I have not any thing*io
ask of you which I have not long experienced. I wish
you merely to think that I am ardently engaged int
endeavours to benefit you and your children, and,
through you and them, to render to mankind at large
great and permanent advantages. I ask not for yoeur
gratitude—your love—your respect—for on you these
do not depend. Neither do I seck nor wish for praise
or distinction of any kind; for to these, upon the
clearest conviction, I am not entitled, and to me
therefore they could be of no value. My desire is
only to be considered as one of yourselves—as a cotton-
spinper going about his daily and necessary ayocations.
But, for you, I have other wishes. On this day a new
era opens to our view. Let it then commence bya |
full and sincere dismissal from your minds of every
unpleasant feeling which you may entertain towards
each other, or towards any of your fellow-men.—
‘When you feel these injurious dispositions beginning
to arise,—for, as you have been trnintd are now
circumitanped, they will arise again a again,—-"l-
stantly call to your recollection how the minds of such
individuals have been formed,—whence have originated
all their habits and sentiments: your anger will then
be appeased : you will calmly investigate the cause
of your differences, and you will learn to love them
and to do them good. A little perseverance in this
simple and emsily acquired practice, will rapidly pre-

%
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pare the way for you and every one around you to be
trgly happy.” i

The effect of such behaviour towards those who
earned for Mr. Owen all the comforts, enjoyments,
and riches, which he posseses in this life, is, as the
reader may well suppose, most singular and unexam-
pled.—Whatever «comes under the head of good
shews itself at ¢ New Lanark,’ and whatever merits
the name of bad is rapidly disappearing from that
happy village.—To cousult Mr Owen’s wishes, and
do that which will please him, is the principle of
action of all the ¢ New Lanark’ inhabitants ; and the
consequence is, that good will to one another, clean-
liness, sobriety, industry, and virtuous feelings, are
their established character.—The children are uni-
~ formly affectionate to one another, and far advanced
in their education ; and both young and old have
seldom cause to :%y, “ we have left undone that which
we ought to have done.”
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A VIEW OF THE PLAN OF Mr. OWEN'’s PROPOSED VILLAGES.




TO THE
NOBILITY, GENTRY, CLERGY,
> 4¥D

INHABITANTS OF IRELAND.

Tux most anthentic docaments informed me _t;mt
Ireland was overwhelmed with poverty, divisions, and
distress. - It appeared to me that these evils could not
exist in any part of the British empire, with the power it
‘now possesses, except from some fundamental error in the
“arvangements of socicty. I came among you with the
‘sole desire of discovering the cause of these enls, and; if
*possrble, of remcﬂng them.

.1 have now. seen _mu(;h of the island, and, aid,e'd by
4intelligem; assistants, have abtain'ed a sufficient know-"
@qm;;;ly to ﬁééert,am the error ap;l thc ._;;emedy IEJ_S
-mw my duty to declare both.

Durmg my Jnurneys through the countr}, I saw
many Imng under circumstances so wretched, that, had
;I not been an eye witness of their suﬁ'ermgs, I should hnve
‘doubéed whether human nature could support life under
the rr;vahons which they experienced. T saw a large

Jonty ofthe peanantry w:thput capital, or the means
l:a ; any reall,y useful purpose.—
5‘:.: bj mwﬂs, whose poverty is

- Ij’ mcreu.smg, ‘while tbey live amidst dirt and disesse,

S
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and are subject to almost every discomfort and disad-
vantage, both for producing and consuming. I saw
the merchants and manufacturers living upon hope, and
the remains of their former gains; while I knew that
their expectations of relief, from the sources whence they
looked for it, must terminate in disappointment, and, in
many cases, in ruin. 1 saw the landed proprietor and
the Iandholder, after they had employed their capital,
and exerted their industry with skill and ability, fre-
quently, by these means, bring more speedy distress upon
themselves and their families; and I heard them often
express strong fears that the time was at hand, when their
tenantry would be unable to pay rent. I heard the
Clergy in many districts declare, that the poverty of the
farmers was so rapidly increasing, that they knew not
how hereafter the tithes could be collected. I saw many
. females in the higher ranks of life, who had devoted
almost all their time, and all their surplus means, to re-
lieve the sufferings of the poor around them, nearly in
despair, because they found distress increasing, in many
instances, apparently in proportion to their efforts to re-
- move it. T saw thousands of full-grown females most
anxious to be employed, that they mightin a long day of
hard work, earn Two PENCE; and strong, active men,
equally desirous that they might be permitted to labour
fourteen hours in an unhealthy, disagreeable, and useless
employment, to obtain EiGHT PENCE.—I saw multitudes
of both sexes who could not procure either the one or the
.. other.—1I saw a nobility and gentry really desirous of
ameliorating the condition of those around them, and
making sacrifices of time and money in various attempts
to accomplish their wishes; and yet, so unsuccessful
were their efforts, thatthey deemed it necessary to barri-
cade the houses which they occupicd, as though a power-
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ful enemy surrounded their dwellings, and threatened a
nightly attack. In short, I saw human nature through
all its gradations, opposed to itself, perplexed, con-
founded, ard conscious of the error in which it was
involved, without having any conception of the means
by which the error could be removed and relief ob-
tained,

These were the sufferings which were more or less
conspicuouas throughout the whole of my tour.

In opposition to these, however, I saw a soil fertile
beyond gny previous conception I had formed of it—a
climate well suited to the soil—rivers, harbours, and
coasts, presenting great natural advantages; a country,
in short, possessing resources which, whenever they shall
be properly called into action, will be found to be more

~than sufficient to-support, in high comfort, upwards of

~ fifty millions of inhabitants, while at present the island

contains only seven millions; vet these seven millions, if
their industry_ were properly directed, could, with ease
and pleasure to themselves, create abundance of all the
necessaries, comforts, il;ld beneficial luxusies of life, for a
population of, at least, four times their number,

Such are the striking contrasts which this island, at
this moment, presents. Why then are not its invaluable
natural advantages applied for the benefit of its inhabi-
tants? ‘Why are its proprietors compelled to seek peace
and en]oyment in other countries, or to remain at home
to witness poverty and discontent around them, and feel
no security in I:helr situations? Who is to blame?
Who inflicts this misery upon the entire population of
Ireland? I am now enabled toreply, with confidence,—
m: ONE. The existing distress and suffering are the
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and are subject to almost every discomfort and disad-
vantage, both for producing and consuming. I saw
the merchants and manufacturers living upon hope, and
the remains of their former gains; while I knew that
their expectations of relief, from the sources whence they
looked for it, must terminate in disappointment, and, in
many cases, in ruin. I saw the landed proprietor and
the landholder, after they had employed their capital,
and exerted their industry with skill and ability, fre-
quently, by these means, bring more speedy distress upon
tbemselves anmd their families; and 1T heard them often
express strong fears that the time was at hand, when their
tenantry would be unable to pay rent. 1 heard the
Clergy in many districts declare, that the poverty of the
farmers was so rapidly increasing, that they knew not
how hereafter the tithes could be collected. I saw many

females in the higher ranks of life, who had devoted

almost all their time, and all their surplus means, to re-
lieve the sufferings of the poor around them, nearly in
despair, because they found distress increasing, in many
instances, apparently in proportion to their efforts to re-

- move it. T saw thousands of full-grown females most

anxious to be employed, that they mightin a long day of
hard work, earn Two PENCE; and strong, active men,
equally desirous that they might be permitted to labour
fourteen hours in an unhealthy, disagreeable, and useless
employment, to obtain EiGHT PENCE.—I saw multitudes
of both sexes who could not procure either the one or the

.. other.—1I saw a nobility and gentry really desirous of

ameliorating the condition of those around them, and

making sacrifices of time and money in various attempts

to accomplish their wishes; and yet, so unsuccessful
were their efforts, thatthey deemed it necessary to barri-
cade the houses which they occupicd, as though a power~
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ful enemy surrounded their dwellings, and threatened a
nightly attack. In short, I saw human nature through
all its gradations, opposed to itself, perplexed, con-
founded, and conscious of the error in which it was
involved, without having any conception of the means
by which the error could be removed and relief ob-
tained,

These were the sufferings which were more or less
conspicuous throughout the whole of my tour.

In opposition to these, howevery I saw a soil fertile
beyond guy previous conception I had formed of it—a
climate well suited to the soil—rivers, harbours, and
coasts, presenting great natural advantages; a country,
in short, possessing resources which, whenever they shall
be properly called into action, will be found to be more

~ than sufficient to-support, in high comfort, upwards of

fifty millions of inhabitants, while at present the island
contains only seven millions ; yet these seven millions, if
their industry were properly directed, could, with ease
and pleasure to themselves, create abundance of all the
necessaries, comforts, and beneficial luxuyies of life, for a
population of, at least, four times their number,

Such are the striking contrasts which this island, at
this moment, presents. Why then are not its invaluable
natural advantages applied for the benefit of its inhabi-
tants? ‘Why are its proprietors compelled to seek peace
and enjoyment in other countries, or to remain at home
to witness poverty ani discontent around them, and feel
no security in their situations? Who is to blame?
Who inflicts this misery upon the entire population of
Irelan&? I am now enabled toreply, with confidence,—
ﬂo osz The existing distress and suffering are the
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natural and necessary consequences of modern inventions,
under a system which cannot derive benefit from them—
a system which is not calculated for, and is not compati-
ble with, permanent prosperity. In consequence, Ire-
land suffers in proportion to the amount of its natural
advantages; it is overwhelmed with surplus produce, or
abundance, which it knows not how to use to its advan-
tage, and it is compelled to experience all the evils attend-
ant upon poverty, because it can so easily create riches.

It is true, all parties in Ireland blame each other
for the misery with which it is afflicted. But this pro-
ceeds from error—from all parties being really ignorant
of the cause of the distress, and of the only means of re-

]ieving it. \

~ The first step to a permanent imémvement is the
forbearance of all parties; I might say, the sincere re-
conciliation of all parties, from a newly acquired convic-
tion, that all have been compelled to err by the error of
the system in which all are equally involved. It is the
interest of all now to be reconciled, for their mutual
benefit. It is absolutely necessary, for the future peace
and well-being of society, that the upper and lower
classes should now immediately unite, to prevent the
greatest evils; and to secure benefits for each individual
of all classes, far exceeding those possessed by the most

favoured of any class at present.
\
These assertions, strange gs they may now appear,

shall speedily be so explained, that all shall fully compre-.
hend my meaning, and clearly understand, and assent
te, the truth of what I assert. - '

To afford an opportunity for this explanation, a
meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Professions, Merchants,
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and Master Manufacturers, will be held at the Rorunpa,
on Tuesday, the 18th of Mareh, when I will explain the
mehns by which a reconciliation of all parties may be
effected, without injury to any; by which the poverty
and distress which pervades the island shall be speedily
removed, and by which the religion of all parties shall be
left free, and fully and equally protected. I therefore
now invite those pﬁrties, in the spirit of peace, to the
Meeting, at which it is intended that the most useful and
important information shall be given. My sole intention
is to benefit Ireland, and through Ireland, Great Britain,
and other countries. In my views for this purpose I must
be entirely wrong or right. If wrong, I trust I shall be
opposed in argument by the most powerful and enlight-
ened minds in Ireland, for I am deeply anxious that no
error should find a resting place in my own mind;
and still more, that I should not be the instrument of
recommending errors to the world. But if I can de-
 monstrate the undeviating consistency of the principles,
which now appear to me to be true, with all the facts in
nature, and that the practice which will arise throughout
all society from the knowledge of those principles, shall
produce permanent invaluable benefits to mankind, then
"I do anticipate that I shall have every Irish heart and
mind cordially with me, and that THE EIGHTEENTH OF
Marcu will be known and remembered hercafler as the
commencement of a new era, in which the jarring inte-
rests of Jreland were at length harmonized, and the
inhabitants of the Island allowed to enjoy all its incalcu-
lable local advantages.

ROBERT OWEN,
Dubliny March 1, 1823. '
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My. OWEN's
NEW VIEW OF SOCIETYF,

FIRST MEETING AT THE ROTUNDA,

A most numerous and highly respectable Meeting
ef the Nobility and Gentry, took place on 'Tuespay the
18th of MarcH 1828, at the Rotunpa, for the purpose
of hearing Mr. OwEN’s proposed Plan for Improving the
various (ﬁasses of Society.

From an early hour in the day, .equipages blocked
up the different entrances to the Rotunda, and the Round
Room was as crowded as we have ever seen it on any
former occasion, with Ladies and Gentlemen. Amon
the company were—the Duke of Leinster, the Earl o
Meath, Lord Cloncurry, the Most Rev. Doctors Troy and
Murray, the Surgeon-General, the Duchess of Leinster,
Lady Rossmore, &c. &c. A great portion of the room
was railed in for the accommodation of Ladies, but this
space was found inadequate to contain the number pre-
sent, and some of the remote benches consequently vied
in brilliancy with the selected spot.

At a quarter-past twelve o’clock, the Right Hon, the
Lord Mayor took the Chair, amid loud applause.

Mr. Owen then presented himself to the Meeting,
and was received with acclamation. He first read the
Letter convening the ' present Meeting, after which the
applause was renewed.— When silence was obtained, Mr.
(gwen read the following Statement from a written paper :
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The business of this day is too important to allow
the time of the Meeting to be wasted in any unnecessary
preliminary matter.

In the paper which has just been read, the distress of
the inhabitants has been described and contrasted with
the great natural resources which Ireland possesses. It
has also been stated, that it cannot be justly imputed to
any individuals or party, that they have caused the exist-
ing embarrassments, or that it is through their means that
the local capabilities of the country have been productive
of evil instead of good ; but that the real cause, which pre-
vents us from enjoying the benefit of the incalculable
advantages which on all sides surround us, is the general
system which has hitherto prevailed throughout society.
And I now add, that the only remedy to be found which
can permanently amneliorate the condition of the poor and
ignorant, and wretched inhabitants of this country, and of
- others, must arise from an entire change of this system. I
say, an cntire change of this system, and I confidently
expect, that before we separate, I shall be enabled to pre-
sent to the undefstanding of every one now present, such
facts and deductions from them, as will induce, 1 was
going to say compel, one and all, whatever may be the
uppos’in% sentiments and impressions which they have
previously received, to feel and also to confess, that this
1s a truth so irresistibly true, that we shall all become of
one heart and one mind respecting it, and, in consequence,
that we shall be enabled to remove the afffictions of our
fellow-creatures, and our own sufferings too, within a
period so short, that, were I now to mention it, you could
not, in the state in which your minds now are, give the
slightest credence to the assertion. Allow me then te
request from each of'you, a quict, steady, and fixed atten-
tion to that which I am going to state; for a subject so
important has never vet been submitted to the consider-
ation of any earthly assembly, or to any portion of the
human race. Your future misery or happiness, and the
misery or happiness of the present, and of all future gen-
erations, will be found to be deeply involved in it,

o HI hammdtha:t the ﬁaisci'y of Ireland praceeds from
the errors of the system under which the.world has been
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hitherto governed ; and 1 have now to prove that all the
ignorance, poverty, vice, and wretchedness which per-
- vade this igland, necessarily emanate from that source
alone. . T'o prevent misunderstanding, I will first explain
what I mean to express by the term, system of society ;
for, up to this hour, there has been but one system in the
world of which we have any knowledge. There is but one
system that now prevails over every part of the earth, and
that system is founded solely on the notion that each
human being forms his own character; that is, that he
makes himself what he is—that he is the author of his own
will, thoughts, feelings and actions, and that he possesses
the power to direct them to the best or the worst pur-
poses. All the languages of the world attest the preva-
lence of this notion and these sentiments ;—and thence are
derived all the expressions of praise and blame, merit and
demerit—the practice of reward and punishment, and the
theory of all the laws and religions which have ever ex-
isted. The object of this system has been to improve hu=
man nature—to make each individual of our species good,
wise, and happy in this world, and to prepare him to enjoy
much greater happiness in a future state of existence.

History informs us of the almost endless variety of
schemes, which, under the influence of this fundamental
notion, men have, in ancient and modern times, adopted
to attain the great object of their wishes; and now, at the
termination of six thousand years, the existing state of
Ireland demonstrates the wisdem of the notion, and the
success of the practice !

Are you, my friends, satisfied with this state of ex-
istence? Do you, without anxiety, enjoy the necessaries
and comforts of life? Are the means of support, as human
nature might now be provided for, secured to you and
your families? Are there any now around you, or in your
1sland, who are ignorant, vicious, in poyerty and in wretch-
edness,—and _virﬁo might have been well trained and in-
structed, and by their own industry enabled to provide
themselves with abundance, and to be virtuous and hap-
py? Are you, in this city, and in this island, living as
brethren of one family, having but one interest and" one
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object? Does charity for the opinions, which others have
been taught as you have been instructed in yours, prevail
universally among you? Are you all really kind and af-
fectionate, seeking each others welfare and happiness?
Have the irrational feelings of irritation and anger been
removed from your Constiturions? If these results
have been attained, then your present system ought to
remain sacred and untouched; but if they have not been
realized—and in this case facts speak loudly and irresist-
ibly for themselves—then ought the cause of existing
evils now to be probed to its very foundation, that we
may ascertain why virtue, intelligence, and happiness have
not been, ages ago, permanently secured for the whole
human race,

I will now disclose to you a seeret, which, till now,
has been hidden from mankind. It is, that the funda-
mental notion, on which the whole fabric of society has
been raised, is an error—a lamentable error—one, which
pervades all the proceedings of men. And while that
notion shall be taught to the rising generations, it will
be impossible to produce results in any degree more be-
neficial than those which have been rea{ized in past times,
or which are now experienced around us. And what may
at first seem the more extraordinary, it is not the interest
of man, woman, erchild, in this or any other country,
whatever may be their rank, station, condition or fortune,
that that notion should be longer permitted to irrational-
ize the human mind and conduct. No, my friends, when
this subject shall be fully developed to you, it will be
found that every human being now in existence, or that
shall herealfter be born, has an inconceivably great, a di-
" rect individual interest, that this wretchenﬁy degrél.ding

system should now terminate for ever; that the violence,
contention, vice and misery which it alone generates—of
which it is the sole author—should net, it possible, be al-
lowed to torment the human species for one day longer.

| We all profess a desire to promote the happiness of
our fellow-creatures, that they should have goos, and not
bad dispositions—beneficial, and not injurious habits;
that they should acquire knowledge, and not be compelled

C
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to remain in ignorance; that they should not be vicious,
but moral; that they should be usefully active, and not
indolent ; that they should not be afflicted with poverty,
but enjoy abundance; that they should have kind, chari-
table, and affectionate feelings for all their fellow-crea-
tures, instead of those which incite to anger, revenge,
and violence. If we indeed desire to bring about this
happy state of existence, then must we, one and all, heart-
ily unite in practical measures to attain the object. It is
utterly vain and fruitless to expect an improvemnent with-
out using the only means which can accomplish it. To
change the character and conduct of mankind, the causes
which create in them what is evil must be removed, and
other cireumstances be introduced, which will produce i

them the effects so much to be desired, and so necessary
to their happiness.

The primary cause ofevil in all our fellow-creatures
is, that fundamental error which governs their minds and
conduct—necessarily rendering the former wholly irrati-
onal, and the latter injurious to the individual and te
society. -

This knowledge is derived from the faets which his-
tory supplies, and from those which exist around us, and
are open to hourly examination. From this evidence,
whieh admits no doubt or exception, we learn that the
infant comes into the world unknown to himself, as an
of the other productions of Nature,—and that, like these,
he is afterwards modified by the localities of his birth
acting upon his individual nature, which differs more or

less in all,—and that he uniformly becomes what these
make him. ' \

In China, the localities which there surround human
nature form each individual into a Chinese, his mind being
filled with the ideas which prevail in that portion of the
world, and his habits and character being formed accord-
ingly. He is continually impressed from infancy with the
belief in the vast superiority of Chinese notions and habits
over those which obtain in all the other districts of the
earth,—and is tavght to believe that these who live beyond
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the beundaries of his native empire are ignorant, super-
stitious barbarians, who are greatly inferior to him in all
respects. Such notions may be easily given to the whole
of mankind, and, up to this hour, similar impressions have
been made upon every human being that has come into
existence; and it is upon this principle that the cha-
racter of man has ever been, and ever must be, formed.
Whether it shall be well or ill formed by nature, or by
the localities of birth, does not, never did, or will depend
upon the individual, but upon the power which forms the
infant, and the parties who direet the localities. This is
Row too obvieus a trutly to admit longer dispute.

The human character, therefore, is formed, not &y
but for the individual; and the difference between the
practice resulting from the one view of human nature, and
that which would result from the other, is no less than
the difference between wice and virtue, ignorance and in-
telligence, poverty and abundance, anxiety and. peace of
minﬁf perplexing confusion of ideas and clear concepti-
ons—between gnger and mildaess, violence and kindness,
brutality and humanity—between alarming féars and the
most delightful security—between war and peace—between
il‘mﬁona?i&y and the character of a reasonable being, and,
in consequence, between misery and happines&-—-%hnld,
then, the cause of your present sufferings. It is the illus
sion under which mankind have existed respecting the for-
mation of character, that bas generated error and preju-
dice thrnugh at least six thousand years; and it is the
overwhelming accumulation of error and prejudice which:
now presses so heavily on you, on this island, and upon
all mankind. Let but this source of our imbecilities of
mind, on the one hand, and of our divisions and violences
on the other, be once closed, and human nature will im-
mediately be seen under a new aspect. It will acquire a
new character, and commence a new existence, so greatly
excelling, in all r:rﬂ.vects, that which we have hitherto
known, that we shall be inclined to consider it as & new
human nature, duly Erepared to enter upon, and to enjoy
that happy period when brethren shall dwell together in
unity and peace—when wars shall cease—when there shall
be but one language, and one people—when every man
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shall sit under his own vine and his own fig tree, and there
shall be none to make him afraid. Such are the joys
which await us—which are immediately at hand—and
which, I trust, and fondly hope, will be, in part at least,
experienced by every one now present.

As soon as we can dismiss the error, that the cha-
racter is formed 0y the individual, with the consequent
varied systems of reward and punishment, and notions of
merit and demerit, which now irrationalize the world,
and fill it with all the crimes and vices hitherto known,
these evils will gradually diminish in the present, and be
unknown, except as matter of history, to all future gene-
rations,

The character is formed for the individual at birth,
solely by the power which creates him. It is formed dif-
ferently in each child, but that difference is not his own—
it is created for him.- The rank of life, the character of
the parents, the qualifications of the instructors, and the
habits, tempers, and dispositions of those who surround
the individual from infancy and childhood, are circum-
stances wholly beyond his control ; yet these determine his
language, his habits, his dispositions, his mental powers,
his propensities, feelings and sentiments, his religion and
his conduct. He cannot, therefore, have merit or deme-
rit for any of these, and, in consequence, he never can be
deemed, in a rational state of society, a proper subject for
individual reward or punishment. By the’attainment of
this knowledge of what man is ot and what bhe 7s, we ac-
quire an accurate understanding of the means by which
his character, in all respects, may be rendered very far

rior to what it is, or has been through the past ages
of his existence. Knowing, by all past and present ex-
perience, the overwhelming influence which circumstan-
ces have over human nature, and knowing now how to
combine and regulate those circumstances which, with
unerring certainty, will produce ignorance, poverty, vice,
crime, disunion, violence and misery, and those which,
as certainly, will produce intelligence, abundance, good
habits and dispositions, peace and harmony, virtue and
happiness throughout socicty, we cannot doubt that the
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period has arrived, when old things must pass away, and
“all shall become new—when the old system of the world,
with all the corruptions which appertain to it, shall gra-
dually disappear, and be superseded by another system
fbﬁn({ed on principles fundamentally different, and through
which all the present jarring interests of mankind shall be

set at rest—when divisions among men shall be no more
heard—when the terms of party, class, sect or nation will

not be used, and the evils which they have inflicted on

the world, will cease for ever. These extraordinary re-

sults, and many wmore, must necessarily follow from the

attainment of the knowledge, that the character is formed

Jor the individual.  This is the little grain of mustard seed

which will speedily overshadow the whole earth and re-

lenish it—which will secure to future generations, the

intelligence and happiness that have in vain been sought

for by our predecessors, during all the past. The know-

ledge of this principle will at once develope to those whe

understand its full import, the science of the formation of

character, and make evident, the controlling influence of

_ circumstances over all who are born. Then will the mind

- become conscious of all the arrors, which have been com-
mitted in society—of the injustice which human nature

has hitherto experienced, and of the easy practicability of

removing those evils which now threaten to overwhelm

the nations of the earth, and more particularly and imme-

diately the inhabitants of this heretofore unhappy island.

Under this new view of human nature, ifitis desired to

give good habits to children, then those circumstances

which experience has proved to generate bad ones, will

be withdrawn, and other circumstances be introduced

which are known to create l habits.  In like manner,

if wedesire to caultivate kind and amiable dispositions in
‘children—to give them knowledge, the power to be active,

“and the inclination to apply their industry beneficially for

‘themselves and society—the proper circumstances will be

arranged to effect all this without any chance of disap-

peintment. ~ And if we would give health to human na-

ture, improve the intellectual faculties, form the best so-

ciety for all, and supply each individual with abundance

 of whatever can be really useful, then will the arrange-

- ments be made which can inr the best manver effect these
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important purposes. Nothing, in short, which concerns
the well-training, the well—i)eing, or the happiness of
mankind, will, under this knowledge of human nature,
be left to chance. It will indeed be the characteristic
difference between the old and the new arrangements of
society, that the former never haye produced the effects
desired to any, while the latter, being founded on the
science of the influence of circumstances, present the cer-
tain means by which every benecficial object can be per-
manently secured for all.

Such is the general theory of the new system. We
now come to the practice to be deduced from the princi-
ples which have been stated.

It is, or it ought to be, the object of society, to im-
prove the human character, physically and mentally, to
the uttermost—to create a full supply of wealth for all,
and to secure to all, the largest portion of happiness.
Under a knowledge that the character is formed jfor the
individual, these results may be easily attained; but they
cannot be attained, except through arrangements em-
bracing a new combination of circumstaneces, differing
widely from any which has been hitherto known to exist,
at any period, in any part of the world—arrangements
procecding from an accurate knowledge of human nature,
—And this brings us to a very interesting and important
part of our subject.

From the period when I discovered that society, from
the commencement of histerical time to: the present, had
been founded on an error that was productive of every
kind of evil to mankind, it was my most earnest desire,
that the change which appeared to me to be n y to
relieve the world frem those evils, should be effec if
possible, without occasioning loss, or even inconvenience,
to any indivicdual. It is this consideration which has oe-
cupied the chief part of my thoughts ahd time for many
years past. Were it practicable, I would combine the
new with the old system, to render the proposed change
more palatable to existing errors and prejudices; but it
appears to me, under every view which I can take of the
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subject, that they eannot be united—that, like oil and
water, they must repel each other. The character of
man is formed, either by him, or for him; and these o

site conclusions lead to arrangements from the birth to
the death ot the individual, so totally dissimilar in all re-
spects, that those who may be pf;ced under the one
system, will appear to belong to a race of beings, alto-
ge!t!her different from those who may be trained under the
othrer.

I am, therefore, now compelled to present myself to
you and to the world, in the character of an architect,
who feels a sincere desire to repair an old house belong-
ing tQ friends with whom he has been long acquainted ;
and who, after having examined the foundation and prin-
cipal timbers of the building, is conscientiously obliged to
report that the foundation is unsound, the main beams
are decayed, and the whole structure hangs so loosely
together, as to be in danger of falling during every storm
that may assail it; that it is impracticable to repair it, or
even Jong to retain any part of the building ; the utmost
he can do is to apprize the inhabitants of their danger,
and prevail upon them to support it with the best props
that can be obtained, until he can ereet, in a new situa« .
tion, on a rock, a new habitation, possessing far superior
accommodations, and unitihg every useful modern im-
provement. ;

I am aware, if [ may be allowed to pursue the simile,
that many other architects have béen employed with s
view to repair and improve this edifice : but none of their
plans appear to be calculated to affect any permanent
benefit, but rather to loosen, and the more endanger, the
superstructure.  Other inexperienced projectors have,
unselicited, turned their attention to the examination of
the outworks and exterior of the building ; and observing
the sandy foundation upon which it rests, and its gen-crﬁ
appearance of decay, have rashly proposed at once to
level it to the ground, forgetting that, by such a pro-
ceeding, they would expose all its inhabitants to the
inclemency of the scason, and subject many of them to
perish in the storms that may arise, and against which
they would be left without shelter or protection.
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But, to speak without metaphor, -it appears to me,
that the whole system of human society, as at present
constituted, is founded on error, and that it inflicts a
large amount of unnecessary misery on prince and peasant,
and on every rank and condition—that it is most de-
cidedly the interest of all to bring it to the most speedy
termination, consistent with the welfare of each—that
this change is to be brought about, not by violence of any
kind, but by well devised arrangements, formed for the
self-evident improvement of the unoccupied poor and
working classes, on the principles stated in the previous
part of this address, and by which they will immediately
be placed under such circumstances and training, as
cannot fail to give them virtuous and industrious habits,
and render them useful and happy members of society.

This open and direct mode of proceeding is recom-
mended, as being the best calculated to inspire confidence
among all parties, and to unite them in the support of
Government, when it is discovered that no- deception 1is
intended. = Government will then no longer have the dis-
agreeable task of defending that which it knows, and
vﬁ)ich every one knows, to be erroneous and indefensible.
It may openly acknowledge all the errors which time has
accumulated in our theories and practics, and defend,
with perfect consistency, the continuaunce of existing in-
stitutions, until better arrangements, founded on correct
principles, can be carried into general adoption.

The errors in practice which immediate measures
are required to remove, are those which relate to the
forming of the character of the subjects of the British
empire, and more particularly of the .natives of this
island ; and the errors which prevail respecting the crea-
tion and distribution of wealth. It is the direct interest
of the Government of the country, and of every indivi-
dual in it, that the character of each child born within
the utmost bounds of the British dominions, should be
so formed, as to render him the most valuable subject, in
intellect and conduct, that his natural faculties will admit.
It is also the direct interest of the Government, and of
every individual in the country, that each child among
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the working classes should be so trained,. educated, and

placed, as to produce the largest amount of real wealth

i for society, consistent with the health, comfort, and well-

being of the individual.—Viewing the present practices

of sociéty, we might be led to conclude that all the Go-

vernments in the world had formed arrangements, pur-

posely contrived to counteract the attainment of these

results ; and that they had been singularly ‘Suecessful.

But the measures which have been pursued; are alone to

be attributed to the errors in which all society has been

involved, by the notion hitherto taught t6 human nature,

and acted upon, as a fundamental principle, ¢ that the

character of man is formed by, and not for him.” This

mist being dispelled, men will no lohger see through a

glass darkly, but they will acquire'cléar and distinct ideas

regarding the whole economy of haman life—that which,

as now viewed through the medium of prejudice and

error, appears visionary, contrary to nature, and of im-

possible attainment, will then be discovered to be easily

practicable, and immediately within our reach. I have

said that one of the errors in practice which immediate

B measures are required to remove, is that which relates to

' forming of the character of the subjects of the British

empire, and more particularly of the natives of this

Island. " The arrangements which now exist for this pur-

ose form the character which we see, and they can

E:rm none other; and there is just as much wisdom in

complaining of this character, while the present nrranEe-

ments continue, as there would be in complaining that

the streets of Dublin were wet, while the clouds con-

tinued to ‘'descend in rain; or that a good soil, while

under the most defective and slovenly mode of culture,

~ produced abundance of weeds, and only a very small

portion of uscful grain. Whatever is now done by the

Government, or by individuals, for the formation of a

g;ed character in the subjects of this empire, proceeds

m erroneous views, and consequently, only an inferior,

| _and a very defective character is universally formed. It

‘is true that in common parlance we use the words, ex-

“cellent, good, indifferent, or bad, as applied to character;

‘but these terms denote merely different degrees of what

“is defective and inferior. 1f''1 am not sﬁtngether “de-
. D
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ceived, the existing arrangements of society can create
only irrational characters, and so defective, that they
cannot perceive in themselves, and others similarly
trained and taught, incongruities, which to every one
who happens to have been placed within a different
circle of arrangements, appear most obvious and glaring;
while, on the other hand, the former are equally alive to
the absurd inconsistencies and irrationality of their fo-
reign neighbours.

The fivst practical step towards the improvement of
this or any other country is to remove the prevailing
errors respecting the formation of character, hen the
public mind can be made to perccive what human nature
really is, and how easily a universally virtuous character
can be formed in society, all, I anticipate, will willingly
relinquish their present erroneous notions, and give their
utmost aid to measures for the introduction of those ar-
rangements which will secure with certainty all the great
objects of human life, by placing each child under cir-
cumstances that shall of necessity train him to habits of
virtue only, and render him essentially valuable to the
community. It is of the utmost consequence that the
principle should be distinctly understood which can alone
direct us to the attainment of this all-important result.

To every one who reflects, it is evident with how
much ease circumstances are now arranged to form in
the same town and neighbourhood, in Great Britain and
Ireland, Quakers, Jews, Unitarians, Presbyterians,
Methodists, Catholics, Episcopalians, apd many more
varieties of this description ;—and, in other countries,
Mahomedans, worshippers of Juggernaut, and disciples
of Fo and Confucius, with all the peculiar ideas and con-
duct, resulting from the influence of these respective
systems upon the individuals who have been trained
under them. _

It is now, however, equally within the power of
society to introduce arrangements by which the most
really intelligent, virtuous, and happy characters may
-universally be formed ; and which is also a very gratifying
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consideration, such arrangements can now be combined
with much less trouble, and far less expense, than any of
those which they are designed to supercede. In fact, the
forming and conducting of the proposed arrangements
will constitute the most delightful exercise and recreation,
both for body and mind. E?very advance which we make
will produce increased satisfaction and new pleasures;
and the wretched state of existence that is at present ex-
perienced, in the palace as well as in the cottage, will,
- from a universal conviction of its folly and absurdity, be
made te give way to another, which shall, without d’;l,:f’
place society under circumstauces conferring infiuitely
greater advantages upon «ll, than it has been hitherto
permitted to any portion of mankind to enjoy.

Society must commence this good work by formin
arrangements to improve the cnnﬁition of the poor an
working classes, by a proper direction of their faculties
and powers, and not through any of the usual modes of
giving relief by what is commonly called charity, which,
in all cases, directly tend to injure and degrade human
nature. It is a very common mistake, arising from the
confusion of ideas inseparable from the present erroneous
system of society, to believe that the rich provide for the
poor and working classes, while, in fact, the poor and
working classes create all the wealth which the rich pos-
sesses. T'he working classes can provide abundance for
themselves, and be independent of any other class; but
the rich, without the working classes, would be the most
helpless of human beings. The rich, so far from aiding
the working classes, actually prevent them from creating
a m}f:-!:)]? of wealth that would be sufficient to preclude
all from becoming poor; they prevent the working
classes from producing far more wealth for the rich, than
the rich now possess. In fact, wealth is now made an
object of contest, and a fertile source of crimes through-
out society, when it may be demonstrated that, by the
most simple arrangements highly advantageous to all
classes, real wealth might be created, or annually made
to grow—if I may be allowed the expression—far more
ahnnda:l:ﬁy and luxuriantly than can be useful to, or
or desired by, any portion of mankind. |
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Wealth is that which is necessary and useful to
man ; and that which is the most intrinsically valuable is
the most necessary and the most beneficial. The wealth
is created, either by the buunty of nature, from which are
derived light, heat, air, and, in most places, water in a
a superfluous abundance for all; or, by the intelligence
and industry of man, through which are obtained, food,
raiment, dwellings, furniture, implements, books, instru-
ments of science, &c. &e.; and without intelligence and
induastry, none of this latter class of objects can be pro-
duced, except those natural fruits and roots which suffice
only for a very limited portion of the present inhabitants
of the world.

Wealth then may be created, in proportion to the
intelligence and industry of each individual in sucie:ﬁ;
and under this view of our subject, it becomes at once the
evident-interest of all, that each child should, in these
respects, be rendered the most effective for society, con-
sistently, at the same time, with his own well-being and
happiness. If these premises be correct, it is an obvious
conclusion, that while human beings, by their intelligence
and industry, and the aid of science, can create more
than they consume, every addition to the population of
the world, whenever justice shall be done to individuals
from birth, will be a real gain and advantage to those
previously existing. It is equally evident that society
errs, whenever it permits a human being to come into the
world, without arranging the means to secure to him the
best training and instruction, that he may be industrious,
well-disposed, and intelligent; and to surround him with
circumstances which are calculated to give the mest

. valuable effect to his intelligence and industry. And is’

not this error, at the present moment, most glaring in
this Island? The poor and working classes are now ne-

glected from birth ; they continue surrounded by almost

every circumstance that directly tends to injure the in-

dividuals and society ; and the loss of wealth, intelligence,

and happiness to all parties, is, in consequence, incalcu- .

lable. The wealth which is thus lost is probably not less
than would be sufficient to support, in high comfort, a
. population far exceeding that which Ireland now con-

Gougle .

e



21

tains.  In short, the old system of the world appears as
irrational, in its views and proceedings regarding wealth,
as in those which relate to the forming of character, and
to the arrangements necessary to the well-being and hap-
piness of society.

As soon as the subject of wealth shall be understood,

~ combined with the science of the formation of character,

wealth will cease to be an object of contest; its creation
beyond the desires of every individual will be found to be
so easy and pleasant, that all will be eager to engage in
producing it; and in consequence, there will be a vast
surplus of all things constantly in store, and more than
sufficient to protect society against a succession of bad
seasons, or accidents of any kind.

- At present, the production of wealth is limited by the
want of markets, and markets are limited by the want of
a conyenient circulating medium to represent the products
of labour as soon as they are ereated, and to effect their
ready exchange; or, in other words, the industry of so-
ciety is restrained by the existing artificial monied system.
Arrangements are now required to call into activity the
physical and mental powers of all for the benefit of each,
and to withdraw the restraints which check industry, or

ive it a useless or pernicious direction. As this cannot
effected under our present circumstances, society is not
making an advantageous use of one hundreth part of the
means which it may immediately command and put into
activity for the general benefit. Every invention and im-
provement, too, so long as the old arrangements continue,
will only tend to aggravate our poverty and difficulties,
because every such improvement or invention will add to °
the supply, and diminish the quantity of labour. This
being the direct object of the projector of every improve~
ment, whether in mechanism or chemistry—or in any
other science or art, or practice. And, in proportion as
the supply is increased, and the value of labour is reduced,
the demand will diminish, and the general distress of the
mass of the population will become greater.

It is evident, therefore, that the time is arrived when
all things are prepared, and fully ripe for an entire change

o~ N

-

| "Goﬁ gle



22

of our whole system ; not a mere alteration for the benefit
of one class, or of one portion of the population, but a
change which shall essentially improve human nature;
that shall give decided advantages to every human being,
of whatever rank or station of life he may be; a change,
in short, which shall seeure to every one better dispositi-
ons—superior knowledge—an increase of health—and the
means of enjoying whatever can contribute to the happi-
ness of an individual trained to be a rational creature.

" It is very practicable for the Government and.the
" people, immediately to commence the change proposed ;
and it is so much the interest of both to effect it, that I
trust a union of all parties will now be formed to give to
Ireland the full benefit of her invaluable localities.

‘Why should she longer be degraded, and compelled
to be wretched, when she may be immediately elevated
to the first rank among nations, and her sons and daughters
enabled to attain an excellence, and to enjoy a happiness
not hitherto seen or experienced in any part of the world ?
‘Whose interest stands in the way of this improvement ?
What individual can suffer in mind, body, or estate, by
the change which I propose? I confidently answer, no
one. Let us then, my friends, dismiss from our minds all
fears and alarms for our individual interests, and present
situations, for they are groundless. No-one will be re-
quired to give up any thing whatever on which he sets
any value, or to remove from his present situation, until
he can obtain another which he will greatly prefer. But
why are you alarmed for a change? Is your situation so
much to your satisfaction that you desire no improve-
ment? Are the millions of inhabitants of the Irish cabins
in the state in which a rational system of society would
place them? Are the higher classes secure in their pos-
sessions, while on every side so much wretchedness sur-
rotnds them? Are you alarmed for the morals of the

eople, and do you fear that any change may disturb the
: Ei.ndness and good will which prevail among all ranks
and descriptions of the population of this Island; or that
the union on the subject of religion may be weakened,
and the harmony which it prodiices among all classes, be
turned into acrimony and violence?
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Be assured, my friends, I do not mean to pro
any change which, when undersood, shall be found to
have the smallest tendency to weaken one moral fuelir:%,
or to disturb one particle of religion that is not directly
opposed to truth, and the well being and happiness of the
human race. I know how delicate a subject this is to
touch upon, because all men, by the errors which pre-
vailed upon it, have been necessarily rendered irrational,
and, in consequence, when it is discussed, enly irrational
feelings and ideas are brought into aetion.

Is the time arrived when, for the benefit of our suf-
fering fellow-creatures, we can take a calm and dispassi-
onate view of the most interesting of all subjects? If it 1s
not, then the wickedness and wretchedness of the world
must go on unchecked, and imbecility and violence con~
tinue to govern the affairs of mankind.

May I now implore you for your own good, for the
sake of those who inhabit this Island, and for the perma~
nent benefit of your fellow-men, on every part of the globe
who suffer from religious errors, to listen to me fora few
moments, while I place this subject in what appears to
me a rational point of view? If I be in error, 1 earnestly
call upon my friends here, and upon those who at this
moment may suppose themselves my enemies, but who, I
trust, before we separate, will feel cause sufficient to make
them also my friends, to explain to this Meeting, the fal-

of my conceptions, and the cause of them; for I
declare, with all the sincerity which can belong to human
“nature, that, above all things, I desire not to remain in
error. Convince me that you are right and that I am in
error, and from that hour I shall, if possible, use double
diligence to remove any misconceptions which my previ-
ous rocéedinﬁj may have created in the public mind,—
and I shall willingly devote the remainder of my life to
bring into effective practice, those truths which are now
hidden from me. Inform my judgment, and you shall
have all my services, heart and soul, to theé utmost extent
of my mental and physical powers. Unless, however,
you can do this, and you are now justly called upon to
do it, you ought not to expect me to say that I think as

'ﬂ
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you have been tuughtg to believe. Could 1 speak thus,
and be honest,—eould T accede to your wishes, without
becoming insincere 7 Surely you do not wishh me thus to
aet. H '

Then I request from rr? religious friends an answer
to the following questions. I ask not the reply now, when
they may be taken by surprise; but after they shall have
had full time well to consider the subject; for it is pro-
posed that anotlier opportunity shall be afforded to them,
and to all the opponents of what I may now recommend,
when they nray come fully prepared with every objection
that may ocecur to them. }; will then satisfactorily meet

those objections,; or yield to their superior facts and de- .

ductions. I am, however, above all things, most desirous
that this discussion, whether now; or at air adjourned Meet-
ing, shiould be entered upon, @nd.continued in a spirit of
real charity and good will, and be carried on, not for vie-
tory, bat solely with a view to elicit truths of the deepest
impertanice to the future well being of mankind.

The questions 1 wish to ask are these:—

- Are the inhabitants of the world agreed, or divided,
spon the subject of religion?

Are the divisions on the subject of religion created
by nature, or by instruction? '

Do children very generaﬂg imbibe the religious no-
tions which are taught to them:

With exceptions not deserving of notice, do the
countless miltions born within the circle of China, become
Chinese in language, habits, sentiments, religion, and
general character? et gt

With similar exceptions, do the inhabitants born
within the circle of Mahomedanism, and whe are trained
and educated by Mahomedans, become followers of Ma-
homed ? | a3 Eerlo

With the like exceptions, do not the rcmniiiing
hundreds of millions who occupy other portions of this
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earth,.derive their language, habits, sentiments,, religion,
feelings and general conduct and character; from. the cir-
cumstances of their respective countries, and the persons
who'surround and instruct them 7'

Is it the individual, then, who gives himself his lan-~
nage—his habits—his manners—his religion—his senti-
ments—his notions of wright and wrong—or his thonghts
and character ?’ :
. Does any infant create himself, or in.any manner in-
terfere in combining his mental or physical powers?

- Are any two children born alike, physically. or men-
tally ?

Is this. difference the work of the. infants or of the
Power that creates them ?

Is not the character of every human being, a com-
pound of his natural’ faculties and propensities, physical
and mental, modified by the circumstances which have
surrounded him from birth ?

" Is there any rationalty in being angry with those who
have been taught languages, habits, sentiments, religions,
feelings, and manners ﬂsi:igether different from those

which have been given to ourselves?

Is there any justice in being displeased with others to
whom the Great Creating Power has given a natural
character differing from our own?

Is it a law of human nature that it believes.or dis=
believes at pleasure, or is it in all cases, witheut a ai_agk
exception, compelled to believe according to that which
has made the strongest impression on the mind ?

- Can rationality and anger, or anger and real charity,
- for our fellow-creatures, ever, in a single instance, be
united in the same individual ?

Isit more rational to talk about religion and ‘moral-
ity, allowing all those circumstances to remain which
create. in the human chsmh-ctcr :iga, crﬁmgdand misery, ;.
or. to cease talking upon these subjects, and to become
active in removing the causes of these evils, snd in com-~.

E !
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bining those circumstances which are certain to exclude
ignorance, bad habits, vice, crime and misery from society?

Is it better that human beings should unite to pro-
duce positive good, or to divide to produce certain
misery ?

Seeing how religious opinions are formed, and know-
ing that individuals cannot of themselves alter them, must
we not deem it unjust, because it is unnatural, to inflict
pains and penalties on those who have been made to differ
from us? :

Have not all men a right, freely to express the epini-
ons which have been made to appear to them to be true ?:

‘When men are punished for opinions, or are in any
manner prevented from expressing their thoughts consci-
entiousl}', are they not forced to be insincere, and is not
insincerity productive of much evil in society ?

As the circumstances which now exist, have com-
pelled men to receive conscientiously different opinions,.
1s it not just that each should have charity for the senti-
ments of others, and that each should be equally allowed,.
in a spirit of truth and kindness, to explain the reasons
which force his belief? '

Since it cannot be expected that all men can become
of one opinion until error shall be removed, (a period,
however, which itis to be hoped, cannot now be far dis-
tant,) will it not be wisdom in mankind to endeavour to
find some great and generally acknowledged principle,
upon which all can cordially unite in practice, for the
certain benefit of society? -

Is it not obvious to efery mind accustomed to reflect,

~ that circumstances do most essentially influence charac-

ter ; that their influence, indeed, is sufficiently powerful

to transform men into Cannibels or into Quakers,—inte

Princes or Paupers,—intq moral or immoral beings ?

I this be true, and since society may have a control
over all the circumstances which are ca{culated to form

the best, or the worst characters from infancy, cannot we'
now all agree in devising measures, which shall gradually
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remove all vicious circumstances from around us, and
introduce those which shall surely influence to virtue and
happiness ?

Here, my friends, is a solid foundation for a super-
stritcture of peace and concord among men; a foundation
on which te rest, as upon a rock, and of which the hourly
evidence of our senses will form the corner stone. Having
this principle for our bond of union and our guide, we
shall be enabled to withdraw, and for ever exclude from
society all jarring, strifes and divisions, ignorance, pov-
erty, vice, crime and misery. The road is open before
us, and when we have once entered upen it, it will be
impossible to mistake or to deviate from the proper direc-
tion. We can go straight forward to our object, and by
this path, the excellence and happiness of human nature
are certain to be attaiped and secured. Even the present
generation may yet be made to partake of many of the

lessings which are now presented to our view. An
amelioration, upon this principle, may be effected over
this Island in less than a year, and if conducted with
firmness and vigor, I am prepared to say, that no neces-
sity will exist for a single Begiment to remain beyond

- -that period to preserve the peace of the country. No in-

dividual among the working classes would be unoccnpied
or inefliciently employed; and active measures might be
in progress, to produce, in less than two years, a state of
morality throughout the whole Island, such as is not to
be found at this day in any part of the globe.

This is the branch of the subject which all of you,

_from the highest to the lowest, have the deepest stake—
~in which each of you, individually, have an immediate

interest, paramount to every other consideration that can

: be brought before you.

: You may at your pleasure have industry, have wealth,
i:ral;ny ;;pe:ﬂdl::ty you can da:;ire. Yout may have good
its, ispositions, good manners, intelligence, un-
limited charity, benevolence and- kindness, from one ex-
tremity of the Isle to the other. You may with ease force
"-the sister Island to do you justice, and thereby essentially
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benefit herself. You may, in less than two years; change
this scene of poverty, ignorance and wretci;edness, into
one in which the fear a?npoverty shall be unknown,—ig-
norance shall speedily vanish,—the cause of difference
shall /cease to exist, and in which an active, cheerful in-
dustry, well (divected, shall makeplentysmile around, and
in ‘which one and all, the rich man and the labourer, shall
higlily enjoy the altered state of their condition.

But I repeat, that under the existing system, this
happy state of society can never be attained. The best
of ‘our present modes-of education, arising from a total
i ance of the science of the formation of character, are
Emﬂg-calculated to create imbecility, and some of the
worst feelings and passions that can be implanted in hu-
man nature. Our arrangements for the formation of
character are all founded in error, and in consequence,
they generally produce the worst, instead of the best dis-

psitions. Nor are our procecdings, in regard to the
creation of wealth, in any degreé better calculated to at~
tain the end proposed. | o

In short, when the present arrangements of society
shall ‘be examined, with ‘a view to the attainment of gen-
erdl and permanent happiness, increasing through every
‘succeedin Elenuatian—-the real object of human exist-
‘ence, we find ‘that they have been admirably fitted to
produce the opposite result; ‘that they have inflicted 1nis-
ery rather than conferred happiness. . And for thisfact I
may refer to the ‘existing’ state of this island—to the feel-
ings and condition of the population of this country. Do
Jharmony and abundance prevail init? And yet how. easily,
under another system, might both be uattained and ren-
doréll permanronts] ¢ Ty er 0 DnEed e et e

I will now explain from documents derived from the
facts ‘which have ° akcertdined by a ‘very intelligent
practical Agriculturist, who accompanied me in a gredt
part of my'late tour, in what manner wealth may 'be easily
mgﬁqrelmd. LR TN, (N SR TR Y IR {1

By these documents, which were submitted to
leading practical agriculturiss during our journey, a
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approved by them, it appears that the soil and other lo-
calities of Ireland are such, that, under the new moral
arrangements which I mean to propose for the working
classes, one thousand persons, including men, women,
and children of all ages, and in the usual propertions,
may with ease and pleasure to themselves, create as much
wealth from the soil, and by manufactures, as will sup-
port their number, in g manner greatly supevior, in all
respects, to that in which the working classes now live in
any part of the world, and create a surplus sufficient te
-support in equal comfort, two thousand more; or suffici-
ent to enable the first thousand to pay a full rent for the
land which they would occupy, interest of the capital re-
quired to huild and furnish their houses, stock their farm,
&ec. &c. pay tithes and taxes, and leave a surplus more
than adequate to the redemption of the capital in twelve
vears. In these calculations, every thing has been charged
to the disadvantage of the proposed arrangements; and I
have no hesitation in saying that, after the lapse of a few
years, much mare favourable results would be realized
than those which appear in these statements.

If then, onethousand of the inhabitants of Ireland
can create so much wealth for themselves and others, and
if wealth be so much desired by all parties and by the
state, why are not arrangements formed to employ the
Capital of the United Kmﬁam, in giving this right di-
rection to the industry of the pepulation, when from the
absence of such encouragement at home, the monied in-
terests are induced to risk their capital in the wilds of
South Amenica, or among the contending parties in
Spain? It is evident there is something fundamentall
wﬂﬂmmﬁmﬁan of society, when that state whic
is ledged to be the most enlightened of modern
times, knows not how to give a useful direction to the
labour ofits subjects, and suffers their invaluable pewers,
physieal-and mental, te remain dormant and unprofitable.

- It isimpossible that this useful direction can be given
to the industry of the people, under the existing system
of the world, which, as long as it shall be permitted to
continue, will inflict grievous evils .on the inhabitants of
this island, and upon all nations.
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It is not ‘then the petty considerations of party,” or
<lass, or sect, against which I now contend; but, as a
human being, feelmg daetl) for the cause of humanity,
and willing to run all s, and to make any individual
sacrifice to relieve this and future generations from the
errors and evils which se heavily afflict my fellow crea-
tures, I appear here this day for the sole purpose of
declaring to you, and to all those to whom my langua
may be afterwards conveyed, that the whole past proceed-
ings of the world have originated in error, and an error
too, so grievous and lamentable, that it has been the sole
cause of all the crimes and sufferings which have been

erienced through the past period of human existence.
It has rendered the human intellect irrational, and de-

ranged the understandings of all men. It has caused all

the Governments of the world at all times to act in direct
opposition to their own interest, and to the well being and
happiness of each individual whom they governed. It is
at this moment the cause of all the poverty, imbecility,
and violence whieh pervade all nations. It is the sole
cause of all the errors which have been combined with
the thousand varied religions which at various times have
bowed the human intellect to the earth, and rendered man
often lower than the lowest of the animal creation, and by
filling his mind with dread and alarms, made him the
most ignorant and miserable being in existence. It is this
error which is combined with all the ever varying religi-
ons which now perplex the understandings of mankind,
and divide them into herds of infuriated madmen, who,
like the Greeks and Turks, are ardently desirous of des-
troying each other; that renders that which is intended
to produce-good will among all men, and kind affectionate
feelings in each individual towards every other, the source
of ten thousand bitter feelings wbu:h would otherwme
never cxist.

Were your minds, my friends, not saturated with
this error, irrationalized, and overwhelmed by it, you

would see, clearly as at noon day, thatit is the immediate

cause of all your present divisions and afflictions; of ev
~one of the evils which you now individually suffer, and 1if

it shall be allowed to reign paramount, will, in a similar
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manner, devote your children, and your children’s chil-
dren, through all succeeding generations, to the same
grievous suﬁrings; and, in like manner; to be made the
wnresisting victims of this gross decéption upon the human
understanding. y

In short, this error is the sole cause of all the irrita-
tion—all the r, and all the violences which now pre-
vail in this lm and over the world. Itis at this moment
the sole bar to the entire harmony of this Meeting, to a
sincere and lasting reconciliation among Catholics and
Protestants, QOrangemen and Whiteboys, aund between
all the contending interests and feelings which lacerate
and torment your country, and which, as soon as this root
of all evil shall be extracted from it, cannot fail to be-
come, in a period so shert, as to appear almost a miracle
to you, one of the happiest abodes on the face of the eartl
And I trust that the day is arrived, when you will all join
heart and hand with me in this good work; that we shall,
even in: this hour, lay the axe to the root of this tree of
evil, and thereby render to all our fellow-creatures the
~ most important, and the most permanent benefits,

. What possible motive can [ have for coming among
you, except to perform for you a service, the extent of
which no man can at this present moment estimate ? You
whole system can offer me no temptation to act as you
have witnessed ; its most brilliant honors combined with
the wealth of the British empire, to me appear without
value; and the highest offices which this wretched system
of yours can afford, are in my estimation, merely stations
of degradation and slavery.  Neither do 1 set more value
upon preseut or future fame; they are baubles, not worth
amomxnt's consideration in the mind of a rational being;
and the principle for the truth of which I this day con-
tend, and on which I propose that an entirely new system
of Society should be erected, destroys, at the root, every
desire for personal aggrandizement or consideration,—
You therefore see an individual uninfluenced by any of
&q.mﬁta of your old world, who has devoted the whale
of a very active life to the sole object of enabling him 1o
enjoy the unspeakable delight of knowing that huwman
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nature, through all future generations, will be relieved
from the evils which it has suffered during the past.

Let us then now, with one accord, put an end for
ever to the irritation arising from the petty differences
about party, sect and class—differences which never pro-
duce any good, but always evil, and which have no other
tendency whatever than to prevent or disturb the harmony
of society, and to irrationalize the humanmind. And let
us set ourselves fairly to work, to understand what human
nature really is—whether its character is formed by or for
the individual. This is the subject which ought now te
occupy the almost undivided attention of all whose first
wish is, to improve the condition of the wretched inhabi-
tants of this country. Because all' the circumstances
which produce their wretchedness, immediately proceed
from the notion, that the character is formed by the mdi-
vidual, and that wretchedness can never be removed until
the cause which perpetually generates the circumstances
that create it, shall be withdrawn. And whenyou be-
come conscious that this is an error, and an error too from
which all the vice of mankind has uriginated; then shall
you have explained to you, infull detail, the new circum-
stances which are to supersede the present; for, by this
change of a fundamental principle, old things must pass
away, and all will become new; the minds of all men will
literally be born again, and man will be regenerated ; he
will know himself and his fellow-men, and clearly under-
stand whatever concerns his happiness, both here and
hereafter.

The knowledge of the regenerating principle of the
world, that the cﬁaracter is, in all cases, formed for the
individual, will at once make it evident to the comprehen-
sion of every little child, that all feelings of anger, or even
of slight irritation, do not belong to a' rational being.
Wars and strifes of all kinds will therefore immediatel

cease between man and man, and between nation and
' nation. All will understand that war prevents creation
of wealth, and destroys that which has been created;
while it is the direct interest of every human being that
neither of these results should take place, Wars imme-
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diately demoralize all who ate engaged in them; while it
is the interest of all that no immorality shoudld be found
in any part of' the world. It will become évident to the
public mind; that practical méasures may be ilmediately
adopted, to remove poverty from the British Isles in Jess
than twelve months, and over the whole éxtent of the
British empire in less than two years; and the other nati-
ons of Europe and of the world; may also within the same
period, derive incalculable advantages from the applica-
tion of this principle to their respective localities. For
hereafter the petty jealousies of the commercial spirit, and’
the rivalry of nations; will entirely cease.

The time is therefore at hand, when our artisans and
artificers will indeed be occupied in beating swords into
plough shares, and spears into pruning hooks—when there
shall be no complaining in our streets; but every cotinte-
nance shall beam with joy and gladness.

This, my friends, is a view of the subject for which’

_you cannot be prepared,—which you have had no nicans
of considering ; it would; therefore, be unreasonable to
urge you now to the discussion; and while you are thus
unprepared, it would also be prejudicial to the full under-

- standing by the public, of that glorious cause for which
} have been created and trained, to be the unworthy
means through whose instrumentality it has now been
made known to the world. Created, however, and trained
and placed under circumstances which, unknown to my-
self, have gradually forced me forward in this course,
until I found myself necessitated to advocate this great
cause of humanity on this day, before this assembly; I
am at this moment quite unconscious of what the result
may be to myself as an individual, and am lly re-
gardless of it; because I have a conviction which gives
certainty to;r:s feelings on the subjeety that whatever may

- arise to the individeal, the cause of truth, the practise of
virtue, and the tuture happiness of the world are from

this hour secured. f
¥ilh Bihaversiow plaeod bifcre yoii: ssminich of the ontline
of the principles and the prhvt{m-oﬁ the system I propose
F
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for the amelioration of this Island as can, perhaps, be re-
ceived into the mind with advantage at one time. If I am
right, from what has been said, itis evident that society
has gradually grown from the darkest ages to be what it
is, under the notion that each individual forms his own
character. That this notion may now be demenstrated
to be an error, because it is directly opposed to the facts
narrated through all history, and to all these which exist
at this day. That this notion is the sole cause of all the
crimes that have ever taken place in human society. That
it is theimmediate cause of all the ignoranee, poverty and
divisions which new afflict this and every other country.
That the withdrawing of this notion from the minds of
men, will at.once produce a change in all human affairs,
such as no man is at present prepared fully to comprehend.

That the detection of the error that the character is
formed by the individual, opens to us the knowledge that
the character is formed for the individual, and the means
by which it has been hitherto ill-formed, and those by
which, without a single exception, through all futurve
generations, it may be well formed. That this knowledge
will, in the first place, destroy all anger in the human
constitution, and make men, for the first time in the
history of their species, rational beings, who will be
always contributing to their own improvement and hap-
piness, and to the improvement and happiness of all their
fellow-creatures, particularly of those who immediately
surround them. That as long as any portion of mankind
shall be taught and made to entertain the notion, that
the character of each person is formed by himself, it will
be contrary to the undeviating laws of nature, that they
should be competent to think or to act rationally, and it
will be unreasonable to expect from them either the one
or the other. That those who are permitted to attain a
distinet knowledge of this error, and to perceive clearly in
what manner human character has ever been and ever
must be formed, will no longer contend with the ir-
rationality of the world, but endeavour by patience and
kindness, without limit, to soothe the irritable feclings
and angry passions of all, and at proper intervals calmly
place before those minds which have been so abused; the
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real cause of the sufferings which they have been made
to experience, and this conduct cannot fail in a short
time, to prepare society for the happy change which
awaits us and our children. :

That this change may, even now, he made in this
manner, without creating any irritation in society, or
the smallest injury to any individual of any class. That
the change may f;e also made without interfering with
the conscience 6f any one; it may be made to provide
the most convenient places of worship for all sects, and
ample support for the Ministers of all persuasions,

That the change will be made without disturbi:ﬁ *
the existing arrangements of society, until all parties sh
earnestly desire their removal.

That to effect the change, no advance of capital will
be mnecessary but a credit easy and beneficial for the
Government to create, for the general advantage of all
classes in society. | |

That the change may indced be made under smproved
commercial and monied arrangements, which will with-
draw the present highly injurious and impolitic restraints
on industry, and through a proper direction of the
powers now at the controul of society, produce an
abundant supply for gll. But that the former mode, as
it would be LEE most s y» and wonld tend immediately
to unite the higher and lower ranks, the Government and
the people, in a general measure, for the benefit of all, is
 the most to be desired,

.~ That the political and religious circumstances of
this country render this change absolutely necessary, and
the religious and political circumstances of all nations
now demand it, and the force of these circumstances will
render the change irresistible. 0P

That the circumstances which now exist in this
Island, to form the character of the lower orders, are the
worst and most immoral that can be devised, and, if con-
tinued, must speedily produce disorder among all ranks.

Go gle |



36

That such moral, virtuous, and industrious circum=-
stances may be immediately arranged, for all the working
c¢lasses, as' will, with the certainty of a law of nature,
change their condition from being the most wretched and
degraded population in KEurope, to become the most
kind-hearted, cleanly, industrious, temperate, healthy and
happy people to be found in the world.

- And now, my friends, as there is not one material for
this purpose deficient in this Island, what good reason is
there that we should not immediately set to work, one and
all, to produce this happy change ?

The delivery of this address occupied about three
hours, and in many passages the benevolent Speaker was
warmly greeted with the applause of the numerous and
respectable assembly.

Mr. Owen having concluded the reading of kis ad-
dress, observed that he was fully aware that the subject
he had introduced was perfectly new to gentlemen who
might be inclined to oppose him. He conceived that it
would be doing great injustice to those gentlemen to take
them unawares, and, as he felt most anxious, if he was
in error, that it should be made apparent, he would
therefore move, though personally it might be incon-
venient to him, that the Meeting should adjourn to a
fature day that would be convenient to the persons in-
terested 1n the subject. Many of the learned gentlemen
were then absent on Circuit, the Meeting, he would sag-
gest, might adjourn tv a period when they should have
returned to Dublin.  He should be glad theén to hear the
arguments of those gentlemen who might differ in opinion
with him. He had no feeling whatever of an anxiety to
obtain a victory ; his only wish was, that that which was
true should be firmly established in society. g, =i
. Mr., Owen then moved, that the, Meeting should:
adjourn to the 7th of April, = . - ool

On this motion haying been seconded.
 “The Rev, Mr. Dubiie preseinted himself to the Meet-

1

-
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When a plan kad been propoesed for the good of
mankind, he gave full credit to the pure and beneévolent
motives of him with whom it originated ; and it was with
reluctance he felt himself obliged to come forward and
oppose it. The system recommended by Mr. Owen was
a fgrced:and unnatural system, whether as applied to man
in his three-fold character of a social—an individual, or a
religious being, He would have been more disposed to
have listened to those arguments, twenty or thirty years
ago—when the philosophers of that time, in their writings,
recommended a peace and happiness, independant of re-
ligion. It was, however, his (Mr. Dunne’s) good fortune
to be reared by Christian parents, and he considered those

rinciples but as faithless phantoms, which—* only fly to
rure them to their doom.” Mr. Owen’s system was in
truth, so meagre—so bald, that it resembled but the ske-
feton of Rousseau’s or St. Piere’s, which had at one time
duzzled-his better judgment. It might be sdid that Mr.
Owen’s system was practicable, because it had been already
realised by Mr. Owen—but what had been accomplished
by a private individual, could never be made applicable
on the immense scale proposed. His (Mr. Dann’s) ob-
jection to the system, would be found in the work of Dr.
almers. They must suppose that the system so strong-

ly recommended, was to work upon mind as well as mat-
ter; and that men might be considered as so many blocks,
until, hammered into different shapes by this machine,
- they %cnn_ie‘ useful, virtuous and happy citizens. He
('M{ onne) would prefer seeing the peasantry residing
in their own cottages, thun in barracks; and it should be
recollected, that crimes was invariably increased, where
persons have been congregated. The Gentleman seemed
so0 visionary in his ideas, that at times he appeared not to
consider himself as a mortal of this world, and sometimes
he secmed scarcely to think that he would be imimortal in
another—(Loud and continued disapprobation) He con-
sidered the disapprobation expressed towards him but as
mﬁrg from a flock of geese—(Continued disapprobation
' much noise.) The system recommended by Mr.
Owen would go to cut the sacred tie between landlord and
tenant, and dissolve the distinctions between rich and
poor. The Gentlemun must be but little acquainted with
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homan nature; or the sacred sympathies of the word
“ home,” when he recommended that system. He (Mr,
Dunne) weuld much rather see the poor peasaint mending
the thatch of his cottage with straw, than see him roams
ing through the wide and stuccoed apartment of Mr,
Owen’s wor ‘k-house, or partaking of a common meal in a
common hall. He objected to the proposed plan, parti-
cularly on the ground that it uuuhﬁ destroy the tie be-
tween landlord and tenant. So far the system was un-
natural . 'There was too great a tendency ia the present -
day 1o live in a high style; the common artisan lived like
a (n:-ntlemnn, and the farnmr like a Prince. He looked
with much jealousy on modern reformers, some of whom
resembled children, who having found a watch, with the
works and mechanism of which they were uuat..qu'untml
wound it until they broke thespring, the then felt wonder
and delight at its rapid movement :mnf}Y whirring sound,
until it became silent and was left to res-t—(ﬂpp]uuso.)
The system proposed, however, was calculated to leave at
least one great man in the person of Mr. Owen, who, like
him of I'rance, might go round from barrack to barrack,
- and give his orders for the men to turn out, and see that
the walls were white-washed. IHis object appeared to be
to render the Christian Religion nugatory ; perhaps he
11n ht allow a church to ornament one of the wings of his
uilding, unless he coneeived a Mahomedan Temple more
p:cturesque. Reduced to this system, man would be little
better than living in a savage state, without money or traf-
fic ; they might.de looked on as Hottentots, or as beasts
of the field, “hﬂ lierd together from mere instinet. Ac-
eording to this plan, the use of money might be dispensed
with ; iut John Wesley had said, that the love of mo
was the cause of cvil, but that it was not an evil in itself,

Mr. Dunne concluded by moving as an amendment,
that the Meeting should adjourn sine die.

Mr. Talbot Glascock seconded the amendment, in a
speech, which met much disapprobation.

Mr. Eneas M¢Donnell next addressed the Meeting.
He felt considerable regret that when good was meant to
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Ireland, the name of religion yvas intreduced, as if to di-

vide them.—Gentlemen tuyned ropnd to discuss poimts

) that were in no way connected with the object of the

' Meeting. He (Mr. M‘Donnell) came to the Meeting to

hear one question debated. The benevolent Gentleman

who proposed the system, came to the couniry anxious ta

do good to those who stood grieviously in nced of it

When a propaesition was about to be made to relieve the

peasantry, they were to be told that they were not to ac-

cept of it, and the Gentleman was to be asked, “ Have

you got your catechism ? ”—(Loud applause.) The Gen-

tleman who opposed Mr. Owen, met him not by argu-

ment, but he was to be told, “in the name of God we

denounce you as a man who must not do good ! ”--(Great

applause) Ior himself, he (Mr. M‘Donnell) did not

think it possible to reduce that system to practice;

and if it was possible, he would net wish to see it

adopted, as he looked on it as a system of degredation—

(applause,) He would rather see, as the Rev. Gentleman

- had said, the peasant in his little but, or by his fire-side,

than the modelled being of this moral mechanical systen.

i Such a plan might be practicable in a small sphere, but

- he did not conceive it could be reduced to practice on an

extended scale. The Gentleman should net, however,

be met by the taunt of fanaticism. Certainly he would

not thus be greeted by the peasantry. No, they wonld on

the contrary make him the most valuable return they

could ; they would give to him the grateful tribute of

their Irish gratitude—(hear, hear.) His object appeared

tobe to prosecute the system laid down by the Savereign---

to aid the Marquis Wellesley in—(Order, order.)  He

(Mr. M‘Donnell) was not out of order, he hoped, for

saying they should aid the Government in an endeavcur

to relieve the distresses of the Country. He conceived

that by supporting the Sovereign and the Government,

they wonld adopt the most likely mode.of making the
Country happy, and the King invincible.

%‘he Rev. Mr. Daly next addressed the Meeting. This
Gentleman opposed Mr. Owen, on the ground that his
| system would strike at the root of Revealed Religion ;
it would be setting up the opinion of one fullible
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man” against thie Revealed Word of God. Mr. Daly
took occasion, in the course of his speech, to read some
extracts from a ‘pamphlet entitled “The Progress of
¢ Human Knowledge,” the sentiments of which he at-
tributed to Mr. Owen, but this Gentleman disclaimed any
knowledge of the pamphlet.

The Rev. Mr. Singer next addressed the Meeting.—
This gentleman commenced by bearing testimony to the
moral chavacter of Mr. Owen, and his exeellent private
life. 'The system proposed by that gentleman, be said,
was not new ; every school and every college acted on it.
That the formation of charaeter was produced by means
of circumstances, had been long since recognized, and
they were not now to be told' in the nineteenth century,
that it was a discovery of Mr. Owen’s. In the time of
Lycurgus and his Spartan Republic, such was the prin-
ciple aeted on throughout society. He (Mr. Singer,)
would ask, if there were xot to be found in the same family,
subject to the same discipline, characters differing materi-
ally in genins'and morality 7 The system proposed was as
old as the days of Horace; Ze commented on it,—Solo-
mon commented on it,—snd it should be recollected, that
of Adam’s two children, one was Cain, and one was Abel.
—(Applause) He had used the term Architect, but he
(Mr, Singer) thought his superstructure was rotten, for
its foundation was fatalism, It was a principle that went
to deprive man of virtue, and God of justice. They were
to be told that the day would come when the reign of
Faith shoutd cease, and that of Reason commence, but
that was one of the oft refated sophisms of Helvetius,
Godwin and Hobbes, which is now used only * to peint,
a moral or adorn a tale.” Man, he says, i1s a creature
whose character is formed for him ; it would be as fair in
Mr. Owen to say, that the dagger is equally culpable with
the hand of the assassin. By thus moving responsibility
from the actions of man; iustead of rearing philanthvo-
pists, like Mr. Owen, they should erect more prisons m
gibbets than already disgrace the country., One ofthose
philosophers who represents man as a machiue, says, that-

a tree is but'a machine; and’ this writer goes on to say,
that he wounld have no objection to become a tree.—
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(Laughger.) For his own part, he (Mr. Singer) would
rather Ife here in the hope of a better life hereafter, than
become the machine of Mr. Owen, or the tree of Helve-
tius. (Applause.) Mr. Owen merely stated that he had
a system, but he did not state what that system was. He
could not think that a man would beceme thoroughly
acquainted with the state of a country by travelling a.ﬁmg
its roads for five or six months, and feasting with its no-
bles. The gentleman’s metaphysical principles were er-
roneous—they wére made up of bad metaphysics, and
worse theology. TInstead of looking on him as a bene-
factor of mankind, he called on them to turn with indig-
nation from Mr. Owen. It was not a question between
Protestant and Catholic, but between the Christian and
Mr. Owen. He (Mr. Singer) called on them not to
sacrifice their Bible to Mr. Owen’s pamphlet, nor their
Redeemer to Mr. Owen’s metaphysics.—(applause, mixed
with some disapprobation).

Mr. Owen here came forward, amid mingled disap-
probation and applause. Circumstances had fallen out,
he said, exactly as he had anticipated. Gentlemen did
not reply to his arguments, but to phantasms of their
own creation. He did not say that children were born
alike—on the contrary, he said that they were possessed
of different faculties. If in their infancy any of them-
selves had been conveyed to a distant part of the world,
they would be altogether different beings from what they
were. There never was a greater boon to man than the
knowledge of the influence of circumstances on his habits
and manners. When that knowledge was sufficiently
understood—and whatever difference of opinion there
might be then on the subject, he thought that time was
near at hand—he might then speak, not to the theologian,
but to the practical man. He had no wish to claim
originality with him—it was not worth a thought. If
the system had been attempted in the days of Lycurgus,

attempt was then found to be insufficient. By the
rors of the present system, they were losing fifty millions
a year, and to produce that sum, it was not necessary that
any individual should advance capital—it was a capital
that could be created. It was necessary that the system

G
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should be fully considered. He was aware that he was
contending against the errors and prejudices of six
thousand years. He came to this country not with a
view to create divisions of any kind, but to promete union,
He did not seek to force his religious opinions upon any
one. Helived in the midst of the most religious people
in the world, and he never had any difference with them
on the subject of religion. He had no wish individually
to gratify. He was prepared to meet them on the 7th of
April, if they should think proper, or he was perfectly
satisfied to acﬁuum sine die if they shounld so determine.

Mr. Talbot Glascock here endeavoured, in vain, to
obtain a hearing.

Admiral Oliver opposed Mr. Owen in a few obser-
vations. ,

The question was then put on the amendment, and
~on a shew of hands, the Chairman declared that it was
carried.

The Meeting then adjourned sine die.
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TO THE

Nobility, Gentry, Professions, Banlkers, Merchants,
and Master Manufacturers

OF IRELAND.

%

Your Country is torn by dissensions and factions,
to the essential injury of yourselves and the rising gen-,
eration.

At the public Meeting held at the Rotunda, on the'
18th Inst. I explained the cause from whence all those
divisions arose,—the great fundamental error to which
the intellect and happiness of the inhabitants of Ircland,
and of all other countries, have been, for so many agrs,
sacrificeds and I expressed my conviction that that error,
both in theory and practice, mxght now be immediately
withdrawn from society.

Knowing that this Exposition could not be made
without arousing all the prejudices which the old errors
of the world had created, I was desirous to adjourn, to
another day, the debate respecting the principle, upon
which the practical measures I had to propose for the
relief and removal of your distresses, were necessarily
grounded. T desired this adjournment, that time might
be allowed for any momentary irritation to subsidé, and
that all parties might have leisure to consider the subject,
and return prepared with all the objections which could
- occur to the most acute and enlightened individuals,
tramed under the influence of the present system.
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Some very able, intelligent, and good men of the old
world, proposed, however, at this meeting, that the con-
sideration of the truth or falsehood of the notion, on which
society has been hitherto governed, should be postponed
sine die. 'This was perhaps the happiest expedient that
could have been resorted to, to save time and prevent the
excitement of any more of those party or sectarian feel-
ings which have been so long the bane of humanity.
These intelligent men must have been aware that all the
facts of which we really know any thing, could be brought
forward to demonstrate the truth of the principle, * that
the character is formed jfor the individual;” and that, in
consequence, the whole system of the old world is one
grand combination of error, admirably calculated to pro-
duce vice and misery, and to present the most formidable
obstacles Lo virtue, charlty, and happiness.

They therefore wisely postponed sine die, any further
consideration of that which, it must now bé obvious to
every reflecting mind, is an error of the most lamentable
character. The whole history ‘of the human species’ is
one closely connected chain of circumhtancea; not-a single
link of which is defective, demonstraung that the charac-
ter of every human being is formed _for him. Indeed, my
friend Mr. Singer, was too intelligent not to discover at
once, that the error of the old world was indefensible, and
that it ‘would be the height of folly and nbsurdlty to nt-
tempt to deny tlns now self-ewdent fact.

The truth, regarding human nature being falrly and
fully admitted, further discussion on this point is unnqma- :
sary ;—and happy is it for the world 'that this glorious .
period has at length arrived, for'this alone was wanting
to clear the foundation for an entirely new superstructure
~of society, in all respects so greatly: surpassing the old

1 1
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fubric, that they will scarcely be recognized as the work
of the same species.

It must, therefore, be admitted,—

That the great creating power of the universe gives
each infant, at birth, his natural character, yet that no
two infants are born alike, mentally or physically—that
these separate, individual, natural characters are materi-
ally influenced, from birth to death, by all the local cir-
cumstances which surround the human bemg, but most
essentially by those which act upon the infant, child and
youth—and that ail these Fimunismnpes are of a moral, of
an immoral, or of a neutral character—and that they pro-
duce happiness or misery accordingly.

That the moral and immoral, or the favorable and
unfayorable—the most important of thesecircumstances—
are now at the control of society.

That it is the interest of every one, whatever may be
his rank or condition, that not a single immoral or un-
favnrable circumstance should be permitted to act upon
:my mc'lmduul from birth to death.

That it is now practicable to create new moral ar-
rangpments for society, to the entire exclusion of those
innumerable circumstances, having a decided and acknow-
ledged immoral tendency, which are now most irr atmnnlly
permitted to destroy whatever is really good and excellent
?n human nature.

That the great and paramount business of society
ought to be, to make preparations immediately to com_
mence, upon a large scale, decisive measures to withdraw
from areuml ‘ every population, all those circumstances

Go gle



16

which tend to demoralize it, and to introduce, in their
place, others which have an effective, undeviating, moral
power over the character and conduct of every human
being. |

To begin this good work, I invite you to meet me
again at the Rolunda, on Saturday the 12th of April. It
is my intention then to explain, in detail, the practical
measures by which the condition of the poor and working
classes may be rapidly and essentially improved, and by
which the rising generation shall be surrounded, from the
hour of birth to death, by such circumstances only as
shall conduce to industry, morality, virtue, health and
happiness. And I assert, without fear of contradiction
from any really intelligent practical person, that, through
these measures, the present wretched state of human ex-
istence, in which so large a portion of the whole popula-
tion of the world are born only to be ignorant, poor,
vicious and miserable, shall, without force, or any evil or
inconvenience to any one, and apparently without any
great effort, be so changed that all shall necessarily be-
come, by the very improved circumstances in which they
will be placed, rational, healthy, active, virtuous and

happy.

. T will also endeavour so to bring down the knowledge
of this practice to the common understanding of mankind,
that even mere theorists, who at present do not know
what is, or what is not practicable, shall no longer feel
inclined to call measures visionary, bécause they happen
to have originated in principles and experience, too com-
prehensive for the limited localities under which alone
they have been instructed. G ek
ROBERT OWEN.

Morrisson's Hotel, March 21, 1828,
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SECOND MELTING

AT THE

ROTUNDA.

On Saturday the 12th of April, 1823, a General
Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Professions, Bankers,
Merchants, and Master Manufacturers, was held in the .
Round Room of the Rotunda, for the purpose of hearing
the developement of the practical arrangements proposed

by Mr. Owen, for the relief of Ireland.

So early as eleven o’clock, A. M. the Round Room of
the Rotunda, which had been fitted up as an Amphitheatre,
was nearly filled by persons of respectability. = Among
the company present were the Earl of Llandaif, Lord and
Lady Cloncurry, the Hon. Colonel Gore, the Surgeon-

General, and an immense number of scientific literary

~and professional Gentlemen.

A great number of Ladies were present, and from
the beauty and fashien which met the eye in every direc-
tion, the coup d’eil was brilliant in the extreme. A hand-
some painting, descriptive of one of Mr. Owen’s villages,
was suspended above the orchestra.

 Attwelve o’clock Mr.Owen entered. He was received
with loud and general applause. 'When silence was ob-

‘tained, he read from a manuscript paper as follows :—

. At the close of the Meeting, which was held here on
the 18th of last month, a resolution was proposed, that it
should adjourn sine die, and the J.ord Mayor put the
question; but there was a good deal of noise at the time,

some confusion, and the words * sine die’ were scarcely
heard ten paces from his Lordship. In consequence, the
!nutipbj: appeared to him to be carried, and heso declared
it to be.
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I was afterwards informed that almost all who were
present, understood that the motion, supposed to have
been carried, was in favour of an adjournment to the 7th
of April, and that such was decidedly the general sense
of the Meeting.” This was my own impression; but as
the object of my visit to this country was to unite, and
not to divide, I allowed the Meeting to terminate without
expressing even a wish to carry the question against the
Gentlemen who, on that day, thought it their duty to op-
pose my proceedings. '

The Lord Mayor, however, having so decided the
result of that Meeting, afterwards, upon reflection, per-
ceived that to take the Chair, on the present occasion,
would imply some inconsistency of conduct ; he has, there-
fore, declined presiding here to day, regretting at the
same time, that he cannot attend as a private individual.

It appeared to me that no other leading individual
could take the Chair, in this city, on the present occasion,

without giving a certain tinge of party to the character of

the Meeting—a circumstance which I was most anxious
to avoid, for the cause I advocate disclaims all connection
with the exclusive views of class, sect, or party. Havin

then no personal object to carry—nothing that I wisheﬁ
to urge in opposition to the calmed feelings and good
sense of the intelligent and well-disposed of all parties, 1
concluded that, under these circumstances, the office of
Chairman might be dispensed with, without prejudice to
the object which I had in view ; and in consequence, I now
appear before you, to give you the promised explanation
of the system; by which I propose to benefit your Country.

Yet there is one other subject upon which I desire to
sa?v a few words, before commencing the regular business
of the day.

It has been s,npl:.n:nale(’lMli)‘ir a part of the public, that
the Gentlemen, who opposed me on the 18th of March,
did not exhibit towards me the kindness and urbanity so

conspicuous in their conduct at all other times. I regret

that such an impression should have been made on a single
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individual; for knowing the circumstances which influence
their thoughts, and how deeply their minds are imbued
with the importance of those particular views which they
have been led to entertain on the subject of human nature,
I am well aware they could not conscientiously have acted
otherwise than as they did, belieying, as they then be-
lieved, that I was come with an intent to sef aside al
which they considered to appertain to the eternal welfare
of man. They mn¢qiveda£m they had an aﬂ-" nportant
duty to perform, and they did perform if, with as little,
nay with less hostility to their opponent, as they imagined
I was, than has ever been witnessed, under similar cir-
cumstances, upon any former occasion. So far, therefore,
from being displeased with the manner or the expressions
of any of E\:ﬁe Gentlemen, I was, I own, surprised and
gratified that they could so yell perform what appeared
to them to be a duty paramount £o eyery other consider-
ation, and yet so far command their ,geli_g and their
language, (to which it is not possible at such Meetings to
do justice in a report), as to express themselyes as the
tl

did, with kindpess and even affection for the in ;ﬁdqef
To lament and reprobate his supposed errors, was, with
their views, an imperative, although I am sure it was an
unﬂleasam duty; and if they had not thus come forward,
Is

ould esteem and respect them far less than I now do.

The time is coming, when these Gentlemen will dis-
cover that my real object is, not to injure a single indivi-
dual in mind, body or estate, but to improye all, to render

better, wiser and happier than they have yet been,
or than it is possible they ever can be, while the present
wretched circumstances are allowed fo continue. An
when they shall have received this conviction, I know
their zeal and ardour will be exerted much more to aid
all my views, than they have yet been .to oppose them, I
am intimately acquainted with the class of persons to
which these Gentlemen belong. I live in the wmidst of
them; and, among them, are many relatives and friends,
whom I highly value and esteem. {Vh-il,e I am compelled
-to believe ‘that their views of human nature are limited,
very incorrect, and highly demoralizing“and mischievous,
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in their practical effects on society, I am é-:lluallj- sure that
many, very many of them, possess kind hearts and the
best intentions.

I trust, therefore, that whatever unfavourable impres-
sions may have been produced-in any quarter, to the
, disadvan of these Gentlemen, they will be no longer
entertained. Until men can differ in opinion without any
personal feelings of hostility, itis evident that they must
remain ignorant of human nature; but while such error
continues, it is equally certain that they cannot love one
another as brethren of the same family.

It is also necessary for me to state, that since I'last
met you here, I have suffered from the influenza that has
been so prevalent in this quarter, the effects of whieh are
not yet so far removed as to allow me to do justice to the
duties of this day, and I shall hardly, 1 fear, enable all to
hear me, for my voice will not, without too much exerti-
on, extend to the extremities of the room; but in order
to allow as many to hear as possible, may I request that
all parties will endeavour to prevent any unnecessary noise
and movements ? ;

AL S L TR S LS )

Before proceeding to the practical developement of

a new system of social arrangements, it appeared to mre
to be indispensable, that I should explain to the publie,
those views of human nature, without a full understand-
ing of which, the plans I had to propose might be consi-
dered as impracticable and visionary, and as having no
solid basis in facts or experience. I was naturall&r desirous,
at the outset, to submit te your examination and scrutiny,
the data upon which those plans were founded; for, if
our first principles are erroneous, it is impossible that we
can arrive at correct or safe conclusions, or attain benefi-
vial results in practice.

The address which I delivered to thé Meeﬁﬁg a8~
sembled here on the 18th of March, had, therefore, two
main objects in view,—1st. to withdraw from the public
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mind that fundamental error respecting the formation of
" character, which has rendered utterly abortive all former
attempts to improve, in any considerable degree, the con-
dition of humanity,—and 2dly. to place distinctly before
you,, that principle, or great law of our nature, which is
established by all the facts that history records, or. the
evidence of our senses brings under our cognizance, and
which, alone, can unerringly guide us to those happy re-
sults we have so long sought for in vain.

{
Nothing eould be more foreign to my own feelings,
than to make any declaration which should inflict \‘ie
slightest pain on the feelings of any of my fellow-creatures ;
and if there be any among you to whom the truths, which
I deemed it an imperative duty to make known to you,
may seem to compromise vital interests, I would entreat
them to reflect that the supieme interest of mankind con-
sists in truth,—that, to no higher object than this, can
man aspire.  How fruitless were the efforts which man-
kind directed to the advancement of physical science,
when, neglecting the path of experimental investigation,
they travelled into the regions of wild imagination and
conjecture! - Has not society hitherto existed under a
similar illusion with regard to the most precious of all the
sciences—the science of human nature? And so long as
man shall be imagined to be a being different from that
which experience unequivocally proclaims him to be, 15 it,
rational to expect that grrangements, founded upon,such
a notion, can give a beneficial direction to the [}owgpslpn;l,
capacities with which nature has ecndowed him 2, -

_ Surely you will now admit,. that had Ipursﬁed";
different couyse—had I refrained from declaring to you
‘what human nature really is, your minds could nat have
been duly prepared to enter  with me into the consider:,
ation of the all important question,—What are those so-
cial arrangements which are the most congenial to the
nature of a being, constituted as we find man to be, jand.
which are consequently the best calculated _to render hi
intelligent, charitable, virtuous and bappy?. . . ;i

ISy . ey : d wropsib ot

Tt has been demonstrated, then, (for not a singlefiet,
'tulsfheén, or can be, adduced !aguinst. the fwroposiugbln,;'—?f
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¢ that the chdracter of man is formed, not by, but for him;
and that it is formed for him naturally, or at birth, by
the g"réal: creatmg Power of the universe, and artificially,
by thé circumstancés which are permitted to surround
Kim from birth to death, and to act upon or modify those
. Ficulties and propensities, physical and meéntal, which
form his individual natural cgdmter."

‘The knowledge of this truth, however, does not come
from ourselves.— For the the most important purposes it
hiad béeh foreed, at this particular period, into the human
mind by ages of experience—the source from whence all
truths proceed. It will enable and induce the adult man

to gﬁ:}ia’fe such a combination of improved c¢ircumstances
- with which to surround the ¢nfant man, that his future ar-
tificial character must become altogether different from
the past. And to so great an extent will be the change,
that the new man, in physical and mental powers, in dis-
positions, mamners, countenance, feclings, and conduct,
will sciircely bé recognized in life or in future history, as
beéinig the offspring of the o/d man.

To insure this changé from error and misery, to
trath and happiness, in th%esﬁdftbht possiblé tithe, I feel
confident, thit nothing thore is necessary than to convey
to thé pﬂ{'ﬂic mind a ﬁﬂl and distinct view of the new
éircumstances which are required to introduce it ; for they
involvé 1o sacrifice or inconvenierice to' Church or State,—
of to any individual, of whatever profession, rank or eon-
dition. And when I considér the great and acknowledged
evils existing in this country, where extreme wretchedness
dnd frightfal insubordination, call loudly for instant mea~
surés of amelioration, I cannot doubt your willingness to
ﬁ"’ all the dttentioii to the subject which its importance
mands; ;i i | 3o
O I oy ‘ i .

“* In purkuifig our interesting inquiry, not a single step’
li'lﬂgld e‘ﬂaﬁd&gwit out heﬂﬁﬁg'_iﬂgﬂﬂ’i{difﬁé iréu"‘lg nature
of than, and the influence which eircuinstanées have' over
him; for these afé! the only lights given to us, by which
to discover how the desired objects of life can be attained
and secured. But, to make ﬁiﬁii‘,ﬁﬁﬁpg; #ﬁich—'étig?t to
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be the sole object of human proceedings, he must be
placed under circumstances that are in unison with his
nature, and are therefore calculated to produce the result
at which we atm; or disappointment will continue to be
experienced in every succeeding age.

That man has not been made happy, hitherto, is but
too evident from his past history and his present state;
and the misery in which he has existed, is a most decisive
proof that his nature, and the means of properly direct-
ing it, have been misunderstood. In order to explain this
subject in a practical manner to the public, who at present
seem altogether unacquainted with the details and general
combination of a natural system of social arrangements, I
propose to show, in the first place, what is necessary for
the happinesu of human life, and, secondly, how that
which is necessary, may be obtained and permanently se-

- It is necessary, then, for human happiness, that the
individual should possess health, strength and activity,
with a constitution as little as possiblé influenced by cli-
mate and seasons; that lie should have abundanceé and a
variety of wholesonie food, a full supply of clothing of the
best form and material, and a convenient and comfortable
dwelling, with pleasant external appendages.

That he should have at all times, the means of healthy,
useful; pleasant, and diversified occupation, without being
forced to attend to any employment when it becomes a
task, or in any way disagreeable or unsatisfactory; that
he should possess good dispositiogs, habits and manners,
and have a mind well stored with knowledge, all of which
_shall be in accordance with existing facts, or, in other
words, all the ideas within the mind shall be in unison
one with another, and prove their truth by their uniform
consistency. = 3

- That he should énjoy the untold and hitherto unex-
ienced sdtisfitction of always speaking the truth, or of
2 sincere, without the fear or possibility of giving of-
fence to any one. That it should be in his power at all
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times to associate with those, whose minds and feelings
are the most congenial to his own,

That he should be placed under circumstances in
which the requisite arrangements are at kand to give to
all his children from earibiest infancy, the best education,
physical, moral and intellectual ;—and in which he may
enjoy as much of their society as a due regard to this im-
perative duty can -admit.

That to obtain equal support and comfort, yeun

persons of either sex should not, as at present, be reduc

to the necessity of emigrating to different distant parts of
the world, and be obliged, contrary to their inclinations,
to leave their parents and early friends, for many years,
or for life; but that every individual should know, that
by his regular and delightful daily occupations he would be
at all times fully supplied with whatever could contribute to
his real well-being and happiness, and that through his
own improved situation, he would acquire the means to
place his children throughout their lives, in circumstances
even more favorable than his own, for the attainment of
knowledge, and the enjoyment of happiness, without the
slightest commercial or any other kind of rivalry or con-
test with their associates and fellow creatures.

. It is also necessary for human happiness,—that indi-
viduals should be enabled at all times, as their inclinati-
ons may lead them, to enjoy a comfortable retirement, or

the best society.

That they should possess the means and epportunity
of travelling with the lea3t possible inconvenience. |

That they should net entertain even a remote fear of
being in want of any of those things, which are requisite
for their well-being. | ,

That they should know that the most effective mea-
sures will be immediately adopted to give to all their
fellow-creatures, the same advantages which they possess
themselves, and that, at no distant period, ignorance,

poverty, and misery will be banished from the éarth.
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That they should feel an assurance that the time is
near at hand, when not a human being will suffer punish-
ment,—when no one will imagine, that to make men
wise, and happy, it is necessary to force them to_believe,
that an Almighty and good Being had formed his plans,
from the beginning of time, to punish beinEs, whom he
himself created, knowing, before he brought them into
existence, all they would or could do.

Lastly, it is necessary to human happiness, that indi-
viduals should enjoy perfect liberty of conscience, and un-
limited freedom in the expression of opinions, and in the
exercise of religious worship.

All the objects which have been enumerated are
necessary to be secured to man, before he can beina
state of existence to enjoy happiness. DBut they cannot
be attained through any arrangements arising from the
notion that man forms his own character ; for this view of
human nature excites feelings at once opposed to charity
and good will, and gives a wrong direction to our whole
proceedings. By diverting the attention of society from
the circumstances in which the individual is placed, and
which really determine whether his character shall be
wel or ill formed, it leads us—not to adopt measures of
effectual prevention—but rather to permit the crime and
afterwartﬂr punish the victim, who had been urged to the
commission of it, by circumstances over which he could
have no controul, but which society might have removed
from around him. It leads us to approach our fellow-
creatures with a disposition to regard their characters,
opinions, and conduct,—not as resulting from the causes
which do really and necessarily make them what they are,
but as attributable to themselves individually, as if they
were beings independent of motives—as il they could act
without a cause for acting—as if, in fact, they not only
created themselves at birth, but had individually a power
to pre-arrange all the circumstances which should afier-
wards surround them. It fills the mind, therefore, with
-all those notions which create feelings of displeasure,

anger, and hatred, between man and man. It is, in con-
sequence, the source of all the divisions, the party
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animosities, and the separate and contending interests,
which aflict our species. It opposes, at every step, ail
attempts at conciliation and improvement.—The nieans,
which it prompts men to employ to attain the objects
which they seek, tend but to estrange them the more
from each other, inasmuch as, while under its influence,
they address their fellow-creatures, not in the accents and
in the genuine spirit of charity and kindness,—but in the
language of indignant censure, of idle abuse and ridicule,
of haughty intolerance and unmerciful condemnation.
Means-such as these may exasperate, but they never can
conciliate.—They may keep society in a ferment of
passion and prejudice, and effectually prevent it from
seeing in what its true interests consist, and how they may
be substantially promoted. The;' may aggravate the
violence of that spirit which repels man from man, and
which defeats every measure that is proposed for his im-
provement; but they never can produce that, which, in
all countries, it is so eminently the interest of each indi-
vidual, of every class, sect, and party, to desire to see
immediatgly effected—a general nng cordial union in
practical measures, for the reliefand extirpation of human
wretchedness. .

=

I think yor will acknowledge, that in directing your
attention to a different view of human nature from that
of which we-have been tracing the effects, I have been
advocating an important practical principle, and not
trespassing upon your time by a disquisition on any mere
abstract, speculative, or metaphysical topiec. And [trust
you will also soon- discover that this principle must ne-
cessarily lead to other arrangements for the formation of
character, and the conduct and happiness of man : that
those arrangements must be essentially different from any
which exist at present in society, or which have ever yet
existed in any part of the world : that, to obtain the results
which I have endeavoured to describe, as being necessary
to human happiness, each part of the plan must be spe-
cially devised with reference to each class of the objects which
we have in view,—and that to render each part effective,
the whole mustbe combined in one general system, moving
in continual harmony, for the entire economy of human
life and happiness, : )
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Before we proceed further, you may naturally in-
quire whether Society possesses all the materials requisite
to complete urrnngements, intended to produce such sin-
gular and extraordinary results.

The materials required are land, capital, labor, skill,
industry, mechanism, a knowledge of chemistry, and of
the other sciences and arts.

No one will suppose that, for many centuries, there
can be any want of land to grow whatever can contribute
to the enjoyment of man : or that as long as the individu-
al can create much more than he wishes to consume, there
can be any real want of capital : or, that while so many
millions of human beings are so uselessly occupied as most
of the labouring classes now are, or partially or entirely
unemployed as so many are, there can be any want of
labour :—or that, considering the advanced state of the
Arts and Sciences, and when all shall have the benefit of
a scientific and useful practical education, there is any
likelihood of a want of skill and knowledge in mechanism,
chemistry, or any of the Sciences or Arts: or that, when
all shall be trained to enjoy active pursuits, and to derive

the full benefit of their own labours, aided by others, .

there can be any lack of industry.

But the new power, which has been latterly obtained
from mechanism and science, which is hourly increasing,
and which may be extended without limit, may be so
applied as to render any severe or disagreeable manual
labour altogether unnecessary; for a proportion of
physical exertion on the part of the working classes, not
greater than is requisite to give them good health and
spirits, will be more than sufficient, combined with
scientific power properly directed, for all the purposes of
Society.

Fortunately, then, Society superabounds in all the
materials which can be desired to give advantages to
every human being, such as no one has yet enjoyed.
Nothing more is now wanting than a knowledge of the
‘means, by which those materials can be combined and

=t
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applied for the interest of all. And I am now to show
how land, capital, skill, and industry are capable of re-
ceiving this beneficial direction.

Land, as every one knows, may be at all times
rented, or purchased, at the market price of the day;
and all landed proprietors must be desirous of having
their estates cultivated in a superior manner, their rents
well paid, and their tenantry industrious, intelligent,
temperate, and well conducted in all respects. There can
therefore be no difficulty in procuring land for the pur-
poses required. With respect to capital, it is created
solely by the industry of the working classes properly
directed ; and whenever their industry shall shall be ap-
plied in the best manner for themselves and for society, it
will be found that new capital can be produced now, far
more rapidly than at any former period, or than it can
be required. Never was there a greater mistake than
that :Lich exists in the minds of many, on the subject of
capital. There is at present so great a surplus of it in
Great Britain, that were it not for the rumours of war,
or of some real or fancied calamity, the monied interest
would not know how to employ it so as to obtain a revenue
from it; and it is well known that since the termination
of the war, British and Irish skill and industry have been
seeking occupation in every part of the world, while
each of the individuals possessing them ought to have
been considered as a mine of we:ﬁth, from which could
be annually obtained such a surplus beyond his own con-
sumption, as would suffice for five or six others. That
surplus would have been real capital gained to this

country.

Taking these general principles for my data, I have,
by much study and anxious thought on the subject, formed
a combination of all the circumstances necessary to give
in the first place to the working classes, and those who
are now poor and unempleyed, the advantages which
have been mentioned.

These arrangements have been devised with a view
both to the present, and to a future hLighly improved
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state of society ; and they may be considered as belongin
to an intermediate stage of existence, in which, althougﬁ
a part of the old errors and prejudices of this portion of
the globe are still retained, the influence of the new cir-
cumstances that are combined with them, will be suf-
ficiently powerful to counteract many of the evils in
practice, which the former would otherwise continue to
produce.

To that class of the population, to which it is pro-
posed immediately to extend the benefits of the new system,
inferior accommodations are, in the first instance, allotted,
because they have been accustomed to others very much
worse in all respects, and because it is necessary, until
society shall become conscious of its unlimited powers for
the creation of wealth, to have regard to economy. It
will consequently be understood, that these arrangements
arc not such as it would be necessary or advantageous to
adopt, whien society shall have been emancipated from
existing prejudices and errors, and when the individuals,
who are to occupy them, shall have acquired the superior
disposition,s, habits, manners, knowledge, and the wealth,
which, in a few years, these preliminary arrangements are
calculated to create in any population that may be placed
within them.

In forming this new combination, my first object was
to ascertain, with a view to give to each individual the
largest amount of advantages—what number of persons
or what extent of population, should be united in one in-
terest or community, or domestic or family association, as
we may also term it, and thus constitute the nucleus of
society. It was not, until after a very laborious investi-
gation that I could satisfy myself respecting this point,
the consideration-of which demanded a greater stretch of
thought and expansion of mind, than any other braxch of
that subject to which T was led to devote myself, as soon
as it was made evident to me that the character of each
individoal was formed jor him—a principle which I wish
to impress upon your minds in the strongest manner in
my power, as the corner-stone of the whole system. Bat,
neither with regard to the problem in question, nor any
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other parts of the system which I advocate, did I rest sa-
tisfied with the results of my own experience and researches
only. I availed myself of the ample opportunities that
were afforded me, of discussing the several points with the
most intelligent individuals of every rank and profession,
and of collecting, by this means, all the arguments which
the Jeading minds in society had to urge, in the way of
approval or objection. I, therefore, now feel prepared to
speak with some precision, as to the number of persons
which it is desirable should be united in one of these com-
munities, and I should say that mankind will obtain far
more advantages under an association of from 800 to 1200
individuals, than when there are more or fewer ; but that
any number from 500 to 2000 may unite and obtain much

greater benefits, than any individual has yet enjoyed
under the existing arrangements.

It is proposed, then, by the new arrangements, that
individual families, under this limitation as to numbers,
should be enabled to unite, in one common interest, and
mutually co-operate for the attainment of those objects,
which it is utterly impossible they can possess, in their
present individualized state, and under the separate and
opposing interests, and the other unfavourable circum-
stances inseparable from such a system. A change that
would strengthen the bond of union between us and our
fellow-creatures—that would place us under circumstances
in which we should, from the %ear¢, and not from the zip
merely, acknowledge our neighbours, and associate as
brethren of the same family—surely must be deemed a
desirable alteration in the condition of mankind, and cer-
tainli cannot be opposed to the dictates of that Gospel,
which teaches peace and good will, and above all, has this
commandment, ¢ Love thy neighbour as thyself.” Parents
cannot render their children a more substantial and per-
manent service, than by placing them in a situation, where
they would be trained from their earliest years to regard
- each of their fellows as a friend, to love him and to seek
to do him good—where no motives to envy, jealousy, and
contention, would be instilled into their young minds—
and, when they shall grow up to manhood, no clashing
of interests could occur, to estrange them from each other,
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and to sever the friendships and attachments formed in
their childhood and youth. Would not it be the highest
proof of affection which parents could shew for their off-
spring, to train and educate them upon these principles ?—
and can it be conceived that children would love their
parents the less, who had bestowed upon them such a
blessing ? If it be desirable, and if it be our duty, to cul-
tivate kind dispositions in children, then must we adopt
measures to withdraw from around them, all those cir-
cumstances which at present conspire to pervert their
natural feelings, and which necessarily train them to be-
come the irrational beings of passion and prejudice, of
which society has been hitherto composed.

I do feel a conviction, amounting to certainty, that
the miseries arising from division, and the counteraction
of individual and opposing interests, on the one hand, and
the advantages to be derived from union and mutual
co-operation on the other, will soon be presented to the
human mind in a contrast so palpable and striking, that
the change which I contemplate will be irresistible, be-
cause none can have any interest or desire to resist it.—
Man is, by nature, a social being.— Society necessarily
implies union to a certain extent; and whatever may be
the amount of the advantages we actually possess—small
as they undoubtedly are, when compared with what they
might be—yet to obtain even these, union of some kind
was indispensable. .I am quite sure, however, that at
Ereaent we do not possess more than one part out of a

andred of the benefits, which the principle of union,
when it shall pervade the whole economy of human life,
is calculated to produce. I ask then, since it.is now in
our power to obtain the whole sum of these benefits, why
should we limit ourselves to the possession of this pitiful
fraction? s |

It is true, the old customs and prejudice of the world,
‘the accumulation of six thousand years, have not only
reconciled us to the innumerable disadvantages of indivi-
‘dual family associations, but have created in us ha-
bits and feelings in favor of this arrangement, which are
supposed to be natural and unconquerable. I am, how-
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ever, now thoroughly satisfied, that they are neither agree-
able to nature, nor too inveterate to yield to the influence
of a better system; for it does not require a long or a
difficult process of demonstration, to prove that such in-
dividual and isolated arrangements, are productive of far
more evil than benefit to society, and that even those very
results which are now imagined to be the peculiar advan-
tages arising out of this state of society, will be i;reutly
exceeded in the new villages of associated families, in
which the permanent happiness of each will be increased
in a greater ratio than the difference between the number
in a family of five, and of fifteen hundred. That the pre-
sent notions and habits of society, should produce a de-
claration of hostility to the proposed change, on its first
announcement, is neither an extraordinary circumstance,
nor is it one which goes at all to prove that the chm
would not be eminently beneficial to mankind. It is, in-
deed, nothing more than the result of the common and
natural feeling which prompts human nature to resist, at
first, anr alteration of long established practices.—But it
is equally a law of nature, that when we have acquired a .
correct knowledge of that which has been proposed to us,
—when we distinctly comprehend its real merits, and per-
ceive its beneficial tendencies—we relinquish our preju-
dices, and adopt the improvement. I may refer to the
introduction of innoculation and vaccination, and, indeed,
to all the improvements which have been, at any time,
introduced and established in society.

Each family has now its own peculiar ideas, habits
and feelings, and these differ more or less from the ideas,
habits and feelings, which are received and acquired by
other families; and in so far as this difference exists, it
creates a little circle in opposition to all the other circles
with which it.comes into communication. And among
individuals belonging to the same family, hew often does
it happen tbat, as they grow up and discover that as their
portions of this world’s goods are all to come from the
same limited stock, and that if one receive more, the others
must obtain less, feelings of jealousy and rivalry are excited,
while the division continues uncertain, and, when that
point is decided by the death of the head of the family, a
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perpetual coolness, or an entire estrangement is the result.
Such feelings und such differences are the natural effects
of such injudicious, and, I would say, immoral circum-
stances. Neither does any one family, however numerous,
contain within itself the variety of talent and disposition
requisite to bring forth the various capacities, and the
good and amiable qualities of the individuals who compose
it,—or to afford the diversity of amusement and instruction
which may be so easily obtained when greater numbers
are associated together, without any jarring interests in-
terveriing to excite contests and opposition. The circum-
stances, in which all single families must exist, are, in truth,
incompatible with the arrangements that are necessary to
train children in the best habits and dispositions, and to
convey to them, in the shortest time, the greatest amount
of useful knowledge. Public seminaries, well arranged
and conducted, are much better adapted for the training
of children, particularly of boys, than the system of pri-
vate tuition, as it is termed; but the scope of all such in-
stitutions is limited, and the means employed are more or
less defective and injudicious. To form the character of the
human being, male and female, as it ought to be formed,
requires arrangements far different from any which have
yet been combined for this purpose. And a long expe-
rience leads me to conclude that education, in its enlar
and proper sense, may now be easily applied to make
devils or angels of all mankind, yet that no two devils
or angels can be made alile, under any system that human
beings, with their present knowledge, are competent to
devise,

_ Under the single family system, neither capital, time
nor talent, can be so advantageously employed as under

" a well organized economy, which unites many families as

one. #£100 a-year by this mode of co-operation, will give
more than #£1000 a-year can yield under our present
practice, which makes a single individual family the basis
or nucleus of the arrangements of society. Much valn-
able time is now wasted in petty disagreeable domestic
matters, which injure the dispositions, physical powers
and mental capacities of all wﬁo are occupied in them.
ﬂlnder the co-operative System, on theother hand, every
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one who shall be properly instructed in the application of
mechanical and chemical power, will, with ease and plea-
sure, perform as much as twenty menial miserable ser-
vants can do at present, and execute what they have to
perform in a much superior manner. Nor will it be the
least important effect resulting from such a change in do-
mestic economy, that our children will be no longer sur-
rounded by ignorance and inferior habits.

In short, when you come to discover the enormous
sacrifices to which your prejudices in favour of the present
arrangementssubject you—the endless perplexity, trouble,
disappointment and misery, which they huurl{r occasion—
and then turn to another view of human life, and to
another system of social arrangements, of which the sim-
plicity and their accordance with nature, prove them to be
alone calculated to produce the happiness which we all de-
sire and seek, you will contemplate with the same
feelings which I experience, the total want of foresight
and of organization—the entire neglect, or lavish
misapplication of the most valuable resources—the
gross incongruity between the means employed, and the
objects to be attained, which characterizes the past and
present proceedings of mankind. Looking .upon the
scene around you, you will observe men in all the depart-
ments of life, eagerly grasping at the shadow, and ne-
\ flecting the substance: you will see society actively and

aboriously engaged, not in measures for the prevention
of evil, but in the fruitless task of exercising its ingenuity
in attempts to drain the great reservoir of misery, while
it permits the source to remain open, from which a copi-
ous stream is continually flowing into it. 'We have soci-
eties for the suppression of vice—societies for the improve-
ment of prison discipline—societies for the reformation of
juvenile delinquents—bible societies, and tract societies—
societieés for the suppression of mendicity—societies for
ﬁivin shelter to the houseless poor—benefit clubs and
riendly societies of all descriptions,~—and in addition to
these, and to the liberal dispensations of private chnriti‘,
England has her enormous poor rates. €Ve have work-
houses—foundling hospitals—asylums for the orphan and
for the widow—alms-houscs for the aged—hospitals for

-

-
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the sick—female penitentiaries, and penitentaries for both
male and female, on a more imposing scale—we have pri-
sons and hulks, and foreign plantations to which to trans-
port, at a magnificent cost, our annual surplus of vice
and crime,—and lastly we have a machine recently intro-
duced for the reformation of our fellow-creatures, which,
in the present advanced age of society, it is melancholy to
observe, seems to be regarded as an important improve-
ment in our system, and that machine for the further
degradation, 1 would say, of our fellow-creatures, is the
tread-mill !

F‘J-‘

o

This enumeration, thongh a very imperfect one, of
the multiform and unsystematic, and in many instances,
highly demoralizing, and in all, very inefficacious expe-
dients, which are employed for the reformation of the
vicious, and the relief of the poor and wretched, while it
presents a melancholy picture of the state of society,
_attests at the same time, the existence of much benevo-
lence and philanthropy amongst us,—of much zeal in
seeking to do good, joined to a willing and lavish expen-
diture of means, by which, if properly applied, all the
objects we have in view, might with ease and certainty be
attained, and permanently secured. I feel assured, there-
fore, that when the measures which I have to propose,
shall be fully understood by the public, neither the dis-
position to support them, nor the means of carrying them
into effect, will be found wanting.

The System, to the practical exposition of which I
am now to call your attention, is founded entirely on the
principle of prevention. In other words, its mode of ope-
ration being to withdraw the causes which create evil in
society, it is essentially different from the practice of a
System, which, as it permit$ those demoralizing causes to
exist, in vain endeavours, by the most ingenious and com-
plicated and costly devices, to counteract their mecessary

ts.

The i"i.ginting before you is intended to exhibit, so
far as such a representation can do, a new arrangement of
circumstances for the working classes, which will gradu-

K
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ally prepare every individual who may be placed within
them, to receive all the advantages, which in a former
part of this Address, have been enumerated, as being ne-
cessary to give happiness to human nature.

The external and internal arrangement of the dwel-
ling-houses—the public buildings,—the space within the
square and the gardens around it,—the domestic economy
and arrangements, including the schools, dormitories, &e.
the extent of land,—the agricultural department and that
of domestic manufactures—have all—been so adapted and
combined as to secure to every one who shall be trained
under these circumstances, whatever is really necessary to
his well-being, to his rapid improvement, mental, moral
and physical, and to his permanent happiness. And this
combination is not a hasty measure, but the result of
nearly thirty-five years of successful experience, upon a
more extended scale in many respects, than has perhaps
fallen to the lot of any other individual—of one, who
knew at the time he was about to undertake the task, that
no other human being had the same views which he had
been led to entertain, and who had' therefore to prepare
himself to meet all the errors and prejudices of the pre-
vious ages of human life, You must not, therefore, ex- -

t that you can come to this subject without much
study and reflection on the first principles of human na-
ture, or without very extensive experience in combining
and arranging practical measures, on a large scale, for the
general well-being and happiness of the species. And it
would be well if those, who db not yet possess the qualifi-
eations for passing a rational judgment upon the plan pro-
posed, would allow themselves the benefit of calm and
attentive consideration, before they pronounce an opinion
as to what is, or wliat is not, practicable. Before they
knew that men could be carried many miles through the
air, and descend unhurt, or that the vapour from water
could be applied to move the heaviest machinery with
regularity, or to propel vessels, at the rate of ten miles an
hour, through the sea, they might have boldly asserted,
and with quite as much reason as they may pronounce a
similar opinion on the subject before us, that these things
were impracticable ; because they never had been done—
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that they were contrary to nature, and were therefore
altogether visionary ideas. Listen patiently to what 1
am about to state, and I trust you will discover cause
to retract all such notions and expressions, and that you
will be convinced that there is a reasonable prospect of mea-

- sures being devised and generally adopted, well calcula-

ted to prevent the many evils of which society has so long
complained, and that all of yon will be essentially bene-
fited by the immediate introdnction of those measures into
general practice.

By observing the painting, you will notice that its
principal feature is a square, or parallelogram, which is
the general form of the village in which the associated
fnnﬁfieeu arc to reside, and which includes all their
domestic arrangements. Some have attempted to make

‘it a matter of amusement to the public, that, by the * New

‘System,” the world must necessarily be divided into
squares or parallelograms. Now, if these persons can
devisc a Dbetter form for all the purposes of the economy
of human life, and will now, or hereafter, explain it to
the public, I, for one, shall consider myself extremely
obliged by their suggestion. I am inclined, however,
to imagine, that, when these gentlemen turn their attention
to what is practical, one ofgl'jleir first discoveries will be,
that in this instance their ridicule has been singularly
mi ied. The practice of the world for ages past has
been to prefer a square to a street, lane, court, or alley;
and at this day, in London, Dublin, Edinburgh, and
other large cities and towns, the squares, whether regular

or ir r in their sides, are generally I believe con-

~ sidered the most agreeable residences. But the paralle-

n before you presents advantages and attractions,
whi evident.l}: cannot belong to any of these. The
atmospheres of the latter are more or less deteriorated in
conmﬂt:oe of the crowded population in their immediate
neighbourhood ; nor can it add to the security, the
comfort, or the desirableness of such situations, that so
many of our fellow-creatures are near, who exist in

verty and wretchedness, and in whom the circumstances,
in which they are placed, necessarily beget a desire to
possess themselves of the surplus wealth of their more
affluent neighbours. On the contrary, the'squares forming

r

-
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the Frop'naed villages, while they will be co-extensive with
the largest in London, and well 1aid out in the interior,

will have, immediately around them, pleasure gardens,

dnd beyond thése, a demense belonging to éach village,

of from 500 to 2000 dcrés, under a garden cultivation,—

every advantage being taken of inequality of surface, and

of wood and water, to render the whole together a scene

as varied and beautiful as it can be made, consistently

with use and proper economy. Reminding you that this

arrangement has been devised for the working classes

only, I beg leave to ask. in what part of the world can

they now be placed, in which they will be surrounded by

objects more congenial to the nature of man, or in which,

at the same expense, they can command, at all times, such”
. varied enjoyments, to conduce to health and permanent

happiness? I trust, then, we shall hear no more little

witticisms on the word parallelogram—at least until the

persons who have indulged in them, shall be prepared to

explain to us a more convenient and agrecable disposition

of arrangements for social life.

The form adopted for the hew villages, admitting
of the easy application of so many of the late valuable
scientific improvements, to the domestic economy of the
inhabitants, they will possess advantages in their annual
expenditurc, so important as to enable them to enjoy this
superior mode of life at a less annual charge than is re-
quired from those who occupy the lowest.description of
streets, lanes, courts, and alleys, in any ofthe large towns
in the three kingdoms. These advantages will arise from
the manner in which the necessaries and comforts of life
will be produced and used—I{rom the manner in which
the children of these associations will be trained and
educated from infancy, and instructed in all knowledge
that can be of real utility to them and to society—and
from the means which are provided to give at all times
the most valuable employment to persons of all ages—
thus placing them in the most favorable circuinstances
for creating, using and enju{'ing‘ property—or, in other
words, supposing the rental of the village to be £350600,
and that 1}: will accommodate 300 families of four persons
each, or 1,200 men, women and children, they will obtain
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more advantages for ten pounds per family, per annum,
under the new arrangements, than those who live in the
present streets, lanes, courts, and alleys, can procure for
twenty pounds ger family annually. The différence is
#8000 a year, being, the whole amount of the rental of
the New Establishment; but in this estimate, I purposly
under-rate the annual advantages of the parallelogram.

The private apartments to be allotted to each work-
ing family will consist of a bed and sitting-room, each
about 12 feet by 15—the one looking towards the gardens
and cultivated grounds, the other fronting the square.
By an inspection of the plans or drawings which are now
exhibited in the room, it would be seen that means are
provided for heating, cooling, and ventilating these apart-
ments in a superior manner, highly conducive to health,
and from which there will also result a great econdmy of
fuel and time. ©One person may, with ease, attend to all
the fires for an establishment of 1,200 persons, in conse-
querice of the advantages and facilities afforded under the
proposéd arrangements. To heat in winter, to cool in
summer, and to ventilate in both, all that will be necessasy
for each family to do, will be to draw or shut two or three
slides, which may be accomplished in less than two
minutes; and in sammer, five or six fires will amply
serve all the purposes of cooking, washing, and dryin
for the whole establishment—all of which will beperform
according to scientific methods recently introduced into
successful practice.

The lowest of the thiree stories of the centre building
on which the highest spire is seen, is appropriated to the
general kitchen and its appendages, which will comprise
all that is most useful in the best arrangements society is
yet acquainted with, for culinary purposes. In the two

pper storics, each of which is divided into three large,
well-lighted and airy apartments, are the mess-rooms,—
Members of the same famil ¥, or near relations and parti-
cular friends, may take their meals at a table appropriated
to their party, mud suitable to the number of which it
niay copsist. Should any prefer to take their meals in their
private apartments, they will of course do so, but it is very
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unlikely that such a choice will be made by any of the
rising generation, who will be trained from infancy in the
new heﬁ:its. They will consider themselves truly as mems«
bers of one family, and will enjoy the society of friends at
meals, more than we now do, fZasting, in private parties,
at the expense of much trouble, time and money.

By this arrangement all will have a choice of a variety
of the best and most wholesome dishes, well cooked, at
an expense much below what a very ordinary meal now
costs a private family,—and in their dwelling-houses, all
the dust, dirt and inconvenience of cooking apparatns,
will be avoided. ;

Washing will be performed by machinery, and the.
drying of clothes will be effected in a very simple and
cconomical manner—by which means the expense and
trouble of this department, for the whole villa?:, will not
much exceed what is often required for a single large fa-
mily. Consequently, it will be very easy (and ﬁ’niu is a very
desirable object) to provide at all times a full supply of
clean clothes for each individual,

The clothing for the establishment will, generally, be
manufactured by its own members. With regard to ,
the rising generation may be brought up from infancy in
the habit o% wearing g costume of the best form and ma-
terial that can be devised, for health, use and appearance,—
and experience, which in this, as well as in every practi-
cal measure, ought to be our chief guide, will soon demon-
strate the advantage and economy to be derived from this

rt of the arrangement. The attention, which is now

towed upon dress, will, then, rather be directed to the
daily improvement of the mind and body,—and when these
§ I{have Justice done to them, the human being, male
and female, will appear infinitely superior, in their simple
costumes, to the most gorgeously attired at present.—
Were we to calculate the waste ot capital, materials and
labour—the loss of health, the deterioration of intellect,
and the immorality, which the manufacture and use of
perEetunlly changing fancy dresses, occasion—the amount
of the sacrifices, which socicty thus incurs, would appear
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incredible to the public mind, beeause-the subject has ne-
ver yet been brought under its consideration.

But the peculiarfeature, which distinguishes the New
Systern, is its capability to afford the best means of train-
ing and educating the young. And I think that many of
you cannot have followed me, even thus far in its deve-
lopement, without perceiving that we have already pre-

ed the ground upon which that important work may

auspiciously undertaken—that some of the great lcad-
ing circumstances have been already traced, with which it
is necessary to surround the rising generation, before we
can hope to succeed in giving a uniformly beneficial direc-
tion to these infant powers and capacities, or to that na-
taral character, however varied, which constitutes what is
called human nature, at birth. Being aware of the pre-
judices and misconceptions which have sa genervally pre-
vailed on this subject of human nature, 1 have endeavoured
toplace the views, whiek I have been led to entertain respect-
ing it, in as great a diversity of lights as possible, in order te
render them the more easily intelligible to different minds.
If, notwithstanding, there should be any who, because
they have been unable to perceive their practical applica-
tion, still regard these views as not being necessarily
connected with the object of the present meeting, I
have a confident hope that they too will not fail to retract
such an opinion, when the proposed arrangements shall
have been fully explained -to them, and been allowed to
receive a calm consideration.

Eduecation, in the sense in which I undesstand it,
constitutes the most essential part of the system before
yvow. The science of education, howevyer, is by no means
“yet understood by the public,—and to me, indeed, it seems
to be every where yet in its infancy. It is a common ex-

ion, when the subject is mentioned, to say, ¢ yes—
education may do-much, but it cannot do every thing.”
That it cannot do every thing I readily admit; but I am
prepared to maintaing tﬁnt it car do far more than it has
yet done. Fortunately, it cannot make human beings all
alike, or even any two of them: yet, excepting cases of
natural defects, such as idiotism, nsanity or madness, i
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" can make all good, wise and happy—and that is sufficient
for all practical purposes.

To do full justice to human nature, provision for the
education of the infant must be made before he comes into
the world. The mother and the nurse must be previously
instructed inaknowledge of the influence, which surround-
ing circumstances have upon his health and disposition
from the hour of birth, and more particularly with regard
to the effect of their own looks, language and conduet,
when they may be in presence of the child. There are
not yet, any where, as it appears to me, proper circum-
stances formed to create the character, that is wished for
by the best and most intelligent part of society. - It is not,
however, that this character cannot be universally pro-
duced, but because, hitherto, the influence of circumstan-
ces has been imperfectly understood, and, as a science,
been altogether unknown,—and consequently mankind
have applied the power either at random, or under the
limited views and precjudices of party, class, sect, and
country. Society may now take much higher ground.
It may with ease arrange the whole combination of cir-

cumstances required to effect the desired result, and thus

do far more justice to each human being than any, even
the most favoured individual, has yet experienced. |

But certain prejudices and errors, which at present
stand in the way of this improvement, must first be over-
come. Parents must not seek to give their children more
indulgences than are given to those who surround them.
The same general treatment should be applied to all—one
iota of partiality should never be perceived by any child—
individual reward should never once be hinted to him,
On the other hand, he should never discover from look,
speech, or conduct, the least indication of any desire to
injure or to think ill of him, or to be in any manpner un-
kind to him ; but he should be satisfied that those, under
whose care he is, feel a sincere wish to afford him every
benefit which he can enjoy in union sith his fellows.

The arrangements before you have been devised with

reference to these views. Parents, properly instructed,
o '
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will have the immediate charge and care of their infant
children ; but for the benefit of beth, it will be mﬂﬁ
that, al a certain age, all the children of each village shou
be placed under the same general circumstances and train-
ing, that they may be formed really to become children
of vue family, and truly, and indeed, to love one another
as brethren. It is of nouse to give the precept without
putting them in a situation, in which they ean fulfil it.—
T'he d%ildren, therefore, from an early age, will associate
ther in all their pursunits and oeccupations.—Duri
the day they will attend the schools provided for the di
ferent ages, enjoy equal means of instruction and recre-
ation, and assemble together at meals. At night they will
lodge in dormitories, suited to their vespective periods of .
life, in which cleanliness and lealth will be particularly
attended to, and in which each can be equally well ac-
commodated in respect. This latter object could
notbe so well attained, ifshey should sleepin the apartments
appropriated to the parents and infant children, more es-
ially in the case of a mumerous family, who would thus
ﬁauh]eosed to serious and unnecessary inconvenience.

. Bat all this- may be done without separating children
from their parents, as much as they are necessarily sepa-
rated at present. On this part of our subject, a most erro-
neous impression seems to be entertained by some indivi-
dugls.  The parents may themselves, whenever they wish
it, put their own children to bed—may see them, whenever
they shall find it convenient, while in school—may have
them with them in the pleasure grounds between or after
- school hours-——at meals also, as well as in the ﬂening;'-
The intercourse, in short, will be infinitely more beueficial,
more affectionate and delightful on both sides; than it
can possibly be under any of the existing arrangements,
not only among the working classes, but among any class,
however high in rank. Iudeed the manner, in which
‘ehildren, in the highest ranks, in all countries, arc at pre-
sent obliged to be educated, is'such as in almest all cases
~ to render their birthright a curse and not a bmtg,—
~ 'With the best intentions, almost every thing that is done

to children of high birth, from the hour they are born,
tends to deteriorate the human being—to render him

L
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dependent, full of passions, ignorant of himself and of his
fellow-creatures, unhappy in his own person, and a pow-
erful instrument for extending miscry to others. There
are, no doubt, exceptions to this observation ; but so strong
is the impression on my mind, of the real injury that is
‘done to a human being and his offspring by such supposed
elevation, that ] am always inclined to regret, when any
whom I know and respect are thus advanced into an arti-
ficial state of society, which is almost sure to produce
much more real misery than happiness to them and their
children.

For the correctness of these impressions, I appeal to
the reflecting part of those, who now fill these situations.
They can tell you how little they possess beyond their fel-
lows, that adds to their real happiness. The time will, I
trust, soon come, when #key will greatly prefer to have
their children trained without local prejudices, and edu-
cated to become rational and superior human beings. At
present, they generally send them from home to receive a
second education, after they have been already more than
half spoiled by the first; but this second or public educa-
tion is equally as injurious as the first—sometimes even
more so.

- The middle ranks, suffer equally by the circumstances,
in which they are placed. The parents are often engaged
from early to late in their profession or business, which, to .
enable them to support their family in the station which they
wish to maintain in society, usually oceupies the greater
part of their time, and their almost undivided attention.
The children are, thercfore, consigned to tutors and
governesses, or to public schools. All know how very
little, and what useless experience the first ean possess to-
wards qualifying them to do justice to the training of
human nature ; and it is equally evident, how very imper-
fect the whole arrangements of the best public schoals in
Europe are for the proper training and educating of a
human being, who is intended to acquire a cofrect know=
ledge of h.ll'?tﬁelf and of his species, in order that he may
contribute to the excellence and happiness of both, and
attain some rational ideas of the almighty Power that
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creates, controls, and directs the universe. Can the pre-
vailing modes of education form such a character in our
children? Do they tend to implant in them real charity,
a sincere love for their fellow-creatures, and an ardent
desire to promote their welfare—more particularly the
welfare of those who immediately surround them ?

If we analyze the circumstances in which they are
placed, we must acknowledge that, trained as they are,
they necessarily imbibe feelings of violence and hostility
towards a very large portion of their species, and are soun
forced into such situations as compel them to act upon
the principle that the interests of those around them are
opposed to their own, and that they must therefore prepare
themselves to counteract this opposition. In doing which
they cannot avoid becoming, like their adversaries, insin-
cere, and intent on all occasions to take every fair advan-
tage, as it is called, of their fellow-creatures. The whole
trading system of the world, is, at present, of necessity,
one great combination of hostile interests, leading to end-
less ramifications of chicanery and frand. Nor will truth

it me to say, that the other departments of life, which
the children of this class are destined to fill, are less un-
favourable to the developement of character, or that they
are a less fertile source of contention and unhappiness.
They all of them tend to generate, in those who are sub-
jected to their influence, injustice; errors, and bad feelings,
—and to overshadow the finest natural dispositions and
understandings, rendering the best qualities of our nature
useless, and creating a medium of prejudice around us so
dense, that only some extraordinary and very singular
concurrence of circumstances can emancipate a single in-
dividual from the slavery, which is thus imposed upon his
intellect, feelings and actions. oizsyrrt e

" The reflecting part of my hearers—those who have
‘been at all accustoined to trace cause and effect—in con-
templating the circumstances, character and conduct-of
the varions classes of which society is composed, will not
be ita;t;'ad-' at the statement, which I have felt it my duty
Sormakies i 1io 1ilio vl yiln i1y
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1f such be the evils arising from the circumstances, in
which the rising generation in the higher and -middle
ranks, in all eountries, are now educated and settled in
life,~~how much more to be deplored are the circamstan-
ges which surround the poer man’s child in this eountry,
and the destiny which awaits bis subsequent yeairs ?

¥rom the hour of his birth, he is trained amidst what-
ever can tend to depress—to deteriorate and demoralize
human hature. Rendered by all that surrounds him the
less capable of resisting temptations, he is placed in a
situation, in which temptations are increased around him a
hundred fold. Where, if it be not a mockery to ask, are
the advan and eomforts of the poor man’s cabin ?
They exist, I fear, only in the lively imagination of a very
worthy divine, whe, in entertaining such an impression,
may evince theoretical wisdom, but who, eertainly, discovers
no knowledge of the praetice and realities of life. The
child of the Irish peasant is effectually taught by all he
sees, hears and feels, that every man’s hand is against him,
and that, to exist, he must acquire all the arts of the weak
against the strong. Eveén in infancy, his parents are often
eompelled to leave him, to seek for food and fuel, and he
is left amidst dirt and discomfort, liable to be burned, if
enough of fire still remain in the cabin—oer, in winter, to be
starved, should no more fuel be at hand than may suffice
to boil their miserablemeal of potatoes. His parents return,
tired by their incessant and ill directed labour, with feelings
probably vexed and steeled by the hardships which they have
~ experienced, and the contrasts which they have witnessed
. between their own and the situations of others. The child,
- after passing six or seven years of his life wider the influ-
. ence of such circumstances, and receiving every unfavour-
. able impression from them, has had all the best and finest
feelings of his nature checked in every possible way. " Elis
(character is now—for the valuable period for ming
. character is gone by—=so fixed and hardened as it were,
_ | ‘that it will generally require a very long counteraction of
- favourablé circumstances to efface ﬂnmmlg:;mprmm
|if they ever can be cffaced--and to produce’ in him th
 delightful qualifications which, under other circumstances,
migﬁt with so much easé have'been given to this now poor
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outcast of nature. DBut is he, at this peried of his exist-
ence, placed under such circumstances, as may afford him
some chance of becoming, what good men say they wish
to make all men—intelligent, virtuous and happy? Nol
—His lot is far different. Necessity often induces the
parents to force him o beg, and, if unsuccessful, to steal
something for immediate support. Or are they near to
some wealthy proprieter, through whose exertions and
capital a school has been established in the neighbourhood?
The child goes, halffed and halfclothed, to learn—what 7—
strange sounds, which convey no meaning to his mind.—
He receives, perhaps, some little instruction in writing and
accounts, And this is esteemed a useful and a good edu-
eation for a human being who has no book to read that
he can comprehend, no paper or pens to use, and no use
for such figures as he has been taught; for, without going
to school, for two or three years, to have his faculties not
eultivated, but essentially injured, he would have acquired
far more useful knowledge, and with much more pleasure
to himself, from a week’s conversation with an intelligent
person, who should have walked with him, and shown and
explained to him the various objects of art and nature,
with which it was nccessary he should become acquainted,
toqualify him for the kind of life which he was afterwards to
lead. ell, after being thus taught for al or a

~ shorter time at school, he must look around for some

employment to support his existence ; but now, he is again
as much at a less what to do as ever. All employments
are full. Thereis already a surplus of every thing for those,
wha ean buy; and he seeks, day after day, and often
month after menth, and year after year, to obtain the
most uncertain, degrading, and useless occupations, to
save him from absolute starvation. Such is his lot, while
he continually sees many around him, who, with perhaps
little or no effort, or with not one-tenth of the labour
which he has exerted, or of the anxiety which he has suf-
feved, are in the possession of a surplus of all things,
whieh is at the same time so used and applied, as to rob
the possessor of his health and of all real enjoyment. Yet
the peor man, to whom a very small part of the surplns

~would be of the greatest service, knows not how, with

all his efforts, he can honesdy obtain that small portion.

Go gle



'8

The propensities, which nature has bestowed for the pre-
servation of the species, being irresistible, he marries and
has a family ; but the want of employment leaves him
without any honest means of supporting his wife and
children. He is therefore driven to extremities. He takes
from the apparent superfluity of others. His mind becomes
iritated and disordered. {{e 1s seized, imprisoned for a
time, and discharged. He again steals oy murders, and he
is hanged.

Such is not an exaggecrated representation of the
elelights of an Irish peasant’s cabin, or of the effects of
the circumstances, which at this day are permitted to inflics
their noxious and overwhelming influence on a great part
of the population of this island, notwithstanding all the
knowledge and experience acquired by society during the
lapse of 6000 years.—No one, who has witn the
scenes which the south of Ireland exhibits, can, I think,
aveid coming to the conclusion, that there is nothing in
such a state of society which it would not be desirable
radically to change, and that no system whatever, that
should supplant it, even if it emanated from the arch
fiend himself, could possibly produce results more fatal to
the happiness of the present, or to the prospects. of the

rising generation.

I gladly turn from contemplating the past and present
proceedings of mankind, to the consideration of what
they will be in future, when human nature shall be under-
stood, and vicious circumstances shall no longer be per-
mitted to counteract the developement of its excellent
capabilities. S35}

Before proceeding to describe the empk)ymeﬁé.ﬁf |

the members of the proposed villages, I have yet a few
words to add on the subject of training and educating the
children. 'When the principle relating to the formation
of character is known, the use of severity in any shape, as
a means of conducting a child in the way in which we wish
him to go, is ¢clearly seen te be cruel and unjust, as well as
highly injurious and directly calculated to defcat every ims
portant object which we have in view. Notwithstanding the
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practice which has hitherto generally prevailed in scciety,
I believe no instance can be adduced, in which a system
of well directed kindness has not effected infinitely more
than severity and pnnishment could ever accomplish.

Every child, then, will always be treated kindly,
whatever his natural character, physical or mental, may
be. Should this be what in common language is called
bad or inferior, it will only constitute an additional claim
upon the sympathy and attention of those under whose
superintendence he is placed,—and increased care and
attention, on their part, will ‘tend to overcome, te the
greatest possible extent,- any natural defects, With
regard to the instruction to be given at the schools, it
is proposed that the mode of communicating knowledge,
by means of sensible signs and of conversations with the
teacher, shall superscde, for a counsiderable period, the
usual practice of learning from books, which, if com-
menced before the child can have acquired an adeguate
number of correct and useful ideas, is calculated not only
to disgust him, but to fill his head with mere words, to
which either no ideas, or very erroncous oues are at-
tached,—and thus materially to injure his faculties, and
retard or preveut his intellectual improvement..  In short,
inthis case, as well as in every other, we must follow,
not counteract, nature. A child in health, unless Lie be
constitutionally ~defective, or have been spoiled by
Erevi_nus bad training, will be quite as eager to receive

aowledge or instruction as we can be to impart it te
him, for childhood is the period when curiosity is intense,

- because every thing, which surrounds the human being at
that age, possesses the interest of novelty—anld he is

strongly excited to examine whatever object may be pre-
sented-to his senses. But his mode of proceding is that
of nature, He will shun the tuition of an artificial system ;
or if he Bé consirained to it, the result will be a sacrifice
both of intcllect and good feeling. —If, therefore, we
fail in arresting his attention to the subjects which we
bring before bim, we may with certainty conclude, thet
either the matter or the mm ner of our instruction is
defective,—and instead blaniirg or punishing him because
he rejects what we offery it is our du'y to alter and amend
our plan, 2
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Experience has fully convinced me that if we et upon
these principles, and give children a knowledge of faets,
beginning with those whieh are the most simple, and the
most agreeable to them to learn, and proceeding, ﬁ;mduall s
as their minds strengthen and expand, to others of a
more complex nature, they may at an early age become
well informed as to all the general facts from which the
present knowledge of the world is derived. Thus in-
structed, and trained as they will be under circumstances
so favorable to moral and intellectual culture, and to health
and happiness, they will be in no danger of falling into
that lamentable error respeeting human nature, which is
the cause of all uncharitableness in thought, and of all
unkindness, contention, and evil in practice.

The next important subject for consideration is the
judicious e’nlz‘;:]nyment of all the members of these Asso-
ciations. ¢ nature of this employment will depend,
in some degree, on the localities of the situation. In
some, the chief employment might be in agriculture; in
others, t:i;riculture and manufactures ; in others, agricul-
ture and fishing; in others, agriculture, fishing, and
manufactures; and in others again, agriculture and em-
ployment in mines. Itis proposed, however, that agri-
culture shall form the basis in all,—and that in each it
shall be carried on to an extent sufficient, on the average
of seasons, to supply the whole of the inhabitants with a
full quantity of the best food. And itis likewise intended
that the clothing and general furniture, which they may
require, should be manufactured by themselves, that they
may be at all times and seasons in possession of the
necessaries and comforts of life.  But beyond the creation
of food, clothes, and farniture for their own consumption,
there will be « large surplus of labour to be employed for
the benefit of society, and this will be directed to the ex-
tension of agriculture, fisheries, manufactures, or mines—
each person being well instructed in agriculture, and at
least in some one other art, science, manufacture or useful
occupation, The object of these occupations, as well as
of every part of the plan, being to give happiness to the
whole population, the particular emi)loyments of each
man, woman and youth, will be such as may be best
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suited to their capacities and inclinations. On this prin-
ciple, all will be taught agriculture and gardening, because
these are the most necessary and the most healthy oc-
cupations that can be provided for human nature. But
there are seasons and periods when employment in the
fields and gardens would be useless and disagrecable.
It is, therefore, desirable that the parties should be
familiar with other kinds of work, which may.be carried
on at such times within doors; and in some of these
they will be properly instructed. It has been generally
shpposed, that by teaching an individual more than one
trade, art, manufacture or occupation, his powers of
Eroductiun, and his utility to himself and others, would

e thereby diminished. A long experience has induced
me to come to an opposite conclusion, and convinced me
that Adam Smith’s principle of the division and sub-
division of intellect and labour has been long since carried
far beyond the beneficial limit, and that the world for
many years has suffered grievously from its errors in this
respect. Under the proposed arrangements, every in=
dividual, male and female, will be so instructed, before
he shall be twelve years of age, as to have a general
knowledge of the earth, and of the animal, vegetable and
mineral fin doms—of the useful sciences, and of human
nature and its past history. There will, therefore, be no
obstacle to prevent in{livicﬁmh fromlearning, if they should
be so inclined, as much both of theory and practice in
the arts and sciences, as will afford them full employment
and agreeable recreation. On the coutrary, facilities will
be provided for these pursuits. They will have accessto a
'wcﬁ-selected library, containing scientific and useful works,
and possess the means of making experiments with a view
to further improvements in mechanism, chemistry, or any
art, science or manufacture. With such a solid founda-.
tion of knowledge, derived from actual facts, it may be
expected that tﬁe human mind will make a greater ad-
vance in a year than it has hitherto made in centuries,
and that future inventions, improvements and discoveties,
will be commensurate with the improved and extended
cultivation of the human faculties. In the present state
of society, how very small—how insignificant a part of the
intellect of the world is permitted to be called into action |

M
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By the inexpenienced it may be supposed, that there
would be some difficulty in allotting the various occupa-
tions to suit the inclinations of the different parties. I
would here remark, that human beings have been, hither-
to, so circamstanced, that any cordial union among them
‘has been impracticable. They have not been placed in a
situation to co-operate in general measures, with a view
to obtain increased comforts and advantages for each.—
Some societies, at present existing in the United States of
America, do, however, claim to be excepted ; for, notwith-
standing the many errors and absurdities which attach to
their system, and greatly detract from their énjoyments,
they present decisive proofs, not only of the practicability
of what I recommend, but of the easy and rapid accumu-
lation of wealth, under an association of families united in
-one common interest. I have indeed no hesitation in
saying, that the diffieulty, which has been alluded to, will
speedi ¥ vanish when we come to practice. The inhabi-
tants of these villages will fully comprehend that they are
occupied as members of a community, the whole arran
ments of which are devised to give the greatest sum of
good.and happiness to each. . Human nature, under such
circumstances, will be ready to undertake, willingly, far

more than it will be necessary at any time to require from -

any one,

The general rules and regulations under which
these communities are proposed to be governed, may be
found at the conclusion of_the report of the British and
Foreign Philanthropic Society, published by MiLrikEy,
boun::ﬂ:lp with which, may be bad the particulars of the
calculations to show that 1000 persons, may, with ease, in
any part of Ireland, provide abundantly for 8000.

L N A T L.

Rules and regulations of a communily.

IT 1S PROPOSED, AL
I. That the community shall consist of persons who
have agreed to mutually co-operate with their labour and
skill,in measures for producing, distributing and enjoying,
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in the most advantageous manner, a full supply of the ne-
cessaries and comforts of life; and for securing; for their
children, the best physical and intellectual education.

- 1I. That, at the commencement, the number of per-
sons shall not much exceed five hundred, including Er
families. | |

: I11. That, as it is of great importamce that the com-
munity should produce within itself a full supply of the
first necessaries of life, there shall be attached to the es-
tablishment a sufficient extent of land, to render it essen-
tially agricultural. | . |

IV. That a village, to be situate as near the centre
of the land as local circumstances may permit, be built,
aceording to the plan and elevations given in the annexed
engravings.—In this village, the dwelling-houses, dormi-
tories, &c. form the sides of a large square, in the centre
of which are placed the reguisite public buildings, sur-
rounded by public walks and exercise grounds. This form
~ has been adopted as giving superior accommodation to the

dwelling-houses, and admitting the application, at the
least expense, of scientific improvements in all the depart-
ments of domestic economy.

V. That the manufactories, workshops, granaries,
stores, washing and drying houses, be placed at the most
convenient di beyond the gardens which surround
_ the village—and that the farm offices be situate accord-
ing to the localities of the land. . ( [ ol

VI. That, whenever the capital advanced by its own
members shall have been repaid, and the education of all
be sufficiently advanced, the management of the establish-
ment shall be confided to a committee, composed of all
the members between certain ages; as, for example, De-
tween forty and fifty. But that until such peried, the
committee shall consist of twelve persons to be elected at
an annual general mceting ; eight to be chosen from
among those members who have advanced capital to the
amount of #£100 or upwards, and four from the other
‘members. The committee to be empowered to elect the
treasurers and secretaries. " | ’
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VII. That the treasurers be empowered to reccive
all monies due to the community, and pay its disburse-
ments on orders siﬁned by the secretary. That they
balance and report their accounts every week to the com-
mittee, who shall appoint two of their number to examine
and pass them under their signatures.

VIII. That the secretary be directed to kéep a regu-
lar detailed daily statement of all the accounts and trans-
actions of the community, and that such statement be
presented weekly to the committee, and submitted to the
examination of two of their number, who shall pass it
under their signatures, with. such observations as may
occur to them, -

IX. That the books of accounts and transactions of
the society be opened to the inspection of all its members.

X. That the business of the community be divided
into the following departments;—

1. Agriculture and gardening.
2. Manufactures and trades.

3. Commercial transactions.

4. Domestic economy, comirehending the arrange-
ments for heating, ventilating, lighting, cleansing, and
keeping in repair the dwelling-houses and public build-
ings of the village—the arrangements connected with the
public kitchens and dining h those for the furnishing
of clothes, linen and furniture, and for washing and dry-
ing—and the management of the dormitories.

- 5. Health, or the medical superintendence of the aiék,
including arrangements to prevent contagion or sickness.

' 6. Police, including the lighting and cleansing the
square,~—the repairing of the roads and walks,—guarding
against fire, and the protection of the property of the
community from external depredation. RN i,
* 7. Education, or the formation of character from in-
fancy. To this department will also belong the devising of
the best means of recreation. =~ ° 7 T

|
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XI. That for the general superintendence of these
departments, the committec appoint sub-committees
from their own number, or from the other members of
the society. [Each of the sub-committces shall lay a
weekly report before the committee, to be examined and
passed, with such observations as may be deemed necessary.

XII. That should there not be, at first, a sufficient
number of persons in the commuaity, fully competent to
the management of the different branches of industry,
which it may be desirable to establish, the committee be
empowered to engage the assistance of skilful practical
men from general society.,

XIII. That in regulating the employments of the
members according to, their age, abilities, previous ac-
quirements and situation in life, the committee pay every
regard to the inclinations of each, consistent with the gen-
eral good; and that the employment be, if possible, so
ordered as to permit every individual, who may be so
disposed, to occupy part of his time in agriculture.—
Great facilities are afforded to agriculture by the power
which the community will always possess, ofy calling out
an extra number of {mds, at those times and seasons,
when it is of the utmost importance to have additional
aid. |
‘.. XIV. That, as under the proposed arrangements,
every invention for the abridgment of human labour will
bring an increase of benefit to all, it be a primary object
with the committee to introduce to the utmost practical
extent, all those modern scientific improvements, which,
if rightly applied, are calculated to render manual labour
only a healthy and agreeable exercise.

. XV. That the first object of the community be to
produce a full supply of the necessaries and comforts of
- life for domestic consumption; and, as far as localities
will permit, directly from their own land and labours. .
. XVL That inregard to domestic consumption, each
member of the community shall be fully supplied with
the necessaries and comforts of life. | ' ‘
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' RVILThing; witiin' the comunity,all tic‘mem-
bers be equal in rights and privileges, according to their
respective ages.

XVIIIL That, to aveid the evils arisin tg from a sys-
tem of credit, the commercial transactions of the commu-
nity be conducted for ready money only—that these
transactions on the }mrt of the community be always
performed in good faith, and without the slightest at-
- to deceive buyer or "seller—and that, when any in-
dmduals, with whom they deal, show a disposition to im-
pose upon the community, all dealings with such indivi-
duals shall from that time cease,

"XTX. That the sarplus proceeds of the united ex-
ertions of the community, which remain after dischargin
rent, interest, taxes, and other expenses, uhrly
applied to the liquidation of the capital borrowzg upon
the establishment ; and when this dcbt is eancelled, it is
proposed, that the futuire surplus be invested to form a
fund for the establishment of a second community, should
the encreased population of the first reqmre it. -

o2 XX Thet it the domestic de artment the foﬂﬂwmg
arrangements and regulations be adopted :—

- The heating, ventilating, and llgrtmg of the
ﬂwe'lhrg—hou&es an pubhc buildings, shall bé ' cffected
according to the most approved me os, 7o

2. An ample supp] of witer shall be pranded and

distributed to each blll]dlﬂg, tor domestic purposes, and
as a security against fire.

3. Provisions of the best quahty only shall be
‘cooked in the public kitchen, and it shall be a special
object 1o those persons, who have the direction of this
department, to ascertain and put in practice the best and
most economieal means of preparing mutritious and

le food. Any parties bemg ill, or desirous of
having their meals alone, may have fhein sent to their
]mtn'te apartments. -

4. The furniture uf the dwelling houses, durmltnm-s,_
and public buildings, (us far as the same be provided out
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of the publiec funds,) shall be devised in reference to in-
trinsic use and comfort. A similar regulation will apply
to the clothing of the community. Among the chll:l.rex
very essential improvements may be introduced, whtch
will not only save much useless expense, but be the means
of increasing, in a very high degree, the strength of the
constitution.

5. The durmltunes desi for the children above
two years of age, and those for the youth of the com-
mumty until the period of marri ?! shall be divided into
compartments, and furnished with the accommodations
suited to the different ages. -

- XXI. That the employments of the female part of
the community consist, in preparing food and clotahmg-n-
in the care of the dwelling houses, dormitories; and
public buildings—in the managemc-ﬂt of the washing amt
drying-houses—in the education (in part) of the children,
and other occupations suited to the female character.
B t.he proposed domestic arrangements one female will,

eat ease and comfort, perform as much as twenty
msr servants can do at present; and instead of the
Wife of a woﬂ;mg man with a family being a drudge and
sl{rve, she will 'be éngaged only ‘in healthy and eleanly
ents, acquire better manners, and ﬁwre sufficient

itejsul‘e for ‘mental’ improvement, and rational enjoyment.

XXII. That it be a general rule, that every part of
the establishment be kept in the highest state of order
and neatness, and that the utmuat person‘l.l cleunhness be

obserfed

RXJIH That the f@llowmg d)[uts and regulations,
conniected with the departmect of ﬂ'lmlth bc athmh:!l to
and adopted. 0. 11

«/ 11. Thaton the first appearance of indisposition in

"~ siny-of the members, immediate attention be given to.if,

ondl every possible cave be taken of the patient till com-
plete recovery—the prevention of serious comp! heing
always far more easy than to effect a cure after the discase

has fixed itself in the constitution.
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2. The complaint of indisposition by any individual,
shall place him or her on the invalid list, on which the
patient will remain until the medical attendant pronounce
his complete recovery.

3. The arrangements of the apartments for the sick,
<hall be such as to afford every possible comfort to patients,
and provide much more effectual means of recovery than
their private dwellings conld admit.

4. Removal to the apartments for the sick, shall be
at the option of the individual. :

5. As the health of the community may be materially
improved or injured by the interior plan of the dwelling-
houses, by their sitnation with respect to other buildings,
by dress, food, employment, the temper and general
state of the mind, and by various other circumstances—
the attention of the sub-committce of this department
shall be continually directed to these important con-
siderations.

XXIV. That as the right education of the rising gen-
eration is, under Divine Providence, the base upon which
the future prosperity and happiness of the community
must be founded, the committee shall regard this as the
most important of all the departments committed to their
direction, and employ in its superintendance, those indi-
viduals whose talents, attainments, and dispositions, ren-
der them best qualified for such a charge. :

The children of the community will be educated
together, and as one family, in the schools and exercise-
ounds provided for them in the centre of the square,
where they will, at all times, be under the eye and inspec-
tion of their parents. |

By properly conducting their education, it will be
easy to give to each child good temper and habits, "with
as sound g constitution as air, exercise, and temperance
can bestow. - ' i ety

A facilit}' in reading, writing and accounts.

Gougle



-

89

The elements of the most useful sciences, including
geography and natural history.

A practical knowledge of agriculture and domestic
economy, with 8 knowledge of some one nseful manufac-
ture, trade, or occupation, so that his employment may be
varied, for the improvement of his mental and physical
powers. -

And lastly, a knowledge of himself and of human
nature, to form him into a rational being, and render him
charitable, kind and benevolent to all his fellow creatures,

XXV, That when the youth of the community
shall have attained their sixteenth year, they be permitted
either to become members, or to go out into general so-
ciety, with every advantage which the community can
afford ther.

XXVI. That intelligent and experienced matrons be
appointed to iustruct the young mothers in the best mode

of treating and training children from birth until they are

two years old—the age at which it is proposed to send

~ them to the schools and dormitories—that their constitu-
tions, habits, and dispositions may not be injured during
that period. | T XPrar LR

X XVII That in winter and unfavourable weather,
n sufficient variety of amusements and recreations pro

for the membersof such a community, be prepared within

doors, to afford beneficial relaxation from employment
and study. g g7 e BE ' '

XVIIL That asliberty of conscience, religious and

‘mental liberty, will be possessed by every member of the

community, arrangements be made to accommodate all
denominations with convenient places of worship, and that
each individual be strongly recommended to exhibit, in
his wh;i!e conduct, the utmost forbearance, kindness and
charity towards all who differ from him. |

" XXIX. That in advanced age, and in cases of dﬁ-
ability from accident, natural infirmity, or any other cause,

N
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| the individual shall be supp ported by the community, and
_ receive every comfort which kindness can admlmster

© XXX, That on the death of parents, t.h:e children
shall become the peculiar care of the community; and
proper persons be appointed to take the more immediate

charge of them, and, as far as possible, supply the place of
their natural parents,

XXXI. That the committee of management, shall
et be empowered to admit a new member without the
consent of three-fourths of the members of the commu-
nity, nhtamed at a general meeting.,

XXXIL That, although at the pemod when all the
- ‘members shall have been trnmed and educated under the

roposed arrangements, any regulations against miscon-
_ Euct will rub%bl be unnecessary—and although it is
aalélglpated, that the influence of these new circumstances
upon fl the character of the individuals, whose habits and
'Ehs ns:,tmns i‘am: ‘been formed under a different system,
w: e su clentjr Pow&rful to render any serious differ-
ences of r rare occurrence amongst them,—yet in order to
- pmﬂﬂe against such, it shall be alaw of the community,
that when differences arise, they be referred to the decisi-

. -on of arbitrators, to be elected by the society, who, after

hﬂﬂﬂg the parties, shall decide upon the case.

XXXII_I That if the conduct of any 1nd1v1dual be
l.nanrlol,m to the lﬁell-bemﬁ of the community, and it be
so decided by three-fourths of the members assembled at a

general meetmg, the committee shall explain to him in
-wlhat respect his ¢onduct has been injurious, and at the
same time intimate to him, that, unless the cause of com-
‘plaint be removed, they are instructed to expel hlm from
the community. .

XXXIV. That any member wmhmg to withdraw
from the community, be at full liberty to do so at any
time; and the committee shall benuthonzed to allow any

- such gratuity, as the circumstances of the case may require.

XXXV. That the committee form arrangements
by which all the members shall enjoy equal opportuuities
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of visiting their friends elsewhere, or of tray elling for in-
tormation or other objects.

XXXV That the committee appoin d;ﬂ.; qmllgﬁ -
persons to travel from tlmem time, to collect scientific

and other information, for the benefit of the community.

"~ XXXVII That, in order to extend the beneéfits af’u
system of union and co-operation, which is applicable to
mankind in every part.of the worl measurqs'g; adopted

by the committee to disseminate knowledge of Lhe n.car
principles and arrangemanta.

- XXXVIIIL Thatm thls syaﬁem is directly oppmed
to secrecy and exclumm any. y practicable
ihmbty Bhall wfwan to ll‘.rangers, to . e’{g be-

utmn,

twns of e commumty—-an to examine the ;ﬁmﬁpmah.\-c
these have produced in practice.

 XXXIX. That the committee be

duty of communicating on alf accasi ﬁl‘Ql’B

Qf tha W““FF! lp ' ., L

and proceedings of the mmmthx i o dloter

¢ Mr. Owen resumed — o

It is vexzeprobable, from the irresistible’ nature of
truth, when derived immediately from fact the most
mtelllgent practical men will now admit e details,
which have been submitted, are satlsfactnry, and that
measures have been developed for giving healthy, pleasant,
and economical domestic arrang 10 a certai

Jimited mnlnnon,sﬁu the well educating,of ﬂwmhtlr
dren—for providing employment fox, all who are,coms

‘to work—fbr excluding tations; to. m
, or ¢ven valgar habits—for creating "@9

w@hﬁ:mdumgdg‘;m mm
ameng the mem
-wfmﬁﬂ nﬁery o B' %

H

anmir &uaw-cmm m mmﬁ their
' m» ger Banfiee 3w o Gty ke asdedl b
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Bat, it'may be added, * that these very improvements,

for such they must be admitted to be—important as they
are individually—will cause an increase of surplus pro-
duce, as well as of population, both of which we find
from experience to be not only serious, but overwhelming
evils; and we require to be informed how these are to be

met and to be overcome.”

This question brings me to the consideration of the
errors of the present system of political economy, and of
the lamentahf effects which they produce throughout
society. But as it is a subject which demands a srute—-
matic development, time will not permit me to enter upon
it now. I therefore propose to direct your attention to it
on wednesday next, when I shall be happy to hear, and
shall endeavour to meet, every objection that may then
be brought forward,——'l’hts meeting was afterwards post-
poned to Saturday.

During the busmess of the meeting, the large paint;

resentmg the vi on" Mr; Owetts system, at
Ng refmrl:, was lnwereﬁe Several plans of the :irf-

ferent buildings were also exhibited. They were viewed
with much interest, and appeared to give general satis-
faction. | o .

ﬂm 'ro NEW nmum
August, ]822

ol g wnlked feoiti the inn this morning, to New Lanark,
to meet the celebrated philanthropist, Roserr Owex,
and to see the children at their morning school. ' We first

ed to the large'room in which the youngest class

of both sexes were being exercised with the scale of the
mut, and this they ran over both separately and in
Be;orus, Wiﬂmut a single mistike, though they were ques-
m j possible ‘way. The' elass who thus per-

t forty in numbea‘, and, on an average,

w about 5 yearu old. - "They sung Highland, Scotch,
Italian airs, in chorus, with a taste, effect and exact-

ness, which scemed incredible for children at their age.—
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* The Sieilian mariner’s mnq," ¢ Auld Robin Gray,"and
¢ This isnae my ain lassie,” were amongst those that 1
remember.  After this there was a general muster of the
children to hear lectures on geography and natural
history, in the same room.—1t is one of the largest and
most elegant I have seen. There is a border sevcral feet
deep round it, about half way up, painted by a lady of
great taste and talent, on which are subjects of natural
history as large as life, so that the children have before
them, representations of the different animals and birds in
their natural colours, and executed in & magnificent style.
This border adds great interest to the room. The classes
were ranged around, and stations were fix=d in the proper
plaees, round which they marched to the sound of martial
musie, with the greatest regularity, until all, having per-
formed every evnlutmn, arrived by classes, and then
ranged themselves on forms oppesite the lecturer, who
was standing before a large painted map of Luarope.

The boys are all dressed in the kilt, under the idea
that it will tend to make them hardy, and allow the un-
restrained use of their limbs, ‘both of ‘which suppesitions
experience proves to be true. -« Perhaps it would be more
correct to say, that their whole dress consists of a shitt,
ﬂ plaid Jac{ct reaching dlmost to the knecs, and fast=
ened before. In common with most other Seotch children
of the same class, both boys and girls go without shoes.
and stockings. I am not sure whether this last custom
is here kept up from its nationality; but the advantages
are obvious, for the manner in which shoes are made, de-
prives the wearer of the free use of the museles of the
foot, particularly of the extensor paliicis, whi-:.ll acts on the
great toe, and accounts for: the very superior activity - of
those whe are not in the habit of wearmg ahoea over lhmp
who wear them. Ty yiekas

. The children -were far the handsomest I ever saw,
:ml their hmbu;were‘perfceﬂ}& struight and well formed.
rpody 2 ) ol go e [iiddmilals tang

In order to conﬂnce the mos-t mt};# of t}lag.egqr;l
benefits of this _system, and of the success which has at-
tended the exertions of the philanthropic projector, I would
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ask only to have him placed within the lines when the_

children are cvllected, and if every countenance, glowing
with health, and contentment, and beauty,—and if every
eye, sparkling with pleasure and delight, did not impart
to his bosom a ion of their happiness, and remove his
opposition and his doubt—I would be inclined to suppose
that he possessed either much more or much less than the
common feelings of humanity.

The number of children present might have beenm
about 300, and several young women who had lately come
. into the establishment, were in the back ground. The

answering was stimultaneous, and exemef by so man
with great preeision. There were few questions askeci
which all did not answer correetly.

After this, a lecture on natural history was read te
them ; and at the conclusion, they were questioned as to
the subject, and answered stimultaneously with great
correctness. ‘

~ The dismissal was the same as the gathering—the
same evolutions and military music—and as the children
filed out at the door, each seemed disappointed if any
thing prevented him from making his bow, and receiving
the caresses of his benefactor, who was standing near the
door through which the boys passed, and where 1 alse
happened to be. -

After the busincss was over, the children retnrneifto
their various amusements ; and I was much struck at the
proofs of the excellence of the system, in forwarding the

developement of the muscular powers, by seeing some of

the boys, not more than four years old, climb a consider-
able way up the smooth iron pillars which suppert the roof:
- The examination being ended, we walked to Robert
Owen’s to breakfast.— His Liouse is situate in one of the
most delightful situations on the Clyde, and at a short
distance -Igom the factory. hyo nf
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After breakfast we all retuined to the éstablishment
tn see the children examined in geography, as before.
There are masters provided for the dmﬂgerre' nt departments,
and the children are not put to the manufactory until the

of ten, eleven, or twelve years, according as their
health and strength seem micnfated to bear it.

_ This lecture being ended, the youngest class of
«dancers, amounting to about twenty pairs, were exercised
in the preparatory steps and movements.—This exercise
is seldom continued longer than 15 or 20 minutes, and,
‘therefore, the health of the pupils is not likely to suffer
in the slightest degree. There are many persons who
would object to this sort of mmusement, and, unfortu-
nately, the objection seems to be a valid one. No one
can doubt the simplicity of the Swiss country dances,
and the rural festivities with which that innocent and
-happy people conclude the labours of the day; but if we
take inte account the difference of national manners be-
tween Switzgerland Jud Ireland, or Scotland, for instance,
and the da.nger to which a Eyod singer or dancer, in
humble life, is exposed—and the almost invariable truth,
that either his morals or his principles are always injured,
E impartial observer, whilst he laments the weakness of

wman nature, must be prepared, where the morality of
‘mankind is at stake, to sacrifice his own peculiar pre-
judices to the voice of experience, and deposit the flowers
‘of fancy and of feeling on the altar of immutable truth.
‘There are others again, who would object to this, and
some other parts of the system of education, as being
calcolated to raise the ideas of the children above that
sphere in which they are destined to move, and perhaps,
render them dissatisfied with their condition. To these
it may be answered, that such has not been the effect
P on the minds of those who have been ediicated
in the establishment, but, on the contrary, perfect con-
- tentment reigns; and a few days before I was there, one

of the boys, who had been lately placed in the manufac-
- tory, being asked if he would wish to return to his former
‘manner of living and amusements, immediately answered
that he would not.—When the dancing was over, such
as wished it had an opportunity of seeing the whole of
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the manufacturing department, which has long maintained
a great reputation for the cotton yarn exported abroad or
consumed at home. The quantity daily prepared is
about 50,000 miles, or as much uas would reach twice
round the world, and the whole number of persons living
inside the walls is near 2000. Every thing necessary
in the different parts of the works, with a few trifling
exceptions, is manufactured within the walls, and the
heavgrcsmiths' work alone gives employment to a great
number of people.—Contrary to the custom jn the uther
great manufactories of England and Scotland, the peo~
ple work only ten hours in the day for the establislynent ;
but they continue an additional quarter of an hour, which
is allowed im their accounts, to support a fund for the
maintenance of the aged and sick.

All the food and raiment is provided by the propri-
ctors, and sold out from suitable depots on the premises,
at low prices, by which the people are assured of having
every thing of the best .quality, and unattended by the
overcharges to which people of the lower classes are sub-
ject from necessity. .

There is no public-house within the walls, and, in
consequence, the men, who, in common with the Scoteh,
are religiously educated, have none of those mducements
to squander away their earnings, which present themselves
to the inhabitants of other parts of Scotland. Their
domestic comfort is thus vastly greater, and an ampler
return is made by the increased happiness and attachment
of their wives and children. Iiven civility to strangers
is not overlooked ; and I saw more of independant respect
practised towards them here, than ever 1 did elsewhere.

There are now two very large rooms being built for
the purpose of accommodating all who wish it, in eating
together; and it is thought—indeed there is no doubt—that
the advantage will be considerable, as there will be a great
saving of fuel in the private houses in summer time, and
the food will be more comfortable than when dressed in
small quantities for a single individual,

I must not forget to state, that in going through the
establishment, we were shewn a large room, called the
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historie room, which is now being paintéd by the lady
before-mentioned, the subjects of which are exhibited
like the streams of time, and adorned with representations
of the kings of the different countries in cotemporary
groups, each in his proper costume, as nearly as could be
ascertained : and near each are the principal characters
who flourished during his reign. It is a truly magnificent
room, extensive, well finished, and elegantly painted. A
second - room is appropriated to various lectures; and
‘botany amongst others, which isillustrated by very splen-
did paintings of the different flowers, on a large scale, by
the same hand that painted the historic scenes.

- At two o’clock we returned to Robert Owen’s to din-
ner, aud found the same party assembled as at breakfast. .
~ * - * * - " - - *

At five, returned, and saw the principal class dance
several minuets, All the lessons of this sort are accom-
panied by music, which, no doubt, is calculated to please
and elevate the minds of children; and under this idea
it is made the constant companion of the dance. The
instrument mostly used is the violoncello; but there are
often several other sorts,

"~ Before we entered the house used as a school, the
infant classes were collected in the court, amusing them-
selves in the sun-shine ; but the moment we appeared, they
ran in crowds to meet their benefactor, and stretched out
their little hands to welcome him, or looked up with Tooks
of gratitude as he passed. There were some too young
to walk alone, and these were seen endeavouring, witl
the greatest anxiety, to get forward by the assistance . of
. the wall, or with whoever would help them. Indbed s
~ more interesting sight T never behelcf It surcly proves
“that gratitude is a strong inherent principle in the human
breast, and the great philanthropist has an ample oppor-
tunity of studying thé‘i;‘mmnh character in acquiring such
unbounded influence over the minds of the children. A
ij&{iﬂipﬁgﬁﬂ:mtﬂ'haﬁ lately come into the establishment,
‘were amongst the number, and could be instantly singled
out, by their pale and unhealthy appearance, \i’hic{' formed
B ks r sk D109 Sy
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a wonderful contrast with the handsome countenances
and athletic forms of those, who had been born within the
happy walls of New Lanark. The phrenologist will rea-
dily trace the causes ‘of this latter circumstance to the
happiness, content and comfort of the parents. The young
women are the handsomest that 1 saw in an extensive
tour through Scotland.

The grand governing principle in the management
of the children at New Lanark, is kindness and gentle-
ness, which those, who have the care of young persons,
must be convinced to be a much more powerful motive for
their improvement and good behaviour, than the harsh
and severe regulations sometimes put in force against
them; and so agreeable to our mature is this mode of
treatment, that even men will be much more spayed by it,
than by a contrary proeeeding.

Although the prineiples of the philanthropist are
said not to ﬁe consistent with the doctrines of the new
testament, yet we cannot thence infer that establishments
might not be formed in which children would be taught
the pure doctrine of the new testument. The truth of
this 1s proved by the very regular attendance of the inha-
bitants of New Lanark, at their various places of worship
on the sabbath, and in a larger proportion, perhaps, than
is to be found attending from the population of any other
district. The bible, without note or comment, is read in
sehool; and also, at the conclusion of the day’s business,
before the children are dismissed. There are, 1 believe,
four other proprietors besides Robert Owen, two of whem
are members of the society of friends, one of the church
of England, and one of the church ot Scotland, and all
were induced to join in the coneern from benevolent mo-
tives. How successful their -exertions have been, is best
described in the following address to three of them, when
they were on a visit to New Lanark, some time ggo :—

¢ Gentlemen,—we, the inhabitants of New Lanark,
beg to address ourselves to you, as part proprictors of the
‘establishment, on your appearance amongst us. We have
had several opportunities of expressing to Robert Owen,
esq. our grateful sense of his continued kindness to us, as
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our more immediate master; and would new offer you
our most cordial welcome on visiting this place.

¢ We are fully aware, gentlemen, that although your
other pursuits may prevent your continned residence in
the village, yet, whatever tends to add to our comfort, or
render our circumstances easier, will meet with your ap-
probation; and in this view we regard it as not unneces-
sary to thank yen thus publicly for the many advautages
we enjoy, through your eo-operation with Mr. Owen, and
the other partners in the cvncern. The care which is
taken in gratuitously educating our children, and the hu~
mane treatment we experience under the persons to whom
is committed the management of the various departments
of this work, are advantages which call for our earnest
expressions of gratitude. We are sensible that our cir-
cumstances are much superior to that of all cotton-spin-
ners; and it is our desire, by a steady attention te our
various duties, to merit a continuance of that kindness
which we now experience. We hope the interest you
haye taken (in conjunction with the other propuietors)
in the bill now pending in parliament, having for its ob-
ject to place others of the labouring class, in some degree,
on a footing with ourselves, will be rewarded by your
seeing it pass into a law. We conclude, by expressing
our desire that all cotton-spinners enjoyed the same ad-
vantages as we do. Then would the master-manufacturers
feel the superior gratification arising from possessing the
affections of a well-treated and happy people, and their
servants, that pleasure, which a continued-kind attention

on the part of the master is calculated to afford,

c Wn,h muglf respect, ge:_;'tlemen," &c. &c
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. Mry. OWEN,
Thith Ateetiny at the Wotunva.

On Saturday the 19th April, the adjourned meeting
was held in the great room of the Rotunda, for the pur-
pose of hearing the concluding part of the develope-
ment of the practical arrangements proposed by Mr.
Owen, for the relief of Ireland.

At an early hour crowds thronged towards the Rotunda,
and, in a few minutes after the doors were opened, the
round room was completely filled. A great number of
Jadies were present. The best possible arrangements had
been previously made to afford general accommodation,
but, from the immense concourse which presscd forward
from the entrance, much inconvenience was sustained.—
Towards the close of the day, the heat and pressure were
so great, that several ladies fainted, and in two or three
instances a momentary sensation of alarm was excited by
a sudden rush from the doors. It was found necessary,
in one instance, to convey a lady out through one of the
windows,

A few minntes after twelve o'clock, Mr. Owen en-
tered. He was received with lond applause. He then came
forward, and read from a paper as follows:—

At the conclusion of my address at the meeting on
Saturday last, I promised to explain the nature of the
remedy which was required to meet an excess of produc-
tion and an excess of population—the two great evils
which afflict the world, and which now, in a peculiar man-
ner, overwhelm this most unfortunate of all countries.

Tt seems that, upon these two points, the wisdom of
the old system has been exerted in vain—that all its learn-
ing, knowledge and ingenuity, have been exerted to the
very dregs. Its most experienced statesmen and profound
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political economists have deemed it a hopeless task to dis-
cover the real cause and the effective cure of a state of
things, in which two evils of so anomalous a character,
apparently present an insurmountable barrier to the fur-
ther improvement of mankind. The language of the
general complaint is—*¢ there is too much produced,—
Europe is suffering under a succession of abundant har-
vests ;” and, strange to sayy to this complaint is added the
following :—*¢ there is a principle in human nature, by
which population has a necessary tendency to increase
faster than food can be obtained for its support, and, con-
sequently, as population must always press upon subsist-
ence, the world must ever continue in poverty, vice and
misery.” | :

Such are the notions that inflaence society in the first
empires of the world, and direct the destinies of human
nature.—At this hour, they constitute the creed of the
leading statesmen of Europe, and are inculcated in the
most learned seminaries as the very essence of wisdom on
the great subject of modern political economy, In fact,
with regard to these points, as well as some others of
much interest to mankind, it has been considered, among
the great luminaries of the age, to be a kind of sacrilége
to doubt the truth of principles which certain individuals
have imagined to be true, but which facts and experience
mow prove to be fulse. '

} ! - ¥

A man possessing only sound common sense, would
say——*¢ let the excess of population consuine, if they can,
the excess of productions; but, if’ they cannot make use
of them, then diminish the labour of the producers, in the
proportion in which the quantity produced exceeds the
wants of the people—or if you must have the people un-
necessarily to work like s{nves_—-—{o create w_E:;t IS not
required—then set fire to the surplus of one year to make
room for the surplus of the next, that these slaves may
never want employment.”

: . -Tﬂis':woulﬂ be the Iah%u-age of a plain u_nlet'terca

man of business, and he would not see much difficulty in
his way. DBut obstacl:s do cxist, arising from the errors
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of our present system, which must be removed before any
portion of mankind can possess the advantages which hu-
man nature ought to enjoy; and a right understanding of
the nature of these artificial checks to human happiness,
will, at once, disclose to us the cause why—in the nine-
teenth century, an excess of productions or of wealth,
should co-exist with a supposed excess of population, and
an almost universal complaint of peverty.

Political economists make such frequent use, in all
their writings, of the terms, * supply and demand,” with-
out giving their readers any definite notion of what they
mean by these expressions, or, in many cases perhaps,
without having in their own minds any distinet ideas at-
tached to them, that it becomes necessary, before we adopt
their language, to define the sense in which these terms
are to be understood. ¢ Supply and demand,” then, are
used in reference to the wants of man—the one, denoting
the amount of those wants, and the other the extent of
the means for satisfying them. But political economists
have supposed that there exists a natural connection be-
tween them, and that there can be no limits to either.—
upon this point, they and I are at issue. The wants of
man, and the means of supplyin them, appear to me to
have no necessary connection. 'i‘he former, rightly un-
derstood, consist of all those things which are requisite
for his well being and happiness, and these are limited ;
while the means of producing them depend on man’s pro-
gress in the knowledge of nature, and in the arts and sci-
ences, and to this progress no limits can be assigued.

There is, therefore, no natural connection between
supply and demand. The present system of society
endeavours to force an artificial connection between them ;
but the powers of preduction, through the aid of modern
improvements, chiefly in mechanism and chemistry, have
made advances so great and extraordinary, that society is
enabled, with less than a tenth part of its former manual
labour, to bring forwaard supply far exceeding the demand,
which the population of the world, under existing cir-
cumstances and restrictions, is permitted to create.

~
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Nothing can be imagined more truly absurd than
the whole of the present arrangements for supplying the
wants of mankimf. It is the interest of all nations, and
of every individual in existence, that those wants should
be fully supplied, in the best possible manner, while all
the existing practices, and proceed":u;fs of all states, and
of all individuals, are admirably calculated to prevent
their being fully supplied, and to produce the limited
results which are oblained, in the worst possible manner,
and to the greatest disadvantage of every human being.—
I, however, blame no one for the existence of the pre-
vailing errors and practices, whether in church or state,
or society in general. They are effects necessarily re-
sulting from the past circumstances of the world. But
the period is arrived when so much misery is produced

eir continuance, that an uncompromising review of
them is loudly and irrestibly called for; and T will now
enter upon that review, without having respect to persons

or situations, when these interfere with the great truths
which involve the happiness of mankind.

. In the early stages of society, man’s wants were few,
and their means of providing for them, were limited to
their manual efforts. Rude implements were afterwards
invented ; but as these were multiplied and improved,
the facility of supplying those wants was increased in the
same proportion, while there were no artificial restraints
on production, and while man remained at peace with his
fellows.

A long contest has since continued without ceasing,
between human naturc on the one hand, and an artificial
and anti-social system, on the other. While mankind

“have advanced in a knowledge of nature, and of the arts
and sciences, that progress has been counteracted

ndﬁud--mtricﬁﬁm-m the production and distribution
of th, and by the destructive operations of war.
- ‘Secience 'has been continually adding to the capacity of
man to create, while the system under which he exists
has not only fettered his productive powers, but has
devoted much of the wealth, which he has been allowed
to produce, to the most useless and immoral purposes.

-

Go gle



10§

Nay, that system, up to the present day, has trained man
from infancy to consider it glorious by fire and sword,
and by every other horrid means which his ingenuity ean
invent, to destroy, upon the most magnificent scale, the
works of his fellow-creaturcs. -

But such is the innate goodness of human nature, that
in opposition to a combination of the most unfavorable
circumstances, by which its best and nmiost amiable qualities
have been checked and depressed, it has, -in one way or
or other, succeeded in making substantial advances in
real knowledge and power, until at length it has attained
a position upon which it ean take firm ground, and say—
*¢ T have been, to this day, gricvously oppressed by igno-
rance, to which I will no longer submit. I have been
compelled, hitherto, 1o be poor and wretched, and have
been filled with errors and prejudices respecting myself;
which I will now shake off. ' ‘T'he knowledge, which I
have been permitted latterly to acquire, will enable me
to do much more that is substantially beneficial for myself;
than has yet been effected by any of the institutions which
have been devised to do me good; for all these, instead
of making me better or wiser, I find, by woful experience,
tend to make me worse as to temporal matters, and to
derange all my mental powers with regard to those be-
longing to eternity. I find, that, were I now allowed to
make use of the scientific knowledge which experience
has taught me, I could immediately relieve myself from
poverty, and from the innumerable temptations to vice
and crime, and from all the other evils to which it neces-
sarily gives birth. I could place 'myself amidst other
institutions under which none of the bad feelings and
passions, which have so long afllicted me, could have any
existence. Through the knowledge and means which
1 now possess, I might render myself intelligent,
rich in all the really good things of this world, uniformly
temperate, virtuous and happy; and thus be mach better
prepared for, and have a far better chance of future hap-
piness, than while 1 continue in the degraded and misera-
ble condition in which I am, and in which I have been
so long kept by the demoralizing and wretched circum--
stances, which, from some cause or other, have been
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permitted, heretofore, to surround me. And I would
now ask, whose interest can it serve that I should still be
the victim of these degrading circumstances ?—or who are
they who imagine that zkey are benefited by the longer con-
tinuance of so much misery and oppression ?—for I am pre-
pared to shew that they can have no real interest in all
this irraticnality. I am ready to explain to them the
practical details of those new measures, by which I will
demonstrate that I can do far better for myself than they
have yet done for me, or than they appear in any degree
competent to do for me. I will show them that I can sup-
port the whole of myself much better than any small part
of me has ever yet been provided for, either in the palace
or in the cottage—and that I can, without any trouble,
in comparison with that which is now experienced, make
all my children far wiser, and better and happier, than
any of them have ever yet been made, under any of the
horrid systems with which my nature has been so long
tormented. With this knowledge now fully disclosed to
me, and which I will communicate as fully to you, I will
no longer submit to your insensate proceedings—and you
can do nothing without me or against my fixed determina-
tion. As, however, you form part of myself, I am willinﬁ
to enter into amicable arrangements, by which you an
every part of me shall instantly begin to enjoy a large
share of the benefits that are in prospect. 'We will have
no longer any hostility. I know all the errors of your
past proceedings, and the cause of them. These shall be
overlooked ; and, without disturbing any of the existing
institations, we will set to work to create, in the shortest
ible time, new arrangements so decidedly advantageous
for all of us, that na one will ever have cause to regret
the abandonment of the one system, and the introduction
of the other. The change, then, which I propose, shall
be immediately commenced, but without offering violence
or injury to any. Let matters proceed as at present, until
each i 'vidua{part of me shall have a superior station
prepared for him. If any oppose the change, they will do
so from ignorance only ; and as no one can make kimself |
intelligent, time must be allowed for the force of circum-
stances to impress upon him a conviction of his present
errvors and prejudices. '
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¢ Let the powers, that be, direct the mighty process

of improvement, which society is about to undergo. The
%omrnments and churches, which cover the earth, have
ormed the characters which exist, and they have created
the miseries with which I am overwhelmed. Let them,
without delay, adopt a new course of action. Let the
former apply their energies to withdraw the immoral cir-
cumstances which now disfigure the face of their domini-
ons, and let them—for they easily may—introduce others,
of which the influence is all powerful in educing virtue,
good order and prosperity.—Their complicated systems of
Jaw, which, if I am right, are only other terms for systems
of injustice, will then speedily cease to do evil and afflict
the oppressed.

¢ Let the churches refrain from preaching and seek-

ing to enforce disputed doctrines, which men are not yet
pr?ared to understand, and which serve but as firebrands
of discord. Let peace and good will to all mankind be
the great objects of their ministrations—and let their elo-

quence be exerted in inculcating charity, kindness, and

cordial brotherly love among all my children, by what-

ever name they may be called—by whatever colour distin-

guished. If you will thus act towards me, you will no
longer be disappointed ip my nature. Hitherto you have

opposed and ill-treated me. For 6000 years at the least,

have you tortured me to receive impressions, which are
quite contrary to my nature, and which I never can be
made to retain. What benefit have I ever experienced

from disputed creeds? What evils have they not doomed
me to suffer? Alter your system,—study my real nature,

—let your institutions, or the circumstances in which you
place me, be in unison with it, and our difficulties will
quickly vanish. All the miseries which I have ever ex-
perienced—all those which.so grievously afflict me in this
island, at the present moment—are evils necessarily arising

from the errors which you have entertained regarding me.
Do me but justice, and thisdivided, oppressed, and suffering
country shall, at no distant period, present a scene, that,
contrasted with that which we now see around us, may
fairly be described as a terrestrial paradise, governed and
occupied by a superior race of beings.”

Didhtizad by GO gl(‘f I -.h;-;i". | ; RSITY




SO VA LY

107

This is the genuine language of human nature, and
will, erelong, be the language of all the nations of the
earth; for human nature has not premised more than it is
competent to perform.

I undertake to demonstrate that such is the present
state of our knowledge in agriculture and manufactures,
and so extraordinary are the powers now possessed by
society, for the production of whatever can contribute to
man’s comfort and enjoyment, that the resources of the
British islands are now abundantly adequate, without any
foreign aid whatever, to the easy support of sixty millions
of people. WNay, were it not that this view of the subject
is altogether new to you, I would maintain, and could
clearly prove, that our capabilities are such as do reason-
ably justify the statement of a result very far exceeding
that which I have mentioned,-—and that such an increase
of population, under the proposed arrangements, would
not ouly not encroach upon the happiness of the inhabi-
tants, but, in proportion to the amount of that increase,
would mulfiply, to each individual, the means and facili-
ties of enjoynient.

|

I am, atthe same thne, prepared to show, that, while
the working population of Ireland,—of Great Britain,—
of Europe,—and of the world, may be placed under cir-
cumstances in which, by a healthy, temperate and agree-
able applicatien of their industry, they may, at all times,
command a superfluity of every thing which they can want
or wish for—rno necessity exists for requiring from the high-
er classes any sacrifice of their present possessions, pri-
vileges or rights. The nobles of the world may retain
their wealth, titles, honors and situations, as long as these
can afford them the smallest gratification. They may en-
Joy them, too, in the most perfect security, for none, who
shall be trained under the new system, will have any mo-
tive to contend with them for any such exclusive advan-
tages, because apparent exclusive privileges, of whatever
nature, cannot fail to be considered, in their estimation,
as real disadvantages.

The calculations, of which T will shortly read to you
the leading particulars to prove the means by which the
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world may now be amply supplied with whatever can
conduce to the real enjoyment of life, are simple, easy_to
be understood, and within the range of mind of every in-
telligent, practical man. They have been formed on three
general scales :—

The 1st, shewing the result of a population properly
placed, conducted and employed, when the surplus labour
beyond the supply of their own wants shall be directed to

riculture; and when, of course, all their disposable pro-
duce would be raised from the soil.

The 2d, shewing the resnlt obtained by the same
population, when the surplus labour shall be directed in
part to agriculture, and in part to manufactures, mines
and fisheries.

And the 3d, when the surplus labour of a similar
population shall be employed in manufactures, mines or
fisheries, or under any combination of these.

It should be understood, that in cach case the popu-
lation is supposed to occupy and cultivate sufficient ex-
tent of land to supply itself with a full quantity of food,
and that it is also furnished with the means of providing
itself with a full quantity of clothing and the otlfer neces-
saries of life, in order that at all times it may be secured
-against any want of those things, which are really required
for the well-being and happiness of human nature.

A AL VRARRRR RS LA

STATEMENTS,

Showing the power that Ireland possesses to create wealth

beyond the most ample supply of the wants of its Inha-
bitants.

The population of Ireland, according to the last
census, is about seven millions, and of Great-Britain, about
15 millions, making together, in round numbers, a popu-
lation of 22 millions.

Gougle
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The following calculations will show the means,” by
which new property inay be created in Ireland through
the improved industry and character of the people, to meet
a just and liberal expenditure of government, pay an equi-
table rent to the landed proprietors, and regular tithes to
the clergy, and gradually remove all the petty squabbles
that now disunite, perplex and irritate society.

The extent of Ireland is about 12 millions of Irish
plantationacres. By comparing surveys taken of the whole,
and of the different parts of the country, it appears that
there are about three millions of acres of mountain and
bog, (unprofitable, except for fuel, and some small patches
of mountain pasture,) and one million of woods, pﬁmtati-
ons and pleasure-grounds. The remaining eight millions
are, or might be, occupied as corn land, meadow or pasture.

An Irish plantation acre contains 7840 square yards.
A Scotch acre «s 5760 ditto.
An English acre e 4840 ditto.

The following calculations are in Irish plantation acres :—

It is required to know in what manner the arable
land of Ireland can be occupied, to give to all classes the
greatest number of advantages, with the fewest inconve-
niencies?

As an approximation to the solution of this question,
the following calculations are now offered for the consi-
deration of the Irish public.

CALCULATION FIRST.

Showing the result from the industry of 1000 people,
employed partly in the cultivation and disposal of tﬁeez)ro-

-duce of 1000 acres, and partly in manufactures.

Suppose an association of 1000 people, of the usual
ages in society, to rent or purchase a farm of 1000 Irish
acres, of a medium quality of soil, to put it under spade
cultivation, and to arrange it as under, the subjoined

- calculations will show the number of Iabourers necessary

GO 81(‘.' !!'l'...g:'::_';'-";
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for the cultivation of the land, the probable produce, and
the surplus that will remain, after the whole population
are provided with food, clothes, instruction, and superior
domestic accommodatmns —_

200 acres freen crop, say 80 acres potatoes, or carrots,
120 acres white, yellow, or Swedish turnip.

200 dn. fallow crop, viz. 150 acres flax, and 50 wheat.
200 do. clover, rape, vetches, &c.
200 do. white crop, viz. 78 acres wheat, 122 acres oats.

150 do. pasture, a part to be laid down, and as much
taken up occasionally.

30 do. orchard, producing fruits, roots, and culinary
vegetables, cabbage for dairy cows, &c.

20 do. site of buildings, exercise grounds, roads, &c.

1000 acres.

irfginal fram
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'AS UNDER.

k per | Stones 'W:::g:]t' &"g f}ﬂ“r
¢ PR avuird,upois 1bs.
80 23,040 250,880
0 21,960 183,610
0 128,000 1,792,009
34,455 482,875
bles, roots, &c. s, | 212,165
5 | 6,750 | 94,500

2400 bushels equal to 338 hhds.
cows or bullocks, producing 691,200
of milk, or 26,800 lbs. of butter, or
cheese, 17,920 lbs. of beef, and the
llocks, which would be slaughtered

00 sheep, producing 110,000 lbs of
bs. of wool, and 1,100 skins yearly.

Ibs. of bacon yearly.
 into 8,700 yards of broad cloth, worth

into 187,400 yards of 4—4th ten hund-

s. 2d. per yard.
essing the hides and skins produced,

ore in addition as will produce 8,000 lbs.
4d. per 1b. and 3,500 lbs. at 1s. per Ib.

Ibs. tow, which will produce 121,400
of coarse linen, at 9d. per yard.

iz by (GO 81(3 f "*r- NIVERSITY
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In this number of labourers are included those who
would perform the offices of miller, baker, butcher, &ec.

To the 227 so occupied, must be added tradesmen,
and artificers, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, shoemakers,
tailors, hatters, miners, road-makers and others—say 53
more—making in all 330. But as the land improved by
spade cultivation, the number of persons required to
cultivate it would, for some years, annually diminish.

Then allowing cach person, on an average of men,
women, and children, to consume half-a-pound of flour,
half-a-pound of oatmeal, three quarters of a pound of
fruit, three pounds of potatoes, &c. a quarter of a pound
of beef, mutton, &c. and a pint and an half of milk, or
what it would produce in butter or cheese, daily, 1000
people would consume yearly :—

. & -5 d.
Of Flour 182,5001bs, at 1s.6d. per stone 1015 8 63§
Oatmeal 182,5001bs. at 1s. per do. 676 15 8}
Fruit 278,750lbs, at 1s. per do. 977 18 6%
Potatoes 1,095,0001bs. at 1d. per do. 326 2 10
Beetandl o) 950lbs. at 24. perib. 60 8 4
Milk 547,500 pints at 1d. per pint, 2281 5 O
Broad cloth 2,500 yards, at 12s. per yd. 1,500 0 0
Linen 6,000 yards, at Is. 2d per yard 350 0 0
Leather 3,000Ibs, at 1s. 4d. o B00 7O e
2,000lbs. at 1s.0d. ;
Incidentals - - 150 0 O
£8,887 9 O
Food and clothes for each individual, averaging
men women and children for a year, £8 6 9
Do. ditto a week, i 0. 3 ﬂi
Do. ditto a Cay, - 0 0.5 ,

By taking the above consumption from the produce, we
bave the following surplus :— '

Flour, Oatmeal Potatoes, &c. Fruit Flxad.

' 1bs. 1bs. lbs. Ibs. hhds.
Produce 250,880 183,610 2,004,166 482,375 3838

Coﬂ:ﬂmp'} 182,500 182,500 1,095,000 273,750 —
Surplus . 68,380 1,110 909,166 208,625 338

R ey GD" gle HA i-'.‘;'-f-..;?.': ‘IH w"ll
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In this number of labourers are included those whe
would perform the offices of miller, baker, butcher, &c.

To the 227 so occupied, must be added tradesmen,
and artificers, such as blacksmiths, carpenters, shoemakers,
tailors, hatters, miners, road-makers and others—say 53
more—making in all 830. But as the land improved by
spade cultivation, the number of persous required to
cultivate it would, for some years, annually diminish.

Then allowing cach person, on an average of men,
women, and children, to consume half-a-pound of flour,
half-a-pound of oatmeal, three quarters of a pound of
fruit, three pounds of potatoes, &c. a quarter of a pound
of beef, mutton, &c. and a pint and an half of milk, or
what it would produce in butter or cheese, daily, 1000
people would consume yearly :—

- . & =8 d.
Of Flour 182,5001bs, at 1s.6d. perstone 1015 3 63
Oatmeal 182,5001bs. at 1s. per do. 676 15 8
Fruit 273,7501bs, at 1s. per do. 977 18 6
Potatoes 1,095,0001bs. at 1d. per do. 326 2 10
Beefandl o) o50lbs. at 2d. per Ib. 760 8
M A 50lbs. at per : 4
Milk 547,500 pints at 1d. per pint, 2281 5 O
Broad cloth 2,500 yards, at 12s. per yd. 1,500 0 0
Linen 6,000 yards, at Is. Qd per yard 350 0 0
Leather 3,000lbs, at 1s. 4d. } 0 0
2,0001bs. at 1s.0d
Incidentals - 150 0 0
£8,837 9 0
Food and clothes for each individual, averaging
men women and children for a year, £8 6 9
Dao. ditto a week, - 0 3 2}
Do. ditto a day, ks 0 0 54

By taking the above consumption from the produce, we
have the following surplas :—

Flour, Oatmeal Potatoes, &c. Fruit Fixad.
. Ibs. Ibs. lbs. Ibs.  hhds,
Produce ~ 250,880 183,610 2,004,166 482,375 338
C‘:‘;;g““"} 182,500 182,500 1,095,000 278,750 —

Sutplus « . 68,380 1,110 909,166 208,625 538

jtized by (GO gle HAR . VERSITY
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Milk,&c. Bt?::: ::t' Brd.cloth. Linen Leathr

pints. 1bs. yds. yds. Ibs.
Produce 691,200 188,920 8,700 137,400 6,500

C‘;‘;:":“P'} 547,500 91,250 2,500 6,000 5,000

Surplus 143,700 42,670 1,200 131,400 1,500

N. B. The flax-seed sown is estimated, with other seeds
on the debit of this account, at the rate of four bushels per
acre. There is, therefore, none deducting when taking the
consumption from the produce.

Then 68,3801bs. of flour, at 1s. 6d. per stone, {966 6 4
1,110lbs. of oaumeal, at Is. per ditto, $19 8 ‘
909,1661bs. of potatoes, at 1d. per ditto, 270 11 8
208,6251bs. of fruit, at 10d. per ditto, 620 18 1
338 hhds. of flaxseed, at 35s. per hhd. 591 10 O
148,700 pints of milk, at 1d. per pint, . 598 15 0
42,6701bs. of beef, mutton, or bacon, at k.
2d. per pound, Sab1AM 8
1,200 yds. of broad cloth, at 12s. peryard 720 0 0
181,400 yds. of linen, at 1s. 2d. per yard, 7,665 0 0
1,500 lbs. of leather, at 1s. per lb, 570 O
£11,267 12 O
Deduct incidentals, £150 0 0
Do. hides bought, say 40, at45s. 90 0 0 -
240 0 O
. £11,027 12 ©

Thus, from the labour of 330 people, aided by ma-
chinery, 1000 acres would be kept in the highest state of
cultivation, and the produce manufactured—1000 people
fully supplied with food and clothes—and a surplus of
agricultural and manufactured produce created, which, at

- the lowest state of the Dublin markets, could be sold for
#£11,027: 12s. which the community would always be .
enabled to dispose of, as it would be a real surplus, after
:'o}lr the members of the community were amply provided

|
|
|
|
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In a working polpulntion of 1000 persons, in the or-
dinary proportions of men, women and children, there are
785 competent to labour, after allowing the usual number
for young, sick and aged,—but supposing only two-thirds
(666) out of 1000, deducting, therefore, 380 from 666,
and allowing 16 for those employed as superintendents
and-teachers, there would remain® 320 to be employed in
manu acturing whatever might be useful, in demand, and
best o lapted to the localities of the situation. The value
of the labour of persons so trained, instructed and em-
ployed, would soon be made to exceed 10s. per week ; but
estim:ting it at 6s. its yearly amount would be

£4992 0 0
To which add surplus of land produce, 11,027 12 O

#£16,019 12 0

From this sum of #£16,019: 12s. there is to be de-
ducted interest of capital, to be expended in forming the
improved domestic arrangements, rent of land, if rented,
or the interest of the purchase money, if the land be pur-
chased, tithes, national and local tgxes, with the annual
risk on stock and crop,

The expense of building a village to accommodate
1000 persons, including church, chapel, and places of
worship for dissenters, schools, library, inn, &c. and fur-
nishing the whole, according to estimates accurately made,
amounts to #£35,000,

#85,000 at 5 per cent. interest, and 5 per cent.

charged for wear and tear, per ann.  #£8,500
750 estimated value of implements nec

- for 1000 acres, under spade cultivation,
which at 20 per cent. is “er 150

2500 estimated value of machinery for the

woollen & linen manufactories, bleach-
- ing and tanning, at 20 per cent. 500

% In order to give the greatest advantages to such a population, it is

mecessary that such mauufactures should be established on the estate, suffi-
cient to employ the surplus hands. _
\ Q

Go: gle
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1000 Value of 100 cattle, at 10l each,
1000 Do. of 1,100 sheep, at 20s. each, - 105
tﬁgether 2,1001. which at 5 per cent. is '

250 Manure—this would be produced by the
community for their own use, except for
the three first years, but say per ann. 250

770 Seeds of all kinds yearly ive 770
Rent at 80s. per acre, or interest of
purchase money, « 1500
Tithes at 6s. 81{ per acre on the whole, 834
Taxes and public burdens, aod 834

4575 estimated amount of labour in cultivat-
ing the land during the first year, while

the buildings are erecting, 5 per cent. 229
Oak and larch bark, and ingredients for ‘
tanning and bleaching, 800
Incidentals, arising variously, ot 200
#£45,945 Debt. Yearly charge, £8,172

The account will then stand thus:—

Dr. To annual charges, - £8,172 0 0 #£— — —
Cr. By value of agricultu- ! - i
ral and manufactured

surplus produce, .. 11,027 12 0
By value of manufac-
turers’ labour, v s 4992 0 0

Yearly profit, 7,847 12 0

£16,019 12 0 16,019 12 0

Thus, a surplus yearly income of £7,847 will be pro-
vided to pay off a debt of £45,945, which the community
would be enabled to redeem in less than eight years from
the commencement of the establishment, allowing two
years to put it in full activity. '

Under spade cultivation, the produce will be greatly
increased in quantity, and also in value, by raising plants,
yielding a greater quantity of human food. In a few years,
the produce will exceecr one-half more than has been
stated, which, with the increased value of the crops, will
be amply sufficient, (including the value of the labour of

ot vy (GOOGe
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those employed in manufactures,) to provide food and
clothes, and all the necessaries of life, for upwards of 4000
people.

CALCULATION SECOND,

Showing the result from the industry of 1000 people,
wholly employed in agriculture, and manufacturing the
produce.

Suppose an association of 1000 people, to rent or
purchase as much land as would give full employment to
the working part of the community, in cultivating the soil,
and manufacturing and disposing of the produce.

In the foregoing calculation, it has been shewn, that
in a working population of 1000, there are, at the very
least, 666 competent to labour—that 830 are sufficient to
cultivate 1000 acres, manufacture the produce, and per-
form the labour of the other domestic offices,—cooking,
baking, making wearing apparel, &c. for 1000 people.

If, from the 330, we deduct 45, the number of those
employed in domestic offices, there remain 285 for the
cultivation of 1000 acres, and manufacturing the produce;
and if 45 and 16, the number of those employed in do-
mestic offices, and as superintendents and teachers, be
deducted from 666, there remain 605 to be employed as
cultivators, manufacturers, artisans and tradesmen,—then
if 285 can cultivate and manufacture the produce of 1000
acres, 605 would be able to cultivate and manufacture the

preduce of 2122 acres, supposing the land of the same
~ quality, and arranged as before, viz.—

' Acres.  Produce of flour, mtz:a!, &e.
Of Wheat, _

4 - 278 544,880 lbs.
Oats, - 255 - 888,775 do.
Potatoes, - 174 8,897,600 do. ..

-Orchard, - 62 488,470 do. of roots and

€ 996,800 do. of fruit.
i vegetables,

wiizeavy GO -gl(’,
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201,600 do. of scutch flax.

Flax TR j'i'ﬂ':) hhds. flaxseed,

r Would feed 212 cows and
bullocks, producing 950,400
pints of milk, or 86,960Ibs,
butter, or 102,3001bs. cheese,
and 91,3921bs. of beef, and
the hides of 102 bullocks,
which would be slaughtered

Turnipy . 170
Vetches & clover, 256

= =8

| yearly.
Turoip . . 85 Wuuld feed 2,340 sheep,
Vetches, rape or producing 234-,00011)5 of
clover, Rl mutton, and 16,380 lbs. of
Pasture, . 820 {wool yearly.
Offals from { Producing 12,000 lbs. of
dairy, &c. bacon.

Site of buildings, 82

Eemm o= o=

Total 2122 acres.

16,3801bs. of wool might be manufactured into 7,900
yards broad cloth, worth 125 per yard.—201,600 lbs. of
scutch flax m fht be manufactured iuto 259,000 yards of
linen, at 1s. 8d. per yard, and 34,200 yards coarse ditto,
at 9d. per yard, or 298,200 yards, at 1s. 2d. per yard.

Tannery would manufacture the hides and skins pro-
duced into 5000lbs. of ‘leather, at 1s. 4d. per lb.—and
7,5001bs. light ditto, at 1s. per ditto. |

The produce, consumptmn and surplus, would stand
as under :—

Flour. Oatmeal Potatoes,&c. Fruit Flxsd.
Ibs. lbs. lbs. Ibs.  hhds.
Produce 544,880 883,775 4,336,000 996,800 720

c““'““‘l"} 182,600 182,500 1,095,000 279,750 —

'Smplul 562,980 201,25 8,241,000 729,080 720

/Gougle | HARVARD.LIN
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Milk,&ec. B;ef l;:ut Brd.cloth, Linen Leathr

pints. lbs yds. yds. Ibs.
Produce 950,400 837,892 7,900 293,200 12,500

Cutri:;k;mp 547,500 91,250 2,500 6,000 5,000

Surplus 402,900 246,142 5,400 287,200 7,500

E——

Then 862,3801lbs. of flour, at 1s. 6d. per stone, £1.941 6 5
201,2751bs. of oatmeal, at 1s, per ditto, 718 16 9
8,241,000Ibs. of potatoes, at 1d. per ditto, 964 11 8
7283,050!bs. of fruit, at 10d. per ditto, 2,151 18 8
720 hhds. of flaxseed, at 85s. per hhd. 1,260 0 0
402,900 pints of milk, at 1d. per pint, 1,678 13 0O
246,142lbs. of beef, mutton, or bacon, at

" 2d. pér pound, $,061:015 8
5,400 yds. of broad cloth, at 12s. per yd. 8,240 0 0
287,200 yds. of linen, at 1s. 2d.per yard, 16,753 6 8
7,500 Ibs, of leather, at 1s. per Ib. S8 g 0"

81,134 18 10

The expense of building a village .for the accom-
modation of 1,000 persons, including church, chapel,

schools, &c. as before, : ] #£85,000
Additional farm offices, ; 5,000
Qi 21 40l 40,000

£40,000 at 10 per cent. : . £4,000

1,700 Estimated value of lmplementn for2,122
acres under spade husbandry, at 20 per
cent, T 340
6.000 Estimated vglue of machmery for woollen
and linen manulactories, bleaching, and fuLs
tanning, &c. at 20 per cent. . 1,200
2,180 Value of 218 cattle, at 10). each,
9,34-0 Ditto of 2,840 sheep, at 20s. each 228
~making 51-,4601 whu:L at 5 per cent.E iYAr

aao Manure annoall LR
1,600 Seeds of all kmeﬂ yeaﬁiy; iaels 1,600
. Rent at 30s. per acre, or interest of pur-
c-h“e mﬂ“ﬂ}', . 1 . Mam :

«w Gougle



119

Tithes, at 6s. 8d. per acre on the whole 708
Taxes and public burdens, ' 708
Oak bark, and ingredients for tanning and
bleaching, &r. )

£10,500 Amount expended in labour in cultivating
the land, during the first year, while the

1,509

~ buildings are erecting, v 525
Incidentals, arising variously, . 500
64,860 Debt. Yearly charge, 15,087
The account will then stand thus:—
Dr. To annual charges, o1 ot vid LOSRET
Cr. By value of surplus produce, 31,134
Yearly profit, b 16,047

Thus from the industry of 1000 people, wholly em-
ployed in agriculture, and manufacturing the produce, a
surplus yearly income of 16,0471, will be provided to pay
off a_debt of 64,860l. which the community would be
enabled to do in less than six years from the commence-
ment of the establishment, allowing two years to put it in
full activity.

Value of surplug produce, 431,134 18 10
Ditto of produce consumed, 8,187 9 0

39,322 7 10

Therefore, it appears, that 1000 people so employed
under these arrangements, would create sufficient produce
in value to feed and clothe nearly 5000 people, without
taking into account the increased productiveness of the
soil, which, in the course of a few years, under the system
of management recommended, would, at least, exceed one
half more than has been stated.

. CALCULATION THIRD,
Eoe W ings g g O FELE 10 OINE"ORG,
Showing the result from the industry of 1000 people em-
ployed principally in agriculture, their manufactures
being limited to the supply of their own consumption.

It has.been shown by the 'fm-':egning #qlcu].alions, that
thexe are 666 persons competent to labour, in a working
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population of 1000, and that 205 are sufficient to cultivate
1000 Irish acres, manufacture the produce, to feed and
clothe 1000 people, and dispose of the surplus.

If from 205 be deducted 45, the number which would
be emploved in managing the dormitories, educating the
children, makingwearing apparel, cooking, baking, &c. &e.
there remain 160 for the cultivation of the 1000 acres,—
and if 45 and 16, the number of those employed in do-
mestic offices, and as suptrmtﬂndenta and teachers, be
deducted from 666, there remain 605 to be employed in
agriculture.

Then if 160 can cultivate 1000 acres, 605 would be
able to cultivate 3800 acres of the same description of land,
and arranged as before, viz,—

Acres Produce of flour, meal, &c.
Of Wheat - 850 1,666,000lbs.

Oats ~ 720 ° 1,083,6001bs.
Potatoes - 260 5,818,200lbs.
1,607,740lbs. of fruit.
Orchard - 100 % 750,700 do. of roots and ve-
getables,
~9,4501bs. of scutch flax, which
Flax B Y would manufacture into 18,

740 yards 4-4 10-100 linens,
and 32 hhds. of flax-seed.
" Would feed 390 cows and bul-
locks, producing 1,555,200
pints of milk, or 60,480lbs.
Turnip - 335 of butter—or 167,400lbs. of
Clover & vetches 455  cheese,—188,160lbs. of beef,
- and the hides of 210 bullocks,
which would be slaughtered

| yearly.
Pasture - 550 ( Would feed 4,150 sheep, pro-
Turnip - 165 ducing 415,000lbs. of mut-
Vetches, rape or 1 ton, and 29,000lbs. of wool,
clover - 805 | yearly.

Offals from the whole, would

produce 18,000lbs. bacon -
vearly, :

i Gougle
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Site of buildings,
roads, &c. 45

8800 Acres.
The produce, consumption and surplus will stand thus:

Flour. Oatmeal. Potatoes,&c. Fruit. Flxsd.
Ibs. Ibs. 1bs. Ibs. hhds.

Produce, 1,666,000 1,083,600 6,548,900 1,607,740 32

c":i;‘:l“’f"} 182,500 182,500 1,095,000 278,750

Surplus, 1,483,500 901,100 5,453,900 1,383,890 32

————

Milk, &c. Beef& mut. Wool. Linen.

pints. Ibs. Ibs. yds.
Produce, 1,555,200 621,160 29,000 18,740
Constmp-1. 24v"500 91,250 5,200 6,000

tion.

Surplus, ] .00'?,706 529,9 1; 28 ,BGO 7,740

N. B.—5.2001bs. of wool wounld produce 2,500 yards of
broad cloth, for the use of the community.

Then 1,483,500 1bs, of flour, at 1s.6d. per stone £7,247 6 5
901,100 Ibs. of oatmaal, at 1s. per do, 8,218 4 3
5,453,900 lbs, of potatoes, at 1d.perdo. 1,623 3 8
1,333,990 1bs. of fruit, at 10d. per do. 3,970 4 2

32 hhds of flaxseed, at 35s, 56 0 0

1,007,700 Fints of milk, at 1d. 3 4,198 15 0
529,919 Ibs. of beef & mutton, &c.at<2d 4,415 18 4
23,800 lbs. of wool, at 9d. per Ib. 892 10 0

7,740 yards of linen, at 1s.2d. per yd. 451 10 0

210 hides at 40s. . . 420 0 0

: 27,193 11 10
From this must be deducted as much as )
will purchase those articles not provided
by the community, viz. leather £300
Suncﬂ-ies N A 150
—_— 450 0 0

£26,745 11 10

Gougle



12¢

The expence of building a village for the accommoda-
tion of 1000 people, mcludlng church, chapel, schools,

&c. as before . ; ; . £'35,000
Additional farm uﬂices : ! 5,000
40,000

£, s d

£40,000 at per cent, : 4,000 0 O

8,000 Estimated value of melemt*nts for
8,800 acres, under spade husban-
dry, at 20 per cent. . . . 600 0 O
1000 Do. machinery for linen and
woollen mnllufactor}' at 20 per cent.200 0 O

#£44,000

3,900 Value of 390 cattle, at 10l each,
4,150 Do. of 4,150 sheep, at 20s. each,

making 8,0501. which at 5 per cent.is 402 10 0
800 Manure annually . e 800 0 O
2,500 Seeds of all kinds )ear]y ; 2,500 0 0O
Rent at 30s. per acre, or interest
of purchase money o 5700 0 O
Tithes at 6s. 8d. per acre . 1,266 6 8
Taxes and public burdens . 1,266 6 8
Ingredients for bleaching, &c. 100 0 0
17,000 Amount expended in labour in
cultivating the land during the
first year, while the buildings are
erecting S er 87, o 850 0 O
%! Incidentals arising variously 400 0 0O
£72,850 18,085 3
Dr. To annual charge s £18,085
Cr. By value of surplus ploduee £26,743

Yearly profit 8,658

. £26,743 26,748

Thus from the industry of 1000 p fple, employed prin-
cipally in agriculture, and in manufactures only to the
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extent of their own consumption, a surplus. yearly incoma
of 8,6581. will be provided to pay off the debt of 72,3501
which the community would be enabled to do in about
nine years, allowing, as before, two years to put the esta-
blishment in active operation.

Value of surplus produce 196,743
Ditto of produce consumed, 8,187
£34,930

By comparing that part of the produceiconsumed by
the community with the whole produce, it appears that
1000 people so employed in agriculture, would create suf-
ficient produce, both in quantity and value, to feed and
clothe upwards of 4000 people, without taking into ac-
count the increased productiveness of the soil, which, un-
der the proposed system of spade husbandry, would at
least exceed one-half more than has been stated. -

CALCULATION FOURTIH,

Showing the result from the labour of 1000 people,
employed principally in manufactures, and cultivating
only such a quantity of land as may yield sufficient a-
gricultural produce for their own consumption.

If the localities of any situation should render it more
advantageous to employ the greater part of the populati-
on, in manufactures, the following statement will shew the
quantity of land and labour necessary to provide food and
clothes for 1000 people, and the value of the surplus labour
employed in manufacturing whatever might be most likely
to meet a demand in the markets of the country.

It has been shewn by the foregoing calculations, that
1000 people would consume yearly 182,500 lbs. ef flour,
182,500 lbs. of oatmeal, 1,095,000 Ibs. of potatoes, 278,750
Ibs. of fruit, 547,500 pints of milk, 91,250 lbs. of beef, mut-
ton, &c. 2,500 yards of cloth, 6000, yards. of linen, and
5000 lbs. of leather: to prodace which it will require:

Wheat, . y . 94 acres, and 17 labourers
Oats, . : : . 12} ditto, and ' 14 ditto,
Potatoes, . . . 48 ditto,and 19 ditto..
‘Orchard, > ! . 15 ditto, and 7 ditto.
Flax, . [ : . 9 ditto, and 3 ditto. *
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Turnip, vetches, and clover, 155 ditto, and 20 ditto.
Turnip, rape, and pasture, 135 ditto, and 8 ditto,

Buildings, &ec. 20 ditto,

Total acres, 597
Manufacture of wool into cloth, : . 8 ditto,
Ditto of linen, : ; : : . 9 ditto.
‘I'radesmen and artisans, . - . 30 ditto,

Total labourers, - o

By the above it appears, that 597 acres, and 1385
labourers, are necessary to provide food and clothes, and
other necessarics, for 1000 people; allowance being made
in land and labour to create a surplus, sufficient to pur-
chase such necessary articles as cannot be advantageously
produced by the community.

If from 666 be deducted 185, and 10 the number of
teachers and superintendents, there remain 521, to be
employed in manufacturing whatever might be useful, in
demand, or best adapted to the localities of the situation.
The value of the labour of these 521 individuals, at 6s.a
week, is, yearly, 8,1271. 12s.

The expence of building a village for the accommo-
dation of 1000 people, including church, chapel, school,
&e. on a farm of 600 acres, is estimated at 30,0001,
30,0001. at 5 per cent. interest, and 5 per cent.

for wear and tear, i : £3000

460 Value of implements, at 20 per cent. is, 92

500 Value of machinery, which at 20 per centis 100
1,300 Value of cattle and sheep stock wh:cl:,

72V at iparcent,is § sudd vam it (O
150 Manure | . T ahe '_-'.- 6 oo 1,150,
400 Seeds of all kinds - . ' [ 400

Rent, at 80s. pet acte, or mteresf of '
, urchase money 896
'\ ' Tithes at 6s. 8. per acre, on 597 acres,  «. 1'199
Taxes and public burdens . Pnil 198

2,700 Estimated amount paid for labour durmg

the first year . $ % . 185
Incidentals arising variously i ! 300
#£85,510 Debt ' ~ Yearly charge £5,536
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The account in this case will stand thus:

Dr. to annual charges £5,586 0 0
Cr. By value of manufacturers, :
labour 2 : : - 8,127 0 ©
Yearly profit 2,591 0 O
£8,127 .6."0

These calculations have been made in ull respects to
the disadvantage of the productions, or profitable results
of the proposed associations,—All practical men, who are
masters of the subject, and by whom the calculations have
been examined, admit their correctness, and allow that
the case would justify a still more favorable statement,—
but, as they now stand, they are amply sufficient to de-
monstfate that there is not any necessity for a single in-
dividual to remain much longer in poverty, or to be
precluded from the means of procuring any of those com-
forts, which human nature requires for health, peace of

mind, and real enjoyment.

That a surplus may thus be created by every work-
ing portion of the human race, much greater than has
ever yet becn produced, no practical man can entertain
any doubt. It is also evident, that, by the arrangements
proposed, the working classes, or the actual producers of
all wealth, will attain, atlength, their right place in soci-
ety, and enjoy something like a fair proportion of the
benefits which they produce so lavishly for others. All
the valuable faculties, and the amiable dispositions of hu-

man nature, may thus be called into full action over the

world, by the right education and employment 6f every

individual—and peace, order, and real virtue be permas
AR G

nently established among mankind.

The prospect before us is truf't so great aﬁd gloriou.u“

and delightful, that [ feel some difficulty in turning away
from the contemplation of it. I must, however, direct
your attention to other views, though of a less inviting na-
ture, that you may be enabled to understand, in detail, the

ractical measures by which you are to relieve yourselves

rom the poverty and ignorance, and degradation, under

which your country has so long suffered.

Gougle



‘.I ..-

126

You have scen with how mueh ease an abundant
supply of all things may be now created for the use of
man. Bat, according to the present system of the world,
it signifies little how much is, or can be, created, unless
reserving only a very liitle portion for ourselves, we can
cither force or cajole some parties, it matters not whom,
whether friends or foes, to receive from us a large quantity
of our most valuable productions after we have carried
thent many thousand of miles to their doors—and to give
us, in exchange for them, asmall quantity of their least
useful commodities; although, with a tenth or a twentieth
part of all this cost and trouble, we could far better sup-
ply eurselves at home with articles to suLnersede these, of
much greater intrinsic value. Thus, while each portion
of the earth could be converted into a terrestrial paradise,
by the well-directed indusiry of its inhabitants, annually
creating an abundance for all, mankind exert far more in-
dustry and incur the most extraordinary risks, in the pur-
suits of a foreign commerce, which, when apparently the
most successful, is the most injurious to them.

Neither is it sufficient for man, as he has been hither-
to trained, instructed and governed, that he should pos-
sess the most ample means of creating real wealth—he
must also have it represented by metals of little intrinsic
value, of which a very small quantity, comparatively
speaking, can be found,—and of which it is not only
difficult, but impossible for the greater part of mankind
to obtain what .is necessary for so irrational a course of

proceeding, 32

++. Frofa this eause hgve resulted the most complicated
teansactions of . business, constituting what is called
foreign and domestic commerce, or a general system of
buying and selling, or exchanging praductions for metals ;
by means of which, men’'seek to-_.suijplﬁ themselves, in the
best manner, as they imagine, with all they want, This
syatem, althongh it bas ever been injurious to mankind,

was yet endurable so long as manual Jzbour remained of

sufficient valuc to enable a working man to maintain his
family in some degree of comfort,—or as long as the sup-
ply of the wants of the world was less than the means
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afforded by the value of manual labour to purchase such
supply. As soon, however, as scientific power, or the
improvements, inventions and discoveries in mechanism
and chemistry, and the arts, had advanced so far as 10 be
applied to supersede mauual labonr, and were brought
into direct competition with it, increasing the supply pro-
digiously on the one hand, and diminishing, on the uther,
the means of purchasing that supply—the system of buying
and selling for metals became extremely inconvenient.—
It is da'ly increasing our en barra: sments, and will soen
be discovered to be so injurious to the interests of all par-
ties, and so destructive of the prosperity of society, that
it must at length be abandoned, as being altogether in-
compatible with the new state of things which bas arisen,
Commercial exchanges, to the limited extent within which
they will be useful, and required in a rational .state of
society, onght to be made threugh some convenient medi-
um which would represent the real value, or the amount
of labour contained in each article to be exchanged. For
the very short period duting which these exchanges will
be necessary, a paper representative, or notes (prepared
according to the plan lately submitted to the bank of
England, by Applegath and Cowper,) representing any
number of days’ labour, or part of a day’s laboar, would
render the use of gold and silver, except for foreign ex-
changes, entirely nunnecessary. |

The standard of value being labour, and the neces-
sary preliminary arrangements being formed, notes re-
presenting labour would be given for every article when
finished, according to the amount of labour that may be
contained in it,—thatamount being previously ascertained,
and determined with reference to each article, by the
parties who may agree to produce and exchange upon
this simple principle.  All bargaining, or desire to take
advantage of each ather, would at once cease,—insincerity
would no longer characterize the proceedings of com-
merce,—every ong’s labour would easily supply him with
the necessaries and comforts of life,—poverty would soon
be unknown,—the representative of wealth, while it would
always be commensurate with the amount of wealth creat-
ed, would actually stand for what it purported to do; the
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wealth in society, and the notes representing it, would be,
at all times, equal in amount,—and the security of the
system might be of the most certain and complete des-
cription.

But as soon as this subject of wealth shall be fully
comprehended,—as soon as the direct means of producing,
distributing and consuming it, to the greatest advantage
of all parties, shall be known—it will at once be perceived,
that any standard of value, or medium of exchange, will
be of very little use to society. Al will feel a far greater
desire to give than to receive—and all, in consequence,
will readily obtain whatever can be desired, or wished in
the state of society in which they will be placed.

Under these improved arrangements, or rather in
this new world about to be created out of the old, to pro-
duce abundantly whatever can be of real use to man, will
be but a sport and a pastime—nothing more, in fact, than
a pleasant exercise, and a most desirable means of en-
enjoying the best state of health and spirits. Commerce,
in the common acception of the term, will cease; and
with it will be extinguished the vile spirit which the
system has produced. If T am right, law will become
entively useless, fortunately for its professors and their
clients. It has ever been a system of gross injustice,

g .sinabliug the strong in wealth to oppress the weak in purse,

aud is the source trom whence a maltitnde of bad and
most injurious feelings continually spring. IfIam right,
wars will be at an end. The immorality, and the uni-
formly grievous consequences resulting from them, will
become too glaring to have any support among rational
beings, who understand the justice of kindness, and the
overwhelming influence which it may possess over all that
has life. IF I am right, forms and ceremonies of religion
will graduvally diminish, until none—mere forms and
ceremonies I mean—will remain in the world ; for each
individual who shall hereafter come into existence shall
be far more divinely trained, educated, and placed in
life, than any divines have ever yet been. In this man-
ner, he will have, as he ought, a direct converse with his
Creator, and be much more competent to instruct, than
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any of the teachers of the past or present times. 'Fhe
knowledge of the Lord will thus, and thus alone, be
made to cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. If
you really wish for this happy period to arrive, you must
exert all your faculties, to hasten the introduction, every
where, of those arrangements, under which alone the
prophecies can ever be fulfilled. See you not the signs
of the times, when old things are about to pass away,
and when all things are to become new? See vou not
an irresistible cause why this change must now be ac-
complished ? Have you not seen, or if you have not
seen, have yon not heard of the misery, which these old
things inflict upon the Irish peasant, and upon a large,
a very large portion of human nature? And do you
not discover, even by a mere representaticn ot the pew
order of things, how speedily such a change will remove
the evils of the old world, and render one and all heartily
inclined to put away those abominations from among us,
and to embrace a system which will ensure to al/; ad-
vantages, such as none_have yet enjoyed ?

It has been told you that the change shall come upon
you like a thief in the night; and who, even during the
last night which has passed, dreamed or imagined that
this change was at hand 7—What power can now stay
its course 7 What human being has an interest to put
the slightest obstacle in the way of its instant and uni-
versal introduction? All governments must co-operate
with their pcople in this great work, or they will no
longer be of any use, but an evil in the world, and their
power will be paralyzed, for human nature will cease to
give them support in opposition to itself; yet, each of
their subjects will be ready to lend them the most willing
service to carry the proposed change into instant effect.

But will any objector to our views of human nature
yet say—** this state of abundance, of improved health,
and highly augmented happiness, will lead to so great an
increase of population, that the world will speedily be
overstocked with inhabitants, until at last we shall be
obliged even to eat each other.”
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As leng as the earth remains a desert for want of
people—as long as science makes such rapid advances in
giving man new aid to his natural powers—and as long as
a thousand persons, out of the most miserable population
now in existence, can provide subsistance amply sufficient
for three thousand, we have no great reason, I'think, to
to apprehend that evil will arise from any addition which
it is possible te make to the present population of the
earth. On the contrary, each child that may come into
the world, will, it appears to me, be a gain to all those
previously in existance; and in consequence of improve-
ments derived from science, the greater the number of
people under the new arrangements, the less proportion
of manual labour will be required from each, and the
greater the choice every one will have of intelligent, kind,
and affectionate friends.

The real gain and wealth of the world will then con-
sist in the numbtr of its inhabitants, and it will be time
enough to think of redundancy of population, when it
shall cease to be in our power to create a vast excess of
productions.

Do not the seriptures command us to increase and
multiply and replenish the earth ? Have we done so? We
have exerted ourselves with some effect to destroy and to
desolate ; but little have we done in the spirit of the scrip-
tural injunction, During centuries past, the population
of the world has been nearly as it now is, and the earth
is scarcely less a waste than ever, 1t is better cultivated
in some districts, while others, which were as the garden
of Eden, and which teemed with inhabitants, are now
almost abandoned by man; and his place is occupied by
the beasts of the forest, or left wild as the desert,

Thus have I, imperfectly, described to you the out-
lines of those measures which are calculated, not only to
relieve the immediate distress of Ireland, but speedily to
remove the evils, which at this hour are weighing down,

with sorrow and misery, so many millions upon millions
of our fellow creatures.
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I have conscientiously stated to you what the princi-
ple is, upon the new system is founded, and I have sub-
mitted to you the facts, which have so clearly and foreci-
bly impressed me with a conviction of its truth. In doing
this, I have discharged a duty to you, and to all my fellow
creatures, paramount, in my mind to every other con-
sideration--and having discharged it openly and publicly,
as many of you witnessed, at a former meeting, and having
thus given universal publicity to that principle, in conse-

uence of which it is now necessary and inevitable that it
be fully and fairly canvassed and examined, I feel a satis-
faction which amply repays me, not only for the time
occupied, and the expense and inconvenience incured by
my journey to this country, but for all the past exertions
and sacrifices of my life. For I feel assured that now the
period is rapidly approaching, when the cause of error
and evil in human society must be withdrawn, and when,
consequently, the happiness of my fellow creatures will be
permanently secured. It is now impossible that this island
can much longer submit to the misery with which it is
afflicted, for every individual in the country has a direct
interest in its removal,—and I well know it is not to be
removed by any less change, or by any otker change, than
that which I have, though very imperfectly, explained to
you; and which, whatever may be the feelings of the mo-
ment, you will all of you, at length, assuredly agree to adopt,

I pledge myself to show you how the practice of the
system which I have recommended, may be adopted
without interfering with any of your previously received
religious notions. !

Kunowing human nature as I do, and being aware
how necessarily and certainly it has been hitherto divided
and subdivided into creatures of mere localities, and how
utterly impossible it is that the individuals, by any efforts
of their own, can escape from their thraldom, and how
surely they are made most conscientiously to believe, that
their own localities, from which they receive all their
ideas, are vastly superior to the localities by which others
are encompassed—I could not, knowing all this, devise
measures that would necessarily interfere with sentiments
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created by such circumstances. My design, undoubtedly,
is, to raise all above the errors and evils of these llmited
circles. But in doing this, I adopt nature’s own course,
and attempt not to force the human mind, for it cannot
be forced. My object is to place new facts before the
minds ot all whu hﬂve been injured by such localities,—
and if I am right and they are wrong, they will, of them-
selves, at their leisure, relinquish w mt is f‘ulse, and re-
ceive what is true. Itis, then, by an appeal to facts, irre-
sistible to the human mind, that I can alone expect the
acquiescence of mankind in the change proposed, and their
zealous co-operation.

It is a fact, which all men, who possess the faculty of
comparison and reflection, will admit, that human nature
is essentially influenced by the circumstances in which it
is placed from birth.

An assent to this fact, compromises no religious opi-
nions—no one prejudice b, locality ; and it is all that is
necessary from any one,—and all must yield it.

Then, if circumstances do essentially influence the
formation of the human character, the next inquiry is,
what circumstances influence to good, and what to evil,—
and. again, we inquire—does society possess the power to
withdraw those which influence to evil, and to replace
them by others of which the tendency is beneficial ?

The existing state of the world proves that the science
of the influence of circumstances has never been under-
stood—that it is at this moment altogether hidden from
society,—because, as soon as it should be known, the
means of changing the misery of the world into happiness,
would become obvious to every one, and quite easy of
practice. '

Had this science been known, the British and Irish
vernments would not have permitted the sufferings of
eir subjects to exist in any degree,—for I have reason

to know, that his excellency the Lord Lieutenant came
over to this country, withan ardent desire to relieve the
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distresses of the Irish peasant and the embarrassments of
all parties. And my communications, on former occasi-
ons, with various members of the present cabinet, lead
me to believe that they are sincerely anxious to discover
the cause of the misery which so generally prevails in the
empire, and of which a great majority of the people so
justly complain.

But the governments of both countries—such, fortu-
nately, is our situation—must act wizk the majority of the
reflecting and most intelligent part of the population.
They have not the power, nor do I think they have any
wish, to act against public opinion, when that opinion is
decidedly expressed. 'They, therefore, can render me no
service in this cause until an adequate degree of interest
on the subject shall be created in the public mind—and
until I can convince the public not only that the present
mode of instructing and governing society is founded in
error, which all now admit, but that another and a better
system can now be developed, by which the government
may in future direct the affairs of this empire, and influ-
ence the conduct of every other nation and people in the
world.

I submit to you, then, that the plan which is now
before you, is well calculated to give immediate relief to
the Irish peasant, and to the working classes in every part
of the world—that it may be carried into practice without
any sacrifice from any one,—that every religious persua-
sion may adopt it, and yet preserve, as long as they desire
so to do, their respective modes of worship, unmolested
and undisturbed—that it is founded entirely upon the well
known influence of circumstances over human nature, re-
duced to a science, of which the results may be calculated
upon with as much certainty as those of the other sciences
or of the laws of nature,—that the state of Ireland is most
wretched, and that no other plan has been offered that is
founded on principles which justify any expectation of
relief,—that 1 now offer this plan for the calm consider-
ation of the Irish government, and I am ready te submit
to his excellency the Lord Licutenant and the Irish gov-
‘ernment, or the British government and legislature, the
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most full and ample explanation of its principles and de-
tails.

It has ever been my opinion, that any great change
in society—and the one I propose is the greatest that has
ever occurred in the history of our species—ought to be
effected by the existing authorities—by the legitimate or
acknowledged governing power of the country in which
the improvement is to be introduced. By this means due
deliberation will be obtained—the interest of all classes
and parties will come calmly under review,—haste and
violence will be avoided,—and when it can be made to
appear a decidedly beneficial - measure for the public at
large—and until then it ought not to be adopted—all will
cordially unite in carrying it into execution. And when
a government and people, possessing the resources now
existing in the British empiré, shall thus be induced to
adopt a practical plan of general relief, founded on scien-
tific principles—in how short a period will the poverty,
the violence, and the bad feelings, which now so univer-
sally prevail, be for ever removed from among us !

If this view of the subject be correct, the proper
course to pursue, it appears to me, would be, that this, or
some other meeting to be called for that purpose, should
petition both .houses of parliament, to take the plan pro-
posed~into their serious consideration. If after such
examination the principles should be found to be correct,
and the practice beneficial in all its consequences, I am’
prepared to show that the British and Irish governments,
and the British and Irish people, possess the most ample
means that can be desired to put the plan into immediate
exccution, and within so short a period as three monthsg
from the commencemwent of its practical operation, to
realize very important ndvantaﬁes. It is possible, nay
it will be found quite practicable and casy, to form
arrangements, which, within that time, shall give full and
benefﬁei\al employment toevery individual inthe three king-
doms who is now in want of it, who suffers, and whose
“family pine in want, because he has no means of applying
his iu(}ustrv. as he might, for the support of hiy ]E
his wife and children, and greatly to the benefit of the
state and soclety. A |
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And if those who are now forced to be idle, were so
employed, think, bit for one moment. of the crimes and
miseries which would be prévented—of the amount of
new wealth, real substantial wealth, of intrinsic value to
the whole of society, which, through their well directed
industry, would be thus created—of the vast numbers
whose minds would be thus prepared to receive every
kind, beneficient and good feeling, aud speedily lose even
the recollection of dissatisfaction and discontent. There
would then be no nightly. burnings, no midnight reb-
beries or murders, nor any necessity for so many of our
fellow-creatures to waste their time and powers in watch-
ing the movements of others. No, my friends, we should
experience a change that should dispel that despair, which
now, like a dark and foreboding cloud, hangs lowering
Over us.

But it will require time and calm consideration on
the part of our government and of parliament, thoroughly
to investigate a plan, such as that which it is proposed to

submit to their scrutiny. It presents a combination so

entirely new, both in principle and practice, that every
mind must, in the first instance, come to the consideration
of it, altogether unprepared.—It is a subject so foreign to
all the notions, feelings, and ideas which have been
hitherto impressed upon us, that, at first, it natarally.
alarms all our previous associations, and shakes them to.
their very foundation,

.. While, then, the British legislature and government
are thus occupied in an investigation, from the nature of
which, any practical results cannot be expected for some
time to arise out of it, shall the superior classes in this
island remain in a state of supineness—see its poverty,
conflagrations, discontent, violence, and misery, advance
day by day—and not make any effectual effort to check
and mitigate them? Think only of the sufferings ex-
perienced in one day by so large a portion of your fellow-
islanders, who have neither employment nor wholsome
fdnc}knpr decent clothing, nor proper shelter, nor good
instruction, nor any one moral or cheering circumstance
around them. And yet how easily, by a union of efforts
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well directed, you may, without any foreign aid whatever,
do much to mitigate the evils which now exist, and still
more, by removing the causes that produce them, prevent
their being experienced in the rising generation.

It is possible that by your union, and by a proper
application of your present means, without loss or sacri-
fice to any, you might, in a véry few months, put so
much of this system into activity, as would fully occupy
every unemployed hand in Ireland; for this is the first
step you must adopt to remove discontent and crime,
and to create new property for the use of those who are
now in poverty.

To accomplish this great work, a united effort must
be made, probably by the formation of a society com-
ﬁsml of the best and leading characters of all parties.

is Majesty would, no doubt, be happy to become the
patron of such a society, formed for such a purpose; and
his excellency the Lord Lieutenant, vice-patron. The
Lord Mayor of Dublin for the time being, might be
president, and the vice-presidents chosen from among the
nobility and leading characters in church and state. The

- directors, working committee, treasurers, sccretaries,

and other officers, to be chosen from among the most
respectable members of the intelligent classes in society,
and that without reference to party or sect. The society
may adopt any name that may be deemed the most ap-
propriate. Its object should be to collect funds to put
the industry of the. Irish nation into immediate activity,
under arrangements which would remove all obstacles to
the progress of industry, until the world shall be saturated
with wealth, and by which none of the original tunds
shall be dissipated, but be always on the increase, through
the properly directed labour of those, who are now obliged
to be idle %r want of employment.

The capital of the society might be unlimited,—be-
cause any amount of funds might be- immediately and
most advantageously employed, o

Such is.my confidence in the capability of these ar-
rangements to produce, with certainty, all the beneficial
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effects which have heen stated, and to create after the
first or second year an annual increase to the original
capital, that I will most willingly advance £1000, to
such a society, upon the conditions of being the last
member who shall receive either interest or capital, and
of being positively excluded from holding any situation
therein, either of Konor or emolument to myself, family,
or family connexions. I beg, however, that it may not
be supposed from this offer, that I possess a large fortune.
With my views, and considering the times which have
passed, I should be ashamed to have retained one.

Having gained liberally for myself and others, I have,
at all periods of my life, as freely expended ; and I have
for many years devoted as large a portion of my gains to
prepare society for the great change which 1 have at-
tempted to explain to you, as was compatible with my
own independence and the independence of my family,
m the rank of life in which for some time they have been
accustomed to life, and in which I consider.it my duty
to support them.

But as large as this expenditure has been for many
years past, on ﬁehalf of a system which appears to me so
competent to remove the poverty of all, and therefore be
paramount to every other consideration, } trust that no
one can say that any portion of it has been, at any time,
devoted to intemperance or personal vanity, either in
myself or any one of my family. T ought to apologize
for saying so much of the individual, when it is the ver
essence of the system which I advocate, to do away witﬁ
all individual considerations ; but finding reports in-
dustriously circulated,—by some,—that I possessed a very
large fortane, and could therefore, without inconvenience,
sacrifice large sums for any favorite object—and by others,
—that I was an adventurer, and wished to lead the public
into the support of measures for my own emolument, it
was as I thought, desirable to put an end to both these
erross, by stating the simple facts as they are.

If therefore out of my limited means £1000 shall be
appropriated to this cause, and 50, 80, or 100 noblemen
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and gentlemen, natives of the island, or personally in-
terested in the improvement of its population, will advance,
at 5 or 4 per cent. interest, an equal sum, then one ex-
periment at least may be commenced without delay.

I will find persons accustomed to, and experienced
in, the different departments of the proposed communities,
who will arrange and put in operation the practical parts
of the plan, until natives of the island shall be trained
to supersede them; for I shall not be satisfied until I see
the Irish communities solely managed by natives. And I
am very much indeed mistaken In my estimate of the
Irish character, if they could not, in a short time, be
easily induced, by a full and fair representation of what
is intended for their advantage, and for the permanent
prosperity of Ireland, to lend their attention to the
acquisition of all the knowledge that will be requisite for
the proper management of these concerns, so as to ensure
~many immediate beneficial results, and at no distant
period, complete success to the whole system.

In the foregoing calculations, 42 bushels of wheat,
and 66 bushels of oats, are stated as the produce of an
Irish acre, under spade cultivation, which is equal to 25 .
bushels of wheat—and 40 bushels of oats, per English
acre; but as the average quality of land in Ireland, is
equal to the best soils of England, it would not be more
than 20 bushels of wheat, and 382 bushels of oats, per
Euglish acre, of a medium degree of fertility.

From land of an average gnality, under spade hus-
bandry, in the county of Durham, 65 bushels of wheat,
per English acre, have been produced for several years in
succession, which is equal to 105 bushels per Irish acre.
There cannot, therefore, be a doubt, that when the land
shall have been for a few years under the improved system
of spade husbandry, and when the mémbers of the com-
munity shall be taught to unite their industry, and adopt
a ﬁdﬂr system of mutual interest and co-operation, in

uci

p ng, manufaclurinq and consuming, the result’
would, at least, be doubled. : .
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To these advantages must be added the minerals and
fisheries of Ireland, which, under the new system of union
and co-operation, will soon be made most productive.

It is therefore evident, that this hitherto ill-fated
island is competent to maintain, not only all its own inha-
bitants, but more than double the whole population of
Great-Britain and Ireland, in comfort heretofore unat-
tained by any nation or people, at any period of the world.

Allow me now to conclude, by asking you a few plain
questions :—

Is not Ireland, at this moment, overwhelmed with
poverty, discontent and party animosities ?

Is not its situation, every hour, be¢coming worse in all
these respects?

Can this state of things continue much longer with- -

out extreme peril to the peace and property of the inha-
bitants ?

_What cause produces these lamentable effects ?
Do they not directly emanate from the circumstances,
which surround you?
And whence proceed those circamstances ?
Have they not been generated by the erroneous views
and notions, which have so long governed society ?

If these degrading and vicious results proceed from
the bad and immoral circumstances which surround the
E.eople of this country, and if these circumstances emanate

om the error of the principles which are acted upon by
society—is it not most obvious that your miseries can never
be removed, until you cease to act upon those principles?

Can any other mode of proceeding be devised that
will afford you the least chance of success ?

* Is there not in Ireland a superfluity of goed seil and
an abundance of labourers?
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Is not capital created by labour, judiciously applied
to land?

Has it not been shown that 1000 people, by healthy
and pleasant employment, when their powers and industry
are properly combined and directed, can produce a most
comfortable living, in all respects, for 3000 ?

‘Would not this surplus beyond their own support,
be all real capital gained to the country?

Is it not a most egregious error in any government,
under such circumstances, not to adopt the means by
which the country could be so easily relieyed from its po-

verty, discontent and danger? ®

What real obstacles now stand in the way of this im-

provement ¢ I answer—noune. Nor is any thmig wanting,
but the will of the government and of the people.

It eannot, howeyer, be very difficult to induce the
people to will their own relief from the evils which they
experience.—And I hope the government will now be
equally willing to investigate a subject, which interests all,
and involves the well-being of the empire. "

A stranger, possessing an experience of more than
thirty years, practically devoted to the subject, offers to
assist you with his time and his money,—and he offers
this assistance without even the desire of any return, ex-
cept the satisfaction of seeing or knowing that you are in
the actual possession of the happiness which it 1s his high-
est wish you should permanently enjoy.

Mr. Owen having concluded, was greeted with the
loud and general applause of the meeting.

‘\21 A vasuvivhas
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HIBERNIAN
PHILANTHROPIC SOCIETY.

MEETING AT MORRISSON'S.

A —

The first meeting of this association, held at Morris-
son’s, Nassau-strect, on Saturday the 3d May, was most
niumerously and respectably attended.— A great number of
ladies were present. Mr. Owen, accompanied by Lord
Cloncurry, the hon. Mr. Dawson, Sir Frederick Flood,
Sir Capel Molyneux, Sir William Brabazon, General
Browne, Mr. Archibald Hamilton Rowan, Dr. Macart-

ney, and several other gentlemen, entered the great room
soon after twelve o’clock,

On the motion of lord Cloncurry, the hon. Mr, .
Dawson was called to the chair, when several resolutions

in furtherance of the object of the association, were seve-
rally put and carried.

Sir Frederick Flood spoke with much good-natured
warmth in support ofthe institution.

The rev. Edward Groves, one of the secretaries
then read to the meeting all the proceedings which had
taken place, together with an account of loan, subseripti-
ons, donations, &c.—The secretary also read several letters
from gentlemen offering tracts of land in various parts of
the country, for the purposes of the society. Among the
loan subscriptions we noticed the following :— 3

Robert Owen, esq. £1000
General Robert Browne, A 1000
Lord Cloncurry, 500,
Sir Wi Brabazon, v 100
Sir Frederick Flood, s 100
Sir Capel Molyneux, bart. .., 100
Archibald Hamilton Rowan, esq. 100

with s¢veral smaller sums.
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Among the donations were £100 from Dr. Macart-
ney, and several smaller sums from other gentlemen.

A very considerable number of ladies and gentlemen
subscribed their names as annual and life members of the
association,—the annual subscription being #1, and a
payment of £10 constituting a member for life. The table,
at which the secretary sat, was literally covered with bank
notes. '

After this very interesting and important part of the
day’s proceedings, lord Cloncurry addressed the Meet-
ing, and in a most feeling and impressive speech entreated
all those ladies and gentlemen present, and who com-
posed the Hibernian philanthropic society, to diffuse
in their respective circles a knowledge of its principles,
and of those vast and permanent advantages which the la-
bouring classes of this distracted and ill-fated country
must derive from its success, of which he was not in the
least doubtful, when he considered the benevolent cha-
racter of his country men, and especially when he saw
the interest taken in it by his fair countrywomen, whom
he was delighted to see in such numbers around him. It
is, said his ﬁ)rdship, to the quiet, reflecting, and unosten-
tatious amongst our countrymen that this society will owe
its best support, aided by the never-failing influence of
the most highly cultivated and accomplished portion of
the other sex. His lordship sat down amid loud applause.

Mr. Owen next addressed the meeting. He read
from a written paper as follows: -

I am now about to return home to my own family
and concerns, where I may be detained eight or ten days,
after which it is my intention to proceed to London, with
the view of endeavouring to obtain from the justice of
England, that which is due to your country. I mean an
entire change of measures, for the existing circumstances
are so new and extraordinary, that a change must now
be made. England and Ireland are involved in a system,
which, as long as it continues, must compel them to he
encmies to each other—to be each an insurmountable bar
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to the prosperity of the other, England posseses too
much mechanical and scientific power, and Ireland to fer-
tile a soil, to admit any substantial benefit to be de-
rived from either, under arrangements which necessarily
convert both those blessings mto curses. The time is
. come when imperious necessity renders it unavoidable
that England and Ireland shall be united, not in name
only, but in reality, as one nation and one people, when
their interests shall be combined for their mutual security
and prosperity.

Let the present system contirue, and Ireland will
speedily overwhelm England and Scotland with her a-
gricultural produce, and render their soils altogether un~
profitable ; while the science and capital of England and
Scotland, by pouring into Ireland an excessive supply of
manufactured products, will render her labour of no
value. Thus will the inexhaustable sources of substantial
wealth and permanent prosperity, which these countries
possess, beccome, while the present system coniinues,
an efficient cause of perpetuating divisions, animosities,
poverty and misery to the whole empire.

This is too glaring an evil to permit us to suppose
that the inbabitants of these islands can be forced much
longer to submit to it, when it is, in a peculjar manner,
the direct interest of the entire population and govern-
ment, that it should immediately cease. But you will

say—how is it to cease ? How is the change to be rought
about ? '

This is the important question for your considerati-
on ; and one of deeper concernment to Ireland, to Great
Britain and the world, has never been proposed to society.

Is it probable that principles and practices which
have brought such calamities upon you, can produce any
other results, however long you may retain them ? I fear-
lessly answer, no,—It is vain to expect relief from sources
whence thereis no powerto bestow it. 'The principles and
practices, which have been hitherto forced upon you, have
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‘produced theeffeets which you every where see around
you. They have called forth the energies of the hunian
race, -only to destroy its ratiomality and happiness.

My desire is to emancipate you from the influence
of your presentlocalities—to enable you to pass through
the four dense mediums of error and prejudice, which
M. Singer refered to, at one of our late public meetings —
that you may no longer see through a glass darkly, but
view things as they really are. At present we are the vic-

. tims of the circumstapces of class, sect, party, and coun-

try, which have prevented us from attaining the character
that human nature is destined to acquire. We have hi-
therto been made local creatures of particular distriets.
Britons, Frenchmen, Spaniards, Germans, Russians,
Europeans, Americans, Asiatics, Africans. But, my
friends, I trust we are about to become rational bein
whose physical and mental powers will be uniformly di-
rected to the advantage and improvement of the species,
and not as heretofore, to the injury and destruction of
each other.

The great object of society evidently should be, te
improve the individual, and to unite him with his fellows,
under circumstancesin which it will be the interest of
each, in every instance to contribute to the well-being and
happiness of all.” For this purpose it is neccssary that we
should know what man has been—what he is—aml what
he may be made—that we should be intimately acquainted
with human nature, and with the soecieties which have
been formed in the various artificial districts into which
the earth has been divided.

Let us first examine what man really is, because the
acquisition of this knowledge opens to us the only source,
from whence auny  practical system can be derived, that
will essentially and permanently benefit mankind.

The subject before us is one which has hitherto been
clothed in much mystery ; and as words alone might not
so distinctly convey the ideas which I wish to express to
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you, [ have thought that the plate which I hold in my
hand, and which offers a sensible illustration of the hu-
man character, might facilitate the explanation of my
views. This plate, as you observe, coutains ten slides,
each slide representing some known quality, faculty, or
propensity, of human nature. Lach slide is also intended
to exhibit the full extent of the variation, in individuals,
of the faculty, quality, or propensity, which it represents,
and it mz}v be considered as divided into an indefinite
number of parts or degrees. We may, at once, then,
infer the probability that no two persons have ever yet
been born, possessing any one quality, faculty or propensity
in the same degree—and the very great improbability,
that any two infants have ever come into the world with
them all alike, or that such a phenomenon should occur
at any future period. No one, who has been accustomed
to reflect upon the complicated nature of the compound
which constitutes an inllnnt at birth, can be at any loss to
account for the diversity of character in children of the
same family.

No one will suprose that the infant at birth under-

stands any thing relative to these faculties, qualities,

or propensities. It is evident that he is a compound

of them, formed without his knowledge or consent of the

proportions of each which he posseses, and which are_
given to him by the power that creates all created exis-

tence, and governs and directs the universe.  They con-

stitute the natural character of the man; but whatever
the combination may be, insanity alone can attribute

merit or demerit to the infant on account of it.

This compound, thus mysteriously varied in every
infant, is intrusted to its parents, and the governing
powers of the state in which it comes into exist-
ence; and surely there can be no truth so evident,
as that it is the first duty and highest interest of both, to
adopt such practical measures as shall secure to each
of these helpless innocents the best training and educati-
on, and render them the best men and the best subjects
into which they ean be individually formed.
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Has this ever yet been done ? Is this the present prac-
tice of the world ? Has a single measure ever yet been
adopted, that was wisely calculated to produce such a
result? No—never ! There is not one measurein op-
eration at this hour, that evinces the slightest knowledge
of human nature, or of its capabilities or objects. All the
past and present practices of society—every where—in all
countries of the world, are, through ignerance, directly op-
posed to the interest, improvement, and happiness of eve
human being that has ever yet existed. And unless 1 tell
you this great truth, and demonstrate its consistency with
all we know, I shall perform but a trivial serviee for you
and for our fellow-creatures, who are now the victims of
poverty and ignorance in this island, and in every other
part of the globe.

Owing to the ignorance which has always hitherto
prevailed respecting human nature, the faculties, qualities
and propensities of which it is composed, have been so
misdirected as to produce vice, ignorance, poverty, passion,
disunion, and misery, instead of virtue, intelligence, riches,
temperance, kindness and happiness.

Had this ignorance not been universal, it would have
been discovered that the latter results could have been
produced mach more easily than the former—the ex-
periment would have been made—success would have
followed—and the example would have induced all nations
and people to adopt the new system. And new, when
you introduce this change, as I am econfident you will,
into Ireland, it will spread from hence to all nations with
a rapidity, of which none of you can at this moment form
a reasonable conjecture. You think of past times and
occurrences, und reflect how slowly alterations have been
effected in human society. You say to me, this im-
provement,which you advocate, if it be indeed an improve-
ment, must be introduced very gradually. and ages must
elapse before it can extend over the world.

To these very natural conjectures, I reply—no. The

present circumstances of the world, and the change to

which T look forward, bear no analogy to the past. The
U
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change, whenever it shall take place, must be such a
change as the world has never yet beheld. It is one
whicﬁ, as soon as- it shall be understood, will leave no
doubt on the mind as to the advantages to be derived from
it—as to the necessity of making it—or as to the ease with
which it may be effected.

Can we suppose for a moment, that a parent will
not wish to give his child the best habits, dispositions and
manners—to provide him with the most healthy, pleasant,
and profitable occupation—and to place him amidst as-
sociates whose society is the best calculated to promote
his intelligence and happiness ?

Can we imagine that the capitalist will employ his
money in investments which subject him to great risk,
and yield a very limited remuneration, when he may em-
bark it upon a security more stable than any which has
yet been offered, and at the same time know that it will
return a very large interest ?

Is it likely that the landed proprietor will be willing
to allow his property to be cultivated in an inferior man-
ner, and to have the promise of a low rent, ill secured and
often unpaid, when he may have it placed under the best
management, producing double crops, and yielding a full
rent, amply secured and regularly paid ?

Or can it be supposed, that men possessing industry
and skill, will employ these valuable powers under a sys-
tem, which dooms them to a life of degradation and sla-
very—when, by a different application of them, they may
secure a greater degree of happiness to themselves, and
their families, than peer or prince can attain in the irrati-
onal state of society, in which even these privileged indi-
viduals are now compelled to exist?

No—however irrationally men may have acted under
the lamentable circumstances which have hitherto formed
the human character,—when discord, bad passions, igno-
rance, and all that is repugnant to the best feelings of
our nature, shall appear on the one hand, and health, in-
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tell igence, kindness and happiness present themselves on
the other—no supporter of ¢ things as they are,” can
so far deceive himself, as to imagine that men will Jonger
continue to subject themselves to the former evils, when
the advantages, which we have contrasted with them, are
placed within their reach.

The great change is now secured. Men of business
know how to effect it.—The practice will presently become
easy to every class. There will be, as I have always stated,
a rush from old society to the new, whenever the new
shall be fully unfolded to the world.

There is no power that can act successfully against
the universal interest of mankind, when that interest is
understood. To suppose the contrary, would be to ima-~
gine that human nature was opposed to itself, from mo
other motive than to perpetuate misery.

In consequence of the universal error that has hither-
to overwhelmed mankind, ¢ that the character is formed
by the individual,” the attention of society has never been
directed to the consideration of what those circumstances
are, which are calculated to call forth the best and most
valuable parts of our nature.—Qur arrangements have
been so formed, and they are now so combined, as to
cherish and encourage the growth of every bad passion
and propensity that can be implanted in our nature, ren-
dering even the best men very inferior beings, and filling
them with the worst feelings.

Owing to this mistake regarding human nature, the
practice of the world has been to conduct the education
of every child upon the most erroneous principles. The
physical powers of the child, as represented on slides,
Nos. 1, 2, have been imperfectly developed. His exci-
tability (No. 3) has been most artificially cultivated, so as
to produce irritation and m:?er. His perceptive and re-
flective powers, (Nos. 4 and 5) have been very partially
called into action.—His memory and imagination (Nos. 6
and 7,) have been stretched to the uttermost, the latter
being made the ruling faculty throughout society.
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J nt (No. 8) has been repressed or destroyed,
as far as human devices could effect such an object, and
in all cases made subservient to imagination. The affecti-
ons (No. 9) have been contracted and limited within very
narrow bounds, and placed much under the influence of
self-attachment or self-interest, (No. 10) which has been
cultivated with the greatest care and effect.

"\lo;tmpﬁawy ’ |

» (v
Hy i 8 & ‘
SHCRCRE 5
| | 5
HAH BEE
41 E 3
3 |=‘ 2 _r*—| 3 _ |
1 E S E
‘-‘ ‘

ok WA AT A

o T el

T

F o

PR

_'F-l
£ i
3 % § i
PEE ;si
i: 3 Pige e
: o B L E'ED
£ & AR !
£.538 1 b
- - H
H .IE: i
: i3 i
; :
- ; - i’ 12
§

oigitized by (GO glﬁ HARVARD UNIVERSITY




150

By this procedure human nature has experienced
every kind of disadvantage, and its true character has
been hidden from every one. Whenever justice shall be
done to our nature, the education of all will be very dif-
ferent from any thing, which has been known at any time
in any part of the world.

The physical powers (Nos. 1 and 2) will be fully de-
veloped. Excitability will be repressed.— Perception and
reflection will be extended to their utmost limits.—Me-
mory will not be cultivated independently of judgment,
but will always be an attendant upon the latter. Imagi-
nation will be restrained within proper bounds, and, at all
times, remain subservient to judgment.—Judgment will be
cultivated with the greatest care, and be made the ruling
power of the mind, and the director of all the faculties
and propensities.

The affections will be expanded, and, under the
guidance of the judgment, extended to every human being,
and to all the animated works of the creation.

Self-attachment, or self-interest, in the common ac-

tation of the term, will become extinct; for although

a desire of happiness will then be, as it is now, our prin-

ciple of action, yet we shall know and feel that our own

happiness can only be found in the happiness of all around

us, extending from our immediate circle, even to those
who may be the most remote from us.

So great is the difference, in regard to thie education
of human nature, arising from two systems of socicty, of
which the one proceeds on the supposition that the char-
acter is formed by the individual, and the other founded
on the knowledge that the character is formed for him !

The one is the source of all error and evil, and the
other the foundation of truth and happiness. Such, at
least, is the honest conviction on my mind, after availing
myself of every means in my power to separate truth from
error. And so important do I deem this knowledge, and
so essential does it appear to e for the removal of present
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ill and the prevention of future misery to the human race,
that I would consider life a cheap sacrifice to secure it
for the inhabitants of this distractetll and miserable coun~
try, and for our fellow-creatures, who now suffer under
the old system of error, in every part of the world.

Having examined what man is, and what he may be
made individually, we have now to consider what he has
been made socially—in other words—how the human
powers have been combined in society, for the advantage
of the species.

Taking all circumstances into consideration, I am
inclined to think that the British empire presents the
best combination, which the old sytem has yet produced,
for giving happiness to the whole population. And we
therefore refer to Great Britain as an illustration of the
highest practical wisdom, which that system has to shew.
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The change in the population which has since occur-
ed, will add materially to the number in the pauper and
working classes, and but little to the higher divisions.

This arrangement of British and Irish society is
altogether artificial. It has grown up by accident, and
directly proceeds from the notion that the character is
formed &y the Individual. That notion is the foundation of
the individual system which, with very partial exceptions,
has hitherto prevailed over the earth, of the systems of re-
wards and punishments which have ever been adopted by
mankind. That notion has generated all the circumstances
which have been so unfavourable to the well being and
happiness of mankind. It is the sole cause of all the irri-
tation and anger which at this moment exists between
man and man in every part of the world, and it is the
origin of all the evil which has ever been experienced by
the human race in consequence of their bad passions,
wars, and religious differences. And until this error shall
be eradicated, root and branch, from the human mind,
ignorante, poverty, bad passions, wars, and religious dif-
ferences will continue to overwhelm mankind with all
the dire evils which these inflict, and to keep them, as
heretofore, in the lowest state of imbecility of mind—in
worse than Egyptian darkness—and in bondage to all the

bad passions, which error can force into the human being.
\

While this error remains, the forescen and forctold
change in the condition of mankind can never take place.
Wise men of former times knew that their fellow-crea-
tures were involved in the most lamentable error—that
through process of time, experience would make it so
obvious, that some one would be so deeply impressed
with the horror of the system, and with such a love. for
the human race, that he would venture to meet oppro-
brium, to hazard life and fortune, and run all manner of
risks, to relieve his suffering fellow men from this source
of all human evil. They then foresaw, that when this |
error was removed, a new state of existence would of |
necessity avise, when ignorance and poverty would dis- '
appear—when every man would sit under his own vine

el

| I. I - pgerzed by GO gle f .'



150

and his own fig-tree, and there would be none to make
him afraid, because all cause for anger and irritation would
be withdrawn—that.in censequence, wars would cease—
strife between man and man would be unknown—swords
would be turned into ploughshares, and spears into prun-
ing-hooks-—and that this improvement—this change in the
disposition and character of man—would so alter his
conduct, even to the animal creation, that by degrees the
most savage of these would lose their ferocity.

Men of deep lfmug'ht and reflection traced all these
consequences, and knew that the influence of undeviating
kindness, when directed by judgment, would have power
irresistable over all that bas life, and that then the lion
would actually be trained to lie down with the lamb, and
harmony and high intelligence would universally prevail.

They also knew that this change must take place at
some future period, and that then the knowledge of the
Lord would cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.

But that period of this happy change could not ar-
rive until the cause of all human error and misery was
withdrawn—until the notion no longer existed, that the
character of man was formed by him. |

Know you not, my friends, that you may instruet all
your children with much mere ease in the knowledge that
the character is formed jfor, than in the error that it is
formed Ly themselves—and, that by instructing them in
the trutl, you will be sure to implant in them every kind,
benevolent, and charitable feeling, while if you persist in
forcing into their minds an error glaringly absurd, and
opposed to every fact ever known to exist, you will make
them, of necessity, the ignorantly selfish, bigoted, super-
stitious and insincere wretches, which we and all our
predecessors bave been made through the whole period
of the known listory of mankind ? T

“w

Pause at the point where you now are. Consider
what are the feelings, dispositions and actions of these
around vou. Is it desirable that this charaeter should be
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given to your children ? TIs not the cup of man’s misery
vet sufficiently full ? Can you add to it in the south of
this island? Let me entreat of you then to calm vour
party and sectarian feelings—to allow your minds to col-
lect facts from the past and present times, and to reflect
upon them. You will then discover that millions upon
millions of our fellow-creatures, made in all respects in
the same manner, and by the same power as we have been
made, have been taught errors, age after age, while not
one of them supposed that they had been so instructed.
They were as unconscious that they had been deceived,
as you are now. They were as deeply impressed
with a conviction of the truth and importance of those
errors, as you can be with regard to the errors which
have been forced into your minds. They willingly died
for what they had been taught to consider assacred truth—
and a stronger proof of sincerity, humanity cannot give.
Yet you all know that they were filled with what appear-
ed to others the most strange absurdities, and which in
their consequences, were hourly afflicting them with the

most grievous cvils.

And do we not know that all those, who now live
upon the earth, who have been taught to receive ideas
altogether different from those which Liave been impressed
on our minds, are at this moment in the same state of
ignorance, of error, and of suffering? Is it not equally
evident to you that we might have been placed under the
circumstances in which THEY now exist, and that they
might have been within those which surround us? And
in that case, is it not probable—nay, is it not certain—that
we should have received their thoughts, have acquired
their feelings, and pursued their course of action? And
is it not equally certainy that our theughts, feelings and
actions, would have been therrs 7

These considerations should, and, when properly
felt, will make each of us really charitable in regard
to the opinions, sentiments and conduct, of all our fello-
creatures. ‘They will also convinee us, that all party feel-
ings,—all notions of sectarian superiority~~do not result

X
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from an enlarged view of facts connected with the history
of human species, but from the ignorance of those facts,
and from errors which have been early forced into the
human mind.

I well know how difficult it is to overcome long
established prejudices; but, if I am to do you an important
and permanent service, I must endeavour to place before
you a mirror by which, when you examine yourselves at
your leisure, you may be enabled to discover what manner
of beings you are—and by what process you have been
made Christians, Europeans and Irishmen.

And [ pursue this course, that the worst feelings of
human nature may be replaced by the best—that im-
morality, discord and war may give place to morality,
union and peace—that ignorance, poverty and misery
may no longer find a resting place upon earth—and that
they may be superseded by knowledge, riches and hap-
piness.

I have endeavoured to shew you the mirror of in-
dividual human nature. I will now attempt to give you
some outline of congregated human nature.

These tin cubes are, as I have stated, the represen-
tation of perhaps the best associated population that has
ever existed, for a long period, under the old system of
the world—that is—under the individual system founded
on the notion, that the character of man is formed by
himself, and that therefore, he is a fit subject for praise
and blame, reward and punishment.

You see it forms a pyramid—its base is the working
classes—its apex, the king, royal family and house of peers,
including the lords spiritual.

In the present moment, with this country in the state
in which we all know it to be, this pyramid presents an
object of the deepest interest to the statesman—the
political economist—to men of all professions—to the
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moralist—to the merchant and manufacturer—and to the
artisans and working classes of every description.

The object of this association ‘ought to be, to benefit
cach member to the utmost practical extent. At present,
however, the object 75, that each individual should first
obtain whatever he can for Aimself, and then whatever he
can for his class or division.

And thus is a spirit generated and fostered, which
creates a real civil war between all the members of which
this aggregate body is composed ;—and, in consequence,
the most favored individual of the most favered class,
cannot, by any possible chance, obtain one real advan
for a hundred, nay, nor one for a thousand, that might,
with ease, be secured to every one, under an arran
ment founded under any other principle, and altoge
different from the one before you.

That, which you see exhibited, is a combination in
which the interest of each is, at all times, directly opposed
in the most senseless manner, to the interest of the
aggregate ;—and in consequence, disorder reigns through-
out every ramification of the whole mass.

That, which I advocate, is intended to be, and it will °

be, a new combination of man in society, in which the

gregate powers of the whole will be, at all times,

Sigrected for the immediate benefit of eacb;,—-nud, in con-

sequence, health, riches, knowledge, the best manners
and dispositions, and happiness will be secured to all,

The pyramid, as it now stands, is regular in its
form ; but I will place it according to the divisions which
exist in British society, beginning with the lowest, or
paupers and criminals,

This is, No. 8, the third in size, and includes
1,828,170 persons. It is probable that this number has
been increased in consequence of the distress which has
prevailed since the termination of the war, first in manu-

i (GO gle HARVARD UNIVERSI1



159

The next division is No. 6.—It contains the officers,
non-commissioned officers, soldiers, seamen, marines, and
pensioners of the army and navy.

It is a division of the population most necessary in
the present state of socicty, and cannot be dispensed with.
It becomes necessary, however, solely on aceount of the
wrational notions which are given to children from birth—
from their being taught to believe that they form their
own characters. Were it not for this error in our early
instruction, there could be no public or private quarrels
in society, and the military character would spﬂe:E}y be-
come useless.

The army is taken chiefly from the working classes.—
They are thereby withdrawn from being producers—they
become consumers only, and they are often made to dés-
troy what others have toiled to create. In every point of
view, war is highly injurious.—Its spirit proceeds from an
error in principle respecting human nature.—It diminishes

roduction, not only by taking away the producers, but
Ey employing them,—so withdrawn—to consume, waste
and destroy the productions of others. It demoralizes
the individuals who compose an army, as well as the in-
habitants of the country which is the scene of war. It is,
in short, an evil of the greatest magnitude to the human
species, and, whenever we become rational, wars will cease.

The fifth division is the second in magnitude, and
consists of small frecholders and shopkeepers—chiefly the
latter. '

The capital, skill, and labour of these persons are
employed in the most wasteful and injurious manner to
themselves, families, and the public. The lesser free-
holders hold so small a quantity of land, that they cannot
arrange a plan of cultivation for it, which will not be very
defective. They are also usually deficient in capital, edu-
cation, and knowledge, and do little more than vegetate
upon their farms. The shopkeepers expend large sums
in fitting up their shops, and consume much time in mea-

¥ sures to distribute the necessaries, comforts, and luxuries,
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throughout society. Under other arrangements, this ob-
ject would be far better accomplished by 1-20th the
number, and 1-100th part of the capital. There is no

rtion of the working classes, whose powers are so
wretchedly misapplied, as those who are obliged to waste
their time and talents as retail traders, and more especi-
ally in villages and small towns; although the extravagance
of this arrangement, even in the largest cities, greatly ex-
ceed what any parties at present imagine,

The fourth division is a numerous ¢lass. It consists
of clergymen, frecholders, physicians, lawyers, merchants,
bankers, and manufacturers, &c. of the second order,
living on moderate incomes. Many of these are occupied
as much as the working classes, and lead a life which
requires many sacrifices, and often for little comfort in
return. Some of them are uselessly, while others ave
injuriously employed; but none of them are occupied to
produce the best results in their avocations or professions.

Society would gain prodigiously if the capital, talent,
industry, enterprise, and skill, combined in this class,
were to be directed to the best advantage for themselves
and the public. A little more experience in'a knowledge
of the influence of circumstances in the business of life,
will show the extent of the evil which the presant arrange-
ments of this class create to all above and below them,

The third division includes the dignified clergy,
under the rank of bishops, and the most fortunate, or
most successful out of the last division, all of whom are
most essentially injured, by being induced to expend
more than can be benefieial to them, either physically or
mentally and by being taught to think themselves supe-
rior to the mass of their fellow-ereatures.

Division No. 2, is composed of the baronets and
country gentlemen, and others, having large incomes.

The preceding observations apply to this class
equally with the othcr. e

No. 1, contains the roval fumily, and the ,Iur%_
spiritual and temporal. :
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It is to be doubted, whether the existing notions and
arrangements of society do not necessarily inflict more
misery upon the individuals, who are born in, or who
attain to this division, than is experienced by those ot
any other class. They cannot, however, from their situ-
ation, be conscious of the injustice which they suffer from
the artificial circumstances in which they are placed, or
they would exert themselves to remove out of them, or to
form other arrangements more congenial to hunai nature.

In short, it requires only a real knowledge of facts,
seen without our early imbibedy prejudices, to be convinced
that the presant arrangements of society cannot admit
prosperity—cannot create good dispositions or virtue—
cannot permit of peace and order, nor allow mankind to
to make use of one advantage for ahundred that they
might possess under other arrangements, which may now
be formed on principles consistent with our nature, and
in unison with every fact which has been developed
through the whole history of our species.

And surely the distresses of Ireland, alone, are more
than sufficient to prove how wretchedly erroneous has
been the system hitherto practised—and practised, too, by
the most enlightened people in the most enlightened
period in the world. X

[r. Owen concluded. He was fr uently cheered
during the delivery of the foregoing address. Thanks
being voted to the chairman, the meeting brokeup. The
petition to parliament, which lies for signatures at
Morrisson’s, was signed by the greater number of the
gentlemen who attended. Mr. Owen will be the bearer
of this petition to London. | :

THE END.
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